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'Wide shot: Two Cs in the K 
(Two Cuties in the Kitchen). 
Young, vibrant, one strongly 
Anglo-Saxon type, one exotic 
(Hispanic?). 

Cutie 1: "Marge! John told me 
you're still using RX-7 for your 
highway mis'eries." 

'Cutie 2: "But Inez, you're the 
one who recommended it. And 
everybody knows RX-7 has the 
finest ingredients you can get 
over the counter." 

C-1: "Why, the new, new, new 
RX-7 with stronger, bigger, better, 
more of everything you 10ved in 
the original RX-7. I've been using 
it for the commuter blahs and it's 
changed my life." 

C-2: "WeI.! if it's good enough 
for you, it's good enough for 
anybody." (C-1 and -C-2 fall into 
each other's arms laughing.) 

For all you Marges and Inezes 
and Ral phs and Lacys who 
haven't heard there is a new RX-7 

(tight shot of Madge and Inez -. 
embracing) 10, -these last. five 
years. 

It's called the GSL-SE and only 
Mazdologists will be able to tell 
on first sight that it's changed. But 
changed it has, despite its 
cosmetic diffidE3nce (just some 
vertical slits in the front spoiler to 
give the larger ventilated disc 
brakes additional cooling). 

The GSL-SE is significantly 
improved, though not exactly new. 
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RX-7: A lot of sports car for $15,000 
Continued from Page 11 
street RX-7. What's improved are 
details throughout the car. And, if 
that's not enough good news, try 
this: The top-of-the-line GSL-SE sells 
for only $15,095, which makes it one 
of 1984's better sports car values. 

Fifteen grand is no mere bag of 
shells. It's enough to get your banker 
asking how long you 've worked for 
the same company or lived at the 
same address, and it'U even keep a 
family of four in eggs, underwear 
and rent for a year or so. Reg~rdless, 
$15,000 doesn't buy much sports car 
these days. Unless it's an RX-7. 

It takes a lot fo r a sports car to 
cut it in a real world of transportation 
and continue to provide automotive 
entertainment. This is not a world, 
for rolling gold chains. It is ,a place 
Mazda just about owns, especially 
since the 280/300-ZX caught the 
uptown' bus. And that's exactly the 
message heard by 250,000 American 
buyers: The RX-7 has the right 
moves to be an honest sports car 
and the right equipment to be good 
t ranspo rtation . 

The heart of the GSL-SE is Toyo 
Kogyo's 138, 80-cubic-inch, fuel
injected, twin-rotor engine. It's rated 
at 135 horsepower at 6,000 RPM 
with 133 Ibs. ft. of torque at 2,750 
RPM. Other RX-7s, the GS and GSL 
models, have the familiar 70-cubic
inch 12A Wankel with 100 
horsepower. Mazda says the 138 
boots the RX-7 from zero to 60 in 8.0 
seconds. If that's true it 's not bad 
for a 2,450-pound car. Mazda also 
says the newest RX-7 goes 135 MPH, 
although our test car with two 
people aboard did only an observed 
123 MPH. It doesn't make much 
difference, however, since either 123 
or 135 is fast enough to make your 
driver's license a memory. 

According to Toyo Kogyo's senior 
managing director, Kenichi 
Yamamoto (who is also its resident 
genius and most rabid baseball fan), 
the design objective of the 1984 car 
was essentially the same as the 
original. "Th~ GSL-SE has been 
developed as an outstanding 
performance package that still 
represents the kind of execptional 
value for the dollar that has made 
the RX-7 the success iUs. We 
believe, however, that improved 
performance is valuable only when 
it is in harmony with the vehicle's 
other components." 

What Yamamoto was referring to 
are the GSL-SE's Pirelli P6205/60 
V-rated tires on 14-inch alloy wheels, 
larger four-wheel disc brakes and 
modified rear suspension with 
lowered (by 20 millimeters) lower 
control arms for more understeer. 

