
IN SEARCH OF THE 
SUPER-COUNIACH 

Lamborghini is poised to develop a successor to the Countach for the 
early '90s. Giancarlo Perini drives the technology-packed prototype 

T
hese are busy times at Lamborgh
ini. There are new bosses
American bosses-at the 
Sant ' Agata factory, a result of 
Chrysler having taken over the 

company in April. And with that influx of 
fresh capital work is progressing faster than 
ever on the successor to Lamborghini's 
most famous car, the Countach. 

That Lamborghini is developing a new 
Countach is no secret but until now details 
have been sketchy . The "Super-Countach, " 
as the new car has become known, does 
exist but so far only as a single prototype. 
Although the car you see in these pictures 
bears a close visual relationship to the exist
ing Countach, now 16 years olds, that does 
not mean the actual Super-Countach will. 
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According to sources at Sant' Agata , the 
eventual replacement for the Countach will 
have a brand-new, ultra-exotic design . 

In the meantime the prototype is acting as 
an evol utionary testbed for new body , 
chassis and drivetrain technology such as 
active suspension and four~ wheel-drive. 
Without the 4wd system the new car weighs 
a remarkable 867 pounds less than the cur
rent Countach , at 2623 pounds. Much of 
this weight saving has to do with the fact 
that instead of a space frame the new car has 
a light but very strong carbon-fiber mono
coque chassis. Couple that with a more 
powerful version (up to 570 hp from as. 7 
liter prototype motor) of the exist ing 450 hp 
(Euro-spec) four valve per cylinder 5.2 liter 
V 12 engine and you have a recipe for stun-

ning performance. 
In fact , with 570 hp each of the Super

Countach's horses would have to move just 
4 .6 pounds (compare that to the current 
U.S. spec 420 hp Countach's 8 .31 Ibs/hp 
ratio). A more conservative estimate of the 
next generation Countach ' s likely output
say 500 hp-wou ld give it a power-to
weig ht ratio not far behind the recently 
introduced Ferrari F40 (5 .0 Ibs/hp) . 

My introduction to the car comes in the 
two-wheel-drive version . From inside the 
crudely finished cockpit the big V 12 sounds 
loud and strong. After a few cautious miles 
through heavy traffic I find a section of road 
clear enough to experience the car ' s perfor
mance . Acceleration is incredible , and , al
though I have no chance to measure it 

AUTOWEEK DECEMBER 14. 19X7 



accurately, the car must have a 0-60 mph 
time in the four second range . 

Moving up through the gears the car's 
lightness adds extra flexibility to the en
gine 's power delivery ; the car is noticeably 
eas ier to drive than the current Countach. 
Even without the 4x4 sys tem (which is 
mainly intended to improve traction in wet 
or icy conditions) the handling is superb, 
with balanced and responsive high speed 
characteristics. I didn ' t have an opportunity 
to explore the car's maximum speed capa
bility, but accord ing to the Lamborghini en
gineers the car should manage 185 to 205 
mph depending on the engine fitted. 

Another factor in determining the new 
car 's a ll-out speed is aerodynamics. By 
slightly redesigning the front bumper and 
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Crudely finished prototype looks similar to current Countach 
(below) but is very different under the skin. Lack of space frame 
and use of composites save weight and make for roomier cockpit 

No speedometer is fitted in test car's 
stripped cockpit; new car should be good 
for 205 mph with 570 hp 5.7 liter V12 

further cleaning the car's shape all around, 
the Countach' s drag factor (currently sur
prisingly bad at 0.40 Cd) has been reduced 
by almost 10 percent. Recent tests at the 
Nardo circuit revealed that the car's nose 
tends to lift just below 200 mph . As test 
driver Valentino Balboni knows: " I saw 
324 kph (201 mph) on the very precise 
speedometer while I still had more power 
available, but I did not dare to push the 
engine to its limit because the nose tended 
to lift too much. " The problem results from 
the car's front being shaped to meet U.S. 
safety regulations, but Lamborghini is sure 
a different spoiler will take care of it. 

As for the 4wd Super-Countach , Lam
borghini has been experimenting with an 
all-mechanical transmission with central 

torque-split and differentials on both the 
front and rear axles. The mechanical torque 
converter has been geared to deliver 30 per
cent of the torque to the front wheels and 
the rest to the rear ones . Lamborghini has 
learned a lot from its testing and is further 
developing its system , no doubt with the 
encouragement of recently acquired ex-Fer
rari engineering expert and 4wd proponent , 
Mauro Forghieri. 

Present rear-drive Countachs have a nat
ural tendency to understeer, but that can be 
balanced by use of the throttle. With all
wheel-drive understeer increases dramati
cally and the effectiveness of power steering 
is reduced . How did Lamborghini cope with 
the problem? Has it gone in for four-wheel
steering? " That would be the obvious way 
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to go," said Lamborghini's technical direc
tor, Luigi Marmiroli, " but it is too compli
cated in a 12-cylinder rear-engined car, and 
we believe we can do without it. 

