AUTOWEEK

11

JUL Y 30, 1979

CHARGE YOUR ORDER BY PHONE
CALL TOLL-FREE 800 638-4770

Stalking the 280ZX7

From

In Gon!. U.S. In liD .. Cell Collect: 252-8515

Toyota Celica Supra
By Bob Hall
If one were the sort who gave credence
to conspiracy theories, it would be very
reasonable to believe all the Japanese car
makers meet once a year ina Tokyo hotel
room to divvy the U.S. market among
themselves.
Well, we at AutoWeek aren't usually
taken by consp irac ies and recent forays
into Datsun 's traditional "private market, "
where the 280-ZX is situated, by Mazda
with the RX-7 and by Toyota with its new
Celica " Supra" lay waste·to the "Japanese
Conspiracy" theory.
The new Supra (whose name was
created by Toyota's ad agency, Dancer
Fitzgerald Sample) is a direct shot at the
2+2 version of the Datsun 280-ZX, even
though some Toyota executives cringed at
the mention of any comparison of the
Supra and ZX . Considering the basic
sim ilarities, it's hard not to compare the
two.
Both the Supra and 2+2 ZX have SOHC
six-cyli nder powerplants that are w ith in
200ccs of each other in displacement,
both cars have fuel injection, five-speed
gearboxes. four-wheel disc brakes , power
steering and AM/ FM stereo radios as
standard equipment, · and (in general)
seem to be aimed more at the sporty
segment of the luxury car market rather
than the luxurious segment of the sporty
car market.
.
Toyota's inadvertent anti-Z car is basically a Celica Liftback that has had its
wheelbase stretched a tad over five inches,
an existing six-cylinder engine stuffed in it
and a couple of disc brakes hung on the
rear axle. A quick restyle of the nose, some
new taillamps and lest one forget, a rear
anti-roll bar, and there it is. It may sound
simple, but the Supra is a sort of parts box
car.
With 2900lbs to be moved around by
110hp, we weren 't expecting anything too
lively from the Celica, but we were
surprised. The standing-start quarter mile
came up in 18.2 seconds at 77mph, which
is a bit less than a second slower than a

SPECIFICATIONS
1979 TOYOTA
CELICA SUPRA
BASE PRICE .. . .... . . .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. $9578
PRICE AS TESTED . . .. . .. .. .. .. .. ... . $9693
OPTIONS . .. ........... Cruise Control ($115)
DIMENSIONS _
Wheelbase (in) ........ .. ... .. ..... . .. 103.5
length (in) . ... . .. ... . .. .... .. ...... . 181.7
Width (in) ........................... . 65.0
Height .. .. .. . . . . . ... ... ... .. . . ... ... . 51.8
. Front track (in.): ....... .. ..... . . . .. . ... 53.7
Rear track (in.): . . . ' ... ... . ... .. .... . . . . 53.7
' Curb Weight (lb) .. . .................. 2920
ENGINE
Type . . . . .... . ....... Water cooled inline six
Displacement cu.in/cc ..... .. . . 156cid/2563cc
Compression ratio . ....... . . ... . . .. . .. 8.5:1
Carburetion .. .. ......... . ... . Nippon Denso
(licensed from Bosch) l -Jetronic fuel injection
Net HP .......... .... ...... 119 @ 4800rpm
Net Torque .... .. . ......... 1361b/ft @ 2400
GENERAL DATA
Transmission . . ........... five-speed manual
Steering . . ...... . ... . . . ..... power assis.ted
recirculating ball
Suspension front ....... . . . MacPherson Struts
with coil springs, anti-roll bar.
Suspension rear . . .. . . .. . .. .... .. .. Rigid axle.
four-trailing links, coil springs, panhard rod and
anti-roll bar.
•
Brakes .. four-wheel disc with vacuum assistance
Tires 195/70 HR 14 Bridgestone steel-belted radial
Final drive . . .. .... .. ... . .... . . . .... 3.91 :1
Turning Circle . ... .. . . .... . ........ 34.8 feet
Fuel tank capacity (U.S. Gallons) . . .. . .... 16.1
Fuel economy ... ... . . . . . ... .. ... .. .. . . 23.6
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280-ZX 2+2. During the period pf our test,
the Supra delivered 23.6mpg, which isn't
quite as good as the last 280-~X we ran for
mileage (although that car was a twoseater, not a 2+2).
The Supra's chassis is little changed
from the regular four-cylinder car (unless
you consider a rear anti-roll bar and fourwheel disc brakes a major change in any
car) and this is a pity as far the ride is
concerned . Since the Celica lacks the
sophistication of an independent rear
suspension system such as that used on
the ZX , the ride tends to be a bit jerky over
uneven surfaces, where the ZX is more or
less in its element. When the road is
smooth, like an interstate, for instance, the
ride is quite pleasant, however.
The rear anti-roll bar doesn't seem to do
its job quite as well as one would expect,
since the Supra has a fair amount of body
roll when cornering . The rear bar, by the
way, comes from the Japanese versions of
the Celica GT, which also uses the fOIJrwheel discs, as well as a couple of fuelinjected twin cam fours that, regrettably,
Toyota feels we aren't worthy of. I n spite of
the rear bar, the Supra carries on with
Toyota's tradition of safe understeer.
Fortunately, the dreaded plow sets in a
good deal later than in the four-cylinder
Cel ica, so you can at least start to have fun.
On our test car, the grip of the Bridgestone 195170 HR14 radials was fine on dry
pavement, but definitely suspect in the
wet. Another irritating trait of the Supra
was the willingness with which the rear
axle would begin an exciting, but probably
damaging trampdance. A , Jittle work is
needed here.
Although the Supra is more than eight
inches longer than a four-cylinder Celica
GT, and the wheelbase is a good five
inches greater than the regular Celica, the
driver and passengers aren't aware of it.
The Supra's cabin is a good deal more
luxurious than that of the four-cylinder
car, however. You sit on nice ribbed velour
and soft vinyl. About the only thing
miSSing is a real leather interior option, but
since Toyota sells the Japanese version of
the Supra (it's called the Celica XXpronounced double X) with a leather
option, it might be fair. to assume that
Toyota has not ruled out the possibility.
The front seat occupants have ample hip,
shoulder, head and leg room, but some of
the staff members that are over-sized

