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It Ha~dly Seems Fair, Somehow 

Increasing" The · OHicer's Edge 
By Charles L. Cannon 

You can't get away from them. You 
might think you can, and you might know 
somebody who says he did. But you can't, 
and he didn't. , 

When a policeman chases a fleeing 
miscreant in his police car, he's going to 
catch him-both statistically and, for all 
practical purposes, in each individual 
case. There are a number of reasons for 
this, but it's primarily because it's not a 
fair contest. The officer has the edge. 

For one thing, he is not raCing. His job is 
to wait, keep·the bad guy insight until the 
bad guy gets in trouble or the roadblock 
the officer has called for materializes on 
the ro~ ahead. Probably the bad guy will 
get in trouble first, which brings up the 
other ways the policeman has the edge. 
More often than not the bad guy has a head 
full of booze or some other controlled 
substance; more often than not he is 
emotionally unstable; and of course he 
has.to get away, and is under the resultant 
pressure. 

And The Man is a better driver. 
What? . With that last, blood pre~sures 

shot up, no doubt. It seems everybody is 
willing to admit all the other reasons why 
coppers so often catch-or mop up
crooks in high speed chases. All that 
other stuff is just sociology. But better 
drivers? Riciculous.l 
_ Up to now the policeman's advantage 
has begun and ended with the fact that he 
spends an average of six or more hours a 
day in his car, most of it rolling time. And 
that, of course, has been an advantage 
readily overcome by his usually having a 
heavy, sluggish four-door sedan, no 

match forthe sort of vehicle often driven 
by the sort of person who most often tries 
to run from the police. 

Now, however, there are police depart
ments around the country waking up to 
the realities of the highway. Increasing
ly, alert police chiefs are realizing that 
more officers are killed in high-speed 
chases than by all. other on-duty causes of 
mortality. As they become more and more 
concerned that the " training" rookies 
receive in the academy is approximately 
worthless, they are looking for a better 
way to teach the cops to drive. The free 
market being what it is, for every in-

. crease in demand there crops up a new 
source of supply. And thus we see a new 
phenomenon springing up: the special
ized school designed to teach the police to 
drive so much better than the average 
qitizen that they can loaf along behind a 
speeding car until the fleeing driver 
either gives up or gets on his head. 

One of the most successful of these has 
been the National Academy for Police 
Driving, a non-profit organization based 
in Lancaster, Tex., and managed by Dick 
Turner. 

Turner is an ex-racer who left the 
circuit down South, earned a couple of 
doctorates and founded an asphalt paving 
company. He began his driving school 
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Six bits worth of rubber goes up in smoke at county expense, and all for Higher Learning. 

paved a track a little more than a half mile 
long, which he says is ideal for his type of 
instrUcting. ' 

There are other schools of police driv
ing, and Turner readily admits they all 
can teach police to drive better than they 
would have with no training at all. One 
major advantage of his teaching tech-

absorb the lesson at that speed. You're too 
scared at that speed. We show you the 
same moves, but we show you at 25mph 
on our tight track, and you absorb and . 
remember more· of what you hear. Also, 
when it comes your turn to try it out, you 
try it out at lower speeds going around 
the tight turns on our track. 

"The turns magnify the difficulty of the 
maneuver, which is why we call our 
technique 'low-speed stress training.' " 

A total of 709 policemen, sheriffs, U. S. 
Customs agents and other lawmen have 
passed through Turner's none-too-gentle 
hands since his course got started. Satis
faction with the course has been high, 
Turner says, and allocates part of the 
credit to a couple of his teaching aids. 

One of these, the perception/ reaction 
simulator, he is particularly proud of. It 
consists of a wooden version of a red
green-yellow traffic light, the painted 
circles hidden from the approaching 
driver until the last possible instant 
before he has to choose one of three lanes 
of safety cones. The combination of colors 
is exposed by an instructor standing just 
off the track. Turner claims the advantage 
of this system over a real traffic signal is 
double. 

Dare we call it "pig iron?" Not if we plan ever to be in Texas again, we don't. "Having the instructor there adds the 
human touch," he says. "The instructor 
can read the expression of the driver, can 
teli if he is ~lowing down a.t the last 
second to wait for a signal. If he is, the 
instructor just waits a little longer· to 
show him the lane." This throws the 
offiger back on his own resources, Turner 
says, and forces him to be more decisive, 
responsible for his moves. 

several years ago when, as a member of 
the Hutchins, Tex., police force, he ob
served the trouble his· colleagues were 
ha ving with driving situations he consid
ered perfectly obvious. Rural Texas has 
. no shortage of high-speed pursuits, and 
Turner decided to do something about it. 

His school first travelled to the depart
ments he was instructing. Now it travels 
little, because Turner has laid out and 
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niqJle, he claims, is the difference be
tween a high-speed and low-speed learn
ing situation. 