In addition there's optional 
equipment like speed-sensing 
variable-assist power steering, a 
driver's seat with 1 ° adjystments, a 
new instrument panel, interior 
styling, steering wheel and gearshift 
knob. Air conditioning and a five
speed manual transmission are 
standard on the GSL-SE. 

Although the 138 rotary engine is 
new in the RX-7, it's been around for 
awhile, first seen here in the 1974 
RX-4 and later in the home-market 
Cosmos and rotary pickup. An 
interesting variant of the 138 is the 
turbocharged Cosmo, available only 
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;~ ,' ~ata. RX~7 6~L·SE ., 
Rri~: . ,. ~ . .: .: .. . ' . . ' . . ;;l~.; ... .• ;'$15;095 
Wheel~8se (In.): . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . 95.3 

. hergth (tn.): ~' . . . ". . . . . • . . . • . . . •. '10.7 
,,:W~dth (In.): . ,~ t. .. . • . • . " ... :. , 6~.7 
" H~lght (InS: ".l Jr •... > . . . . ." . . 49.6 
Tlack, FIR -(in.)£ .. ': .... •..•. 55:g/55.1 
Curb ~elght' flb8.)! .... ~ . . . . . . .. 2,445 

ACCOMMOQATIONS: 
~8r90 VOIQm~i<cu. ft.):~ .- ~~. : •..••. ";:~.~ 
Fuel capacityl(gal~): ;' . ....... . .. <16.6 

POWEATRAIN! 
Layout:' . . . . . •. Front-eoglne. rear:drive 
E~ne type: ':~, . . ~. .. . . . T~o-rotor Wankel 

Displacement '. (cu. In.!llt.,.): 80/1,308 
Horsepower @ RPM: • .. • 135 @ 6,000 
Torque @ RPM (lb •• ft.): 133 @ 2.750 
t:ue' delivery: Electronlo fuel Injection 
Redllne: . ,. ' ... .• .. , • . . •• 7,000 RPM 
0-60 (&,ftC8.): •• . .• . 8.0 (faotory figure) 

Transmission type: Five-speed manual 

CHASSIS: 
$~n.IOR: "'''(,!·. c ;". 

'Front: Madpherson struts. complhfnte 
." struts, lower lateral IInks."!con 

oV8;~ '.~b9~ks. anti~ion bar. ' 

Lucinda LewiS photos 

in Japan. According to Mazda the 
American version of the 138 has 
three systems going for it that make 
turbocharging unnecessary, at least 
for now. 

Should you want to dazzle you r 
cocktail party or hot-tub buddies, 
they are: DynamiC Effect Intake 
(DEI), six-port-induction (6PI) and 
electronic gasoline injection. In the 
event someone in your circle is a 
technoid and asks you to explain, 
we'll try to help. 

DEI, according to Mazda, produces 
an effect similar to supercharging. It 
uses a dynamic air pressure wave 
generated in the intake manifold to 
supercharge air into the combustion 
chambers. It's a dynamiC air 
pressure effect better suited to 
rotaries than piston engines because 
in the rotary there's a stronger 
dynamic air pressure wave in the 
intake manifold and the intake port 
opens and closes muchJaster than 
in a piston engine. Also, there's no 
valve blocking air movement in the 
intake port. . 

Think of DEI more like juggling 
camshafts with different profiles and 
duration and lots of grinding work 
reshaping intake and exhaust ports 
on a piston engine. The result of DEI 
is it's possible to move the maximum 
power band up or down by changing 
port design. 

Six-port induction (6PI) is, as the 
name implies, an additional port to 
the two intake ports of the standard 
engine. (Two rotors equal two 
combustion chambers and with three 
ports each you end up with a total of 
six.) It's a neat system designed to 
improve low- and mid-range without 
screwing up performance at the top 
end. 

Simply, there's a new third port 
with a rotating valve controlled by 
exhaust pressure that opens only 
when the engine is turning close to 
its 7,000-RPM redline. What the third 
port allows is for Mazda engineers to 
design the primary and secondary 
ports to produce the best balance 
between torque and fuel economy 
and still keep the RX-7 a rotary 
rocket. 