found it difficult to stuff their tootsies
under the dashboard on the passenger
side. The same self-proclaimed giants
claimed the pedals seemed a bit on the
sm<M1 side. We have also heard the sunroof
that Toyota fits to the Supra and regular
Celica as a $243 option does cut the
headroom down more than it should, but
since our car was without, we didn't notice
this problem.
As in the case of the four-cylinder
Celica and the 280-ZX 2+2, the rear seat
can hold a couple of smaller adults for
short journeys, but is best left to children .
The rear seat can be folded (the backrest is
split) to enlarge the luggage area, and the
Supra has a nifty roller-blind-like cover
that can keep items stored in the luggage
compartment out of sight.
As we mentioned before, the Supra is a
parts bin car, and the styling is no
exception . The first hint of the Supra was
in the form of a dream car, the CAL-I,
which was shown at the Tokyo Auto Show
in 1977, and then was shipped to the
'States in time for the May; 1978 Los
Angeles Auto Expo. The CAL-I was a sort
of Supra pickup that had teakwood
decking like an old inboard cruiser, and-a
rumble seat. Toyota called it the "Sports. car of the Future."
From the firewall forward , however, the
CAL-I was pure Supra, right down to the
six-cylinder engine.
One of Ol,lr staffers was also miffed by
Toyota using a grille reminiscent of the
Yamaha-built Toyota 2000 GT. " It really
strikes me as a cheap shot," he mused,
" that Toyota would grab the grille from
one of Japan's only cars that has a chance
of becoming a classic."
While the Supra is not outstanding in
anyone area, it is on a par with the 2+2
versions of Datsun 's successful Z-car. We
don't really like or dislike the four-seat Z or
this six-cylinder Celica, but we also aren't
representative of the American buyer, a
point that is borne out by the large
numbers of citizens flocking to Toyota
dealers, hard-earned cash in hand for their
own Celica Supra. If Toyota was trying to
make a car that would please the enthusiast who was looking for a little luxury,
they might have missed the mark. If they
were, on the other hand, trying to put
together a car that would appeal to a broad
base of buyers while upping the corporate
image, they've hit the desired target dead
center.

155-12
145-13TT
145-13
155-13
165-13
175-13
165-14
175-14
185-14

PRICE

FET

36_94
32.18
33.77
37.35
41.12
45.39
45.66
48.33
50.72

1. 22
1.17
1.18
1.27
1.57
1.74
1.62
1.86
2.16

SIZE

PRICE

FET

155-15
165-15

43.62
48.72
165 /70-13 41 :54
175 '70-13 45.34
185 /70-13 47.69
17570-14TT45.71
185170-14 52.74
195 /70-14 57.32
185170-1557.22

1.50
1.75
1.29
1.35
1.61
1.43
1.69
1.93
1.83

66.60
61.19
70.22
m~O~t3 80.34
~~ ~~6AI31 02. 40

~llf':2A14 90.39
~~ ~~5A14113.38
~~O:~4 85.20
~~~~8AI5 67.03
~!i ~O~oA151 01.23
m~~A13105.61 ~!i~6A15106.76

165HR13
TAX 167
17570HA 13
TAX 160
18570HAI3
lAX 176

77 .18 ~li f!;': 15133. 02
74.29

FREE MOUNTING AND BALANCING
WITH WHEEL & TIRE PACKAGE DEALS

We handle the following wheell: BWA, BBS, Beta Mags, ET,
Revolution, Amerleln, Carroll Shelby, Seral, Mahle, Compomotlve. For proper application of custom and racing
whitis with Plrelli tires, phone our specialists toll-free: 800

638-4no.

TOTAL
ORDER ' - - - _ _ _-oJ
Md Residents Add
5% State Tax
I enclose n Check f 1 Money Order (No COD's)
Allow 2 weeks for personal checks to clear
Charge to n VISA 11 Master Charge I IAMEX
Acct # _ _ __

Exp. Date

Name

. _ --

.

I

-_._-.

Address
'ty _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _
CI
State

Zip

•

·

~-------------------~----~