"The other schools teach high-speed 
tactics at high speeds," Turner says. 
"They sit you down in a car next to an 

. instructor who goes around a track at 
100mph, telling you what he's doing and 
telling you how to correct your mistakes. 

"That's all well and good, but you can't 
"We also can and do catch some cases of 

Continued On Next Page 

Stress is constant while the officers are on the course, as much to accustom them to split-second decision 
making as to teach them the racing line around a corner. 
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unsuspected colorblindness with the 
simulator." An Autoweek reporter re
cently saw an officer climb out of his car 
at the end of several unsuccessful runs 
and complain that he couldn't tell the 
difference between the three circl~s, so 
there might be something to this latter 
claim. 

Another teaching aid is the lollipop, 
also a human-factor device. Even simpler 
than the simulator, the lollipop is just a 
wooden arrow which an instructor swiv
els to point up, left or right. Once again 
this indicates a lane command. This time, 
however, the off~cer must enter the cor- · 
rect lane, travel into a narrow rectangle 
and use his reverse to get himself aimed 
back out again. Once out, he has to go 
through a slalom before the stopwatch 
clicks off. 

Teaching aids aside, the best part of the 
NAPD course to the officers who have 
been through it generally is the track
time. Turner and other instructors spend 

EPA Figures 
To Improve 

By Jake Kelderman 
Washington Editor 

WASHINGTON-U.S. Government-
provided mileage figures laughed at by 
many people but used by an equal number 
in deciding what car to buy will be a little 
nearer to the truth in the near future. 

The Environmental Protection Agency, 
which is jointly responsible with the 
Federal Energy Administration for pub
lishing the annual fuel economy guide, 
is making some changes in its testing 
procedures more closely to simulate 
actual road conditions and at the same 
time closing a large loophole whereby the 
automakers could build and profitably 
advertise high mileage cars unrepresen
tati ve of the remainder of the particular 
model line. 

Most of the manufacturers, of course, 
oppose the changes, arguing that it will 
rob them of a means by which to inform 
consumers of their highet fuel economy 
vehicles, but EPA believes the benefits of 
the new approach greatly overweigh the 
disadvantages. 

Currently, producers can put either a 
general or specific fuel economy label on 
a car. The general label is usually more 
accurate because it is usually put on the 
a verage car within the model line. The 
specific label ususally go~s on a car with 
characteristics quite different from the 
norm such as those with high rear axle 
ratios and few if any creature conuorts, or 
in the other extreme, those with every 
option available. 

The manufacturers generally empha
size the high fuel economy values of the 
stripped down models in their advertis
ing even though the majority of the cars 
sold under the same model name will not 
achieve these values, thereby creating a 
false impression with consumers. The 
EPA, beginning with the 1979 models, is 
going to prevent the manufacturers from 
doing this by eliminating the specific 
label. 

It is also going to group cars together in 
a more reasonable way for mileage 
comparison purposes. Besides subcom
pacts, compacts, mid-size, and large car 
divisions in the mileage guide a new class 
will be created to cover minicompacts. 
V ans will be co nsidered in a class of their 
own rather than mixing them in with 
specialty vehicles and within each divi
sion of passenger cars, vans and light 
duty trucks separate mileage figures will 
be given for three speed, four speed and 
overdrive equipped cars. 

Manifolds & Weber Carburetors 
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a lot of time in the cars with the students, 
iryin'g, Turner says, to keep the mood 
studious and not competitive. He never 
succeeds completely at this, however; 
police are natura.lly competitive, and as 
soon as they see what is going on, they 
start edging up to the scoreboard to see 
who's · doing what kind of times around 
the course. _ 

Turner, who is slated to be a featured 
speaker at the annual Congress of the 
National Safety Council Oct. 19, says he 
doesn't really mind the competition. 

"I want these men to learn. Basically, 
that's all I'm interested in when I go out 
on the track with a new class. Whether 
they learn because they think it's fun to 
beat the other students or because they 
know they'll be suspended until they pass 
the course on their own time, really 
doesn't matter all that much to me. 

"I mean, I don't want the guy to get 
suspended. But I would rather see him get 
suspended by his chief than get clobbered 
by a train." 

Seems to make sense. At the drop of a hat. Dick Turner will demonstrate the classic Bootleg Turn to students. 

TOYOTA GRAND PRIXOFTHE 
UNITED STATES 

Can Mario Andretti become the first 
American to win the World Champion
ship in more than 15 years? And can he 
do it with his John Player Lotus at what 
he considers his "home" circuit? 

Or will it be Niki Lauda, headed for his 
second title in three years, in the Toyota 
winner's circle at The Glen? 

Will James Hunt realize his goal and 
win this year's title behind the wheel of 
the new Wolf? 

Or will it be Carlos Reutemann, 
Gunnar Nilsson, John Watson or a' dark 
horse winner when the checkered flag 
falls October 2? 

These questions will be answered 
during the weekend of Sept. 3D, Oct. 1-2 
when Watkins Glen becomes the focus 
of the motoring world for the Toyota 
Grand Prix of the United States. 