Electronic gasoline injection (EGI) 
was, according to Mr. Yamamoto and 
his staff, a logical choice in 
combination with DEI and 6PI 
because the redesigned rotary need
ed better fuel control over a wider 
engine speed. The system replaces 
oneAv' Nikki carburetor. The fuel 
injection system is computer
controlled and takes its cues 'from a 
combination of engine operating 
factors via information sent from 
multiple sensors. The result of all 
three systems is 135 horsepower at 
a low-for a rotary-6,OOO RPM, and 
a fat torque curve maxed at only 
2,750 RPM. 

Since Mazda wants to apeal to 
sybarites as well as technoids, it 
upgraded the interior of all 1984 RX-
7 models. Circular dial heater and 
air conditioner controls replace the 
pull and slide levers of earlier cars; 
cluster switches for the windshield 
wipers and emergency blinkers are 
now operated without the driver's 
removing his hands from the new 
three-spoke steering wheel. In 
addition, the driver's seat, like the 
one in Mazda's mid-sized 626 sedan, 



has 10 adjustments, an improvement, 
although the seat still needs more 
side support. Finally, locks and 
lights have been added to the 
storage bins behind the seats. What 
the RX-7's interior provides is a 
complete driver's atmosphere, one 
that can be controlled in all weathe"r, 
either loafing along on freewcW 
cruise control or blasting around a 
parking lot or Laguna Seca Raceway. 

While rat-racing around Laguna 
Seca, we got to feel the effect of the 
redesigned rear suspension and the 
new optional recirculating ball 
speed-sensing power steering unit. 
Like variable-ratio, it's designed to 
be of maximum help in low-speed 
maneuvers (like' parking) and give 
drivers the right road information 
going 90 MPH in the early morning 
hours on California's sweeping 
Highway "1. It works perfectly in town, 
although it has a full-which doesn't 
mean dead-feel at higher speeds. 
What it needs is more feedback, like 
the non-assisted, rack-and-pinion 
system in the Porsche 944. 

One of the joys of the RX-7, both 
on the road and track, is its 
standard five-speed transmission. 
Like the four-speed before it, it 
continues to be a model for what a 
sports car transmission should be. If 
that doesn't impress, there's a new 
optional four-speed automatic with 
lock-up torque converter to replace 
the three-speed previously offered. 

Working the gas pedal, brakes and 

transmission hard in the corners 
produces more understeer than in 
previous RX-7s. Mazda was aware of 
the car's oversteering qualities and 
changed the pickup pOints on the 
rear suspension, still a live rear axle 
located by four links and Watt 
linkage. Twenty millimeters helps, 
according to RX-7 experts, although 
we still found the RX-7 a bit tail
happy to our taste. 

Mazda borrowed a Porsche 944 
"along with a 300-ZX to use for 
comparisons during the GSL-SE 
press introduction at Laguna Seca. 
Holding the RX-7 at a fairly slow 90 
MPH through Laguna's fastest turns 
required slight opposite lock on the 
steering wheel and mild throttle 
steering in order to keep the correct 
line through the turns. In the 
Porsche the same speed required 
nothing more than setting the wheel 

and holding it to maintain the desired 
arc. The Porsche's locked-on-the
road feel is helped considerably by 
its larger tires, 215/60-VRx15s as 
opposed to the RX-7's 205/60-
VRx14s, and we'd put more tire and 
wheel on any RX-7 we owned. Which 
brings up a styling as well as a 
handling point. 

The 944 has an aggressive look 
produced mainly by its bulging 
fenders and rear spoiler. The 
automotive press corps seems to 
feel, and we agree, that the RX-7 
needs the same treatment. It is, 
perhaps, the best boy-and-girl-racer 
sports car on the market and it 
should look the part. Proof is~n 
California, where about every third 

_ R.X-7 seen on the street appears to 
have aftermarket additions either for 
better handling or styling. 