" We have found out we can solve the 
problem with a properly designed actively 
controlled suspension. " How Lamborgh
ini 's active suspension works he would not 
explain . "At this time it is our secret," 
said Marmiroli. He suggested that there are 
some electronic controls but that the system 
is not fully automatic. 

Concerning the car's construction, we 
can expect more progress towards the use of 

composite material (the F40 already makes 
significant use of kevlar and carbon fiber) 
for many sub-frame and body structure 
components, although the outer skin will 
continue to be aluminum. There will be at 
least 20 percent more room inside the cabin 
and better aerodynamics. The powertrain 
will combine the revised and lighter 12-cyl
inder motor (fuel injected and electronically 
controlled) with four-wheel-drive and semi
active suspension. 

Marmiroli knows what the next Lam
borghini will deliver ; how it will perform , 
how it will be made and what it will be 

made of. He says it will not be like the 
experimental car at all but does concede the 
production model will be directly shaped 
by what 's been learned from the prototype. 

Marmiroli also knows how the Super
Countach is going to look; the designer's 
proposal has been approved. It is said that 
Marcello Gandini, responsible for the Miura 
and Countach , has designed its bodywork , 
but reportedly Bertone has also submitted a 
styling proposal. 

Either way it will have to be exceptional 
lO maintain the image of what for many is 
the king of exotics, the Countach. _ 

When the going gets tough, the tough get luxurious 
Lamborghini's ultimate off-roader, here soon, wasn't enough for one buyer 

B
elieve it or not, the Countach is really 
not the most outrageous Lamborghini 
money can buy. That title has to go 

to the LM002, the go-anywhere 4wd, 
V12-engined monster Chrylser's Bob Lutz 
recently announced will be coming to the 
U.S. (AW, Nov. 30) early next year. 

The progenitor of the LM002 was first 
seen at the Geneva show in 1977, when it 
was powered by a Chrysler V8 (ironically) 
and was dubbed the Cheetah. Since then 
the vehicle was redesigned to do service as 
a tough, fast (125 mph) military transport 
vehicle, primarily for use in the Middle 
East. More recently the LM002, all 6000 
pounds of it, has been made available in 
luxury civilian form too . Both types use 
the Countach's 48 valve 5.2 liter Vl2 or 
an optional 7.2 liter marine V12 also made 
by Lamborghini. 

When the LM002 arrives here it will be 
with an exotic price tag around $120,000 
and specifications that should make it the 
last word in off-road machinery . 

That said, there exists one Saudi prince 
for whom the standard LM002 was simply 
not enough. Prince Turchi Bin Nasser, 
director of Dhahran Airport, decided he 
needed ,an appropriate vehicle for touring 
his airfield and for welcoming visiting dig
nitaries. And he wanted to be able to take 
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his phone, computer, bar 
and TV set with him. The 
LM002 fitted the bill per
fectly but for its insuffi
cient accommodations. 
The prince's solution was 
to call in Italian coach
builder Salvatore Dio
mante o Years ago Turin
based Diomante built Biz-

Saudi prince's 
one-off nine-seat 
LM002 (above) 
compared with 
regular vehicle 
(right), which 
comes to U.S. 
soon. V12, lUXUry 
cabin put LM002 in 
class of its own 

zarrini bodies and 
prototypes for Giugiaro and AMC . 

What Diomante created for the prince 
was a nine-seat, custom fitted luxury batt
le cruiser. This one-off LM002 has the 
same dimensions as the regular version 
(16 ft. long, 6 ft. 6 in . wide) except for its 
height, now nearly seven feet. 

Also unchanged is the drivetrain, which 
features a 450 hp, 369 lb ft torque version 
of the Countach powerplant, ZF five
speed transmission and 4wd system (with 
rear and central diffs). The prince's 
LM002 has a steel cage chassis, all inde
pendent wishbone suspension system and 
disc/drum brakes like the standard vehicle, 
and the 50/50 weight distribution is main
tained by compensating for extra weight 
by reducing the fuel capacity (down from 
76 to 25 gallons). 

Range Rovers and the like have abso-

lutely no chance in a traffic light sprint 
against the LM002. The big Lambo 's mas
sive torque peaks at 4500 rpm and the V 12 
takes no time to spin up to that speed, 
giving the huge vehicle a surprisingly 
swift takeoff from rest. 

Into his fiberglass bodied version Dio
mante added an extra air conditioner, re
frigerator, foldable desk and luxury wood 
and leather upholstery. Between a second 
set of armchairs is the expected entertain
ment set-up, complete with hi-fi and TV. 

The prince's ride is impressive but for 
most purposes we can't see much point in 
asking for more than is offered by the 
standard LM002. Oh, except perhaps for a 
slightly better return from a tank of gas; 
these days, five miles to the gallon is a 
little hard to justify, even for the rich. 

-GiancarLo Perini 
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