The 19th American classic will be the 
setting for another furious battle be
tween the top six drivers in the point 
standings-Lauda, Scheckter, Andretti, 
Reutemann, Hunt, and Nilsson-as all 

. continue their quest for the World 
Championship in one of the most 
competitive Formula One seasons in 
history. 

The championship remains a wide
open affair. It's exptected to be the same 
way when the teams roll into Upstate 
New York for the October 2 Glen race. 

Grand Prix weekend at The Glen is 
more than just another race. It's a 
weekend which includes vintage sports 
car races, a round for the Robert Bosch 
Gold Cup, Kodak Camera Day and photo 
contests, free film festivals for campers, 
the Toyota'Celebrity Match race, exhibi
tions by the U.S. Navy Parachute team, 
and this year, the culmination of The 
Glen's 30th anniversary celebration with 
special activities presently being plan
ned. 

Money-saving advance sale tickets for 
the Toyota Grand Prix of the United 
States weekend are now available from 
Glen ticket offices (see order form 
below.) Ticketron outlets on the East 
Coast and in Canada also have the 
tickets, should you wish to pick them up 
there. 
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TOYOTA GRAND PRIX OF THE UNITED STATES 

SEPT. 30 & OCT. 1-2 
. GENERAL ADMISSION 
___ 3-Day Ticket(s) at $20 __ _ 
___ 2-Day Ticket(s) at $20 __ _ 
___ 1-Day Ticket(s) at $12 __ _ 

(Sunday, Oct. 2, only) 

PIT ROOF SEATING 
___ Entire Weekend at $50 __ _ 

KENDALL CENTER & PADDOCK PASSES 
___ Entire Weekend at $12 __ _ 

GRAY -GREEN-PINK-ORANGE 
RESERVED GRANDSTANDS 

___ Oct. 2 (U.S. GP) at $11 __ _ 
___ Oct. 2 (U.S. GP) at $ 8 __ _ 

RED-WHITE-BLUE 
RESERVED GRANDSTANDS 

___ Oct. 2 (U.S. GP) at $ 8 __ _ 
___ Oct. 2 (U.S. GP) at $ 5 __ _ 

ROAMING UNRESERVED 
GRANDSTAND-BLEACHER SEATING 

(Valid for every seat except Pit roof) 
_ _ _ Oct. 1 (Saturday) at $ 4 _ . __ 

Oct. 2 (Race) Not Available 

BLEACHER SEATING 
___ Oct 1 (Saturday) at $ 3 __ _ 
___ Oct. 2 (U.S. GP) at $ 5 __ _ 

TOTAL TICKET ORDER ____ _ 
HANDLING CHARGE ____ _ 
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED _ _ 

Grandstand by color 

First Choice . . .. . ... . .. . . ..... . . .. . . . ............ . 

Second Choice .. .... . . . .. . . ......... . . .... .. .. .. . 

Third Choice • 
IF ORDERING PIT ROOF SEATS 

Pit Roof Seats may be ordered by Choice of Pit. (Pit 
One seats are nearest Start/Finish line - Pit 50 seats 
nearest Pit Corner) and row (Row 1 - front. 2, 3. or 4-
top row) . 

Pit No. Row. No. 

First ChOice 

Second Choice ... .... ..... . . .... ....... .. . . •.... . 

Th ird Choice . . . . ... .. . . .... ...... ..... . ........ . . . 

FURTHER TICKET DETAILS 
Make checks or money orders (for full amount listed 

on this order form) to Watkins Glen Grand Prix and 
mail to: 
WATKINS GLEN GRAND PRIX 
P.O. BOX 187 
WATKINS GLEN, N.Y. 14891 

Complete ticket orders will be filled within a maximum of five days of receipt of order. Deadline for 
entrance ticket sal~ Postmark of 10 days before Sunday race day. For further details on tickets. write: 
Watkins Glen Grand Prix, P.O. Box 187. Watkins Glen, N.Y. 14891 or call (607) 535-4701 or (007) 535-
4500. 
NAME , ________________________ ~ _____ _ 

ADDRESS, ______________ ~-----------~-

CITY ________ ~~ ___________________________ _ 

STATE _______________________________________ _ 

ZIP __________________________ ~ ___________ ~--

MASTERCHARGE # 
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Pit roof seats are going quicky, and 
only a few are left. Order yours now with 
the order form below to be sure you are 
not. disappointed later. And the popular 
Kendall Center/Paddock passes are in 
limited supply as well , so if you want 
those, order now to avoid disappoint
ment. A good selection of grandstand 
seats, both at the Start/Finish line and at 
the concrete grandstands at the foot of 
the Esses, are still available, but again, 
act quickly. 

I EXPIRES l 
I I I BANKAMERICARDIVISA #--------------- I 

I EXPIRES . I 

'
I 0 Please "X" box if you wish a.free subscription to the "Glen Racing News." I 

• __________________ - ___________ .-_____________ ---J 
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