Looks and still too much oversteer 

aside, the GSL-SE can be driven 
quickly around Laguna Seca, mainly 
the result of its increased ho'rse
power and bigger brakes. For 1984 
GSL-SE brake sizes are 9.84 inches 
in front and 10.1 inches at the rear, 
compared to the GSL's front 8.94-
inch and rear 9.29-inch discs. All 
GSL-SE discs are ventilated and the 
master cylinder has been enlarged 
to seven-eighths of an inch. There.'s 
enough information coming through 
your right foot and leg under heavy 
braking; however, a modification to 
the vacuum assist could improve it. 

What we particularly like about the 
GSL-SE, even more than its more 
powerful engine and chassis and 
interior refinements, is the fact that 
it's been around for a while. From 
the beginning RX-7s were screwed 
together right, which means the car 
worked and continued that way as 
the miles piled up. That's still the 
case, and that's what makes 'an RX-7 
as good a sports car value in 1984 as 
it was when introduced in 1978. 

In addition to the GSL-SE, RX-7s 
come in three other models: An Sat 
$10,195, a GS for $11,295 and a GSL 
for $13,095. They share the same 
body and chassis as the GSL-SE 
although don't- have the same engine, 
creature comforts or tires. The 
advantage for a potential purchaser 
is an RX-7 tailored for use. 

There's not much need for big 
Continued on Page 25 

IntrodUCing the"SPEC CAR" .li."._II 
, MAZDA PRO SERIES 

MAZDA 13B ROTARY 

ENGINE 

FIVE SPEED GEARBOX 

FUEL CELL 

FULLY ADJUSTABLE 
WINGS 

"EARL'S" OIL COOLERS, 
FITTINGS AND BRAIDED 
HOSES ARE USED 
EXCLUSIVEL Y. 

CONTROLLED 
PRO RACE SERIES 

COMPETITIVE PRICE 
UNDER $20,000 
LOW RUNNING COSTS 
START MONIES 
PRIZE MONIES 

-"1If1115HI 
HAYASHI RACING, USA 
17702 MITCHELL NORTH 
IRVINE, CA 92714 
(714) 660-0116 - 7 

• Additional information on the "SPEC CAR" and/ or 
involvement in the "PRO SERIES " as a competitor or 
sponsor is available by contacting: 

Mr. JOE KEL L Y/"SPEC CAR" Information 
Mr. DAN SKAHILU"PRO SERVICES" Information 
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Southern 
Point 
Continued from Page 9 

shoes. Curb came to the rescue with 
a right shoe that was almost two 
sizes too small. Bobby said he 
smiled all the way through the 
Presidential dinner with his foot 
killing him. I told him that trying to 
put leftside tires on the right will 
always bring pain. 

The amount of money-about a 
quarter of a million dollars in 
bonuses that ran their earnings over 
$800,000-that Bobby and DiGard 
received at the banquet was suf
ficient to ease any pain, but that was 

Mazda RX-7 
Continued from Page 13 

brakes, increased horsepower and 
performance tires if all you're 
planning to ~o is drive back and 
forth to school. However, if rat
racing or autocrossing is part of your 
life, then the GSL-SE is for you. 

CQmmuters will also like the RX-
7's EPA numbers. As reported by 
Mazda they are 19 MPG city and 29 
MPG highway for RX-7s with the 12A 
engine and a five-speed manual. The 
GSL-SE with the 13B engine and the 
same transmission is rated at 18 
MPG city and 29 MPG on the open 
road. 

There's one other aspect of RX-7s 
we think adds to their appeal. In our 
opinion racing must be part of any 
car that calls itself either a sports 
car or high performance car. Without 
it, it's just plain old hype. The 
proof lies with the great sports car 
marques, ones that have stood the 
test of time. Try to think of one 
famous performance car that didn't 
prove itself in competition. 

It's too early to tell if RX-7s will 
go into the books as one of the 
world's great sports cars, although 
if they don't, it won't be from lack of 
effort on Mazda's part. 

Both the 12A and 13B rotaries 
have been proven in competition. 
RX-7s with 12A power won 
IMSA's hotly competitive GTU class 
in 1980; '81, '82 and '83. RX-7s 
powered by 13B engines have won 
the GTO class at the Daytona 24-
Hour the last two years. 

And better yet, Mazda's not resting 
on its press clippings. In 1984 a 
modified 13B engine will power the 
all-new Lola T -616, which will race 
in international distance races here, 
in Europe and Japan (Auto Week, 
Dec. 26). 

In addition to the Lola and more 
GTU entries, Mazda rotary power 
will see action in a new class and 
car. The Jim Russell British School 
of Motor Racing introduced a new 
open-wheel, one-design car to race 
in a six-event series in conjunction 
with major races in 1984. Drivers 
will compete for cash and points 
toward a series championship. Each 
car will sell for less than $20,000,' not 
a bad price considering the cost of 
competitive Formula Fords and 
Atlantic cars. 

It's an ambitious program, yet 
fitting from a company that's . 
managed consistently to bring us an 
'exciting value-laden sports ·car. All 
we can tell you to sum up the __ 
GSL-SE RX-7 is that if it turns ~blL.. 
you on, you can't go wrong. \. 

really secondary. Bobby's humble 
and genuine appreciation toward his 
team and his family for winning the 
crown and the reaction of the some 
900 guests seemed to transcend 
money. Bobby was so thrilled that he 
finally ran out of anybody to thank. 
That he was voted most popular 
driver by his peers for the third 
straight year and sixth of his career 
simply added frosting to his cake. 

The most touching moment for me 
was the playing of Alabama's smash 
hit My Home's in Alabama with the 
new lyrics directed to Bobby. It came 
as a complete surprise to him-as 
did President Reagan's phone call 

" and Vice-president Bush's visit. 
It made me proud to be an 

Alabama native, to be a member of 
the Alabama Gang and to know 

firsthand what a wonderful man 
Bobby Allison is. I thought about the 
times in the shop in Hueytown when 
Bobby and I would start working on 
a race car on Tuesday and, 
sustained by hamburgers we sent out 
for, finish on Thursday without 
leaving the shop. 

When I started driving, I never 
thought that the sport would take me 
to the grand ballroom of the Waldorf
Astoria. While I sat there and shared 
Bobby's joy, I had a few selfish 
thoughts, too. I thought that it's very 
possible for me to become the 
Winston Cup champion and that with 
my new Junior Johnson/Warner 
Hodgton team in 1984, I'm going to 
strive for that. Finishing sixth in the 

. standings this year and, with some 
$60,000 in bonuses earning over 

$400,000 with RahMoc, was very 
good, but I can be champion. I'm 
sure that at least 10 or 12 other 
drivers had the same thoughts. We'll 
see. 

Meanwhile, I know .that those of 
you who have suffered through these 
missives will be elated that this is t'" 

my final column of the season. The 
bad news is that management has ' 
asked me to do it again next season. 
This has been the best season 
Winston Cup racing ever had. We 
say every year it can't get any better, 
but it always does. Many of you 
know Bobby Allison is a deeply I 

religious man and a devout Catholic. 
I asked him what we was going to do 
for an encore. "Bring 
in the Pope," he said. 

Have a racy new year. 

Champion Spark Plug Challenge 

P1us~the·more Mazda 
.... ~, the ,more they liked. 

As they entered the final event in the 
Champion Spark Plug Challenge, Mazda 
was the leading contender for the 
manufacturer's championship title. 

Still, they wanted a little insurance. So 
we gave them our best policy-a set of 

Copper Plus® spark plugs. 
The result? Mazda clinched the title 

with a first place finish. 
Copper Plus® spark plugs ... race 

proven for dependability. Just ask Mazda. 

IiIIII CHA!pIO~ ~ 
N01HING SPARJ<S i 
LIKE A OIAMPION 
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