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Euro 5000: 

'Pilette'sT400-A Winner At Thruxton 
By David Hodges 

Teddy Pilette scored his second 
consecutive F-5000 victory at Thruxton 
on August 17 by a mile or so from Richard 
Scott in another Lola T400. 

Qn'-the face of it, another wretched non
race in th i's year ' s Shellsport 
championship? Happily, that bald fact 
isn't the story. For 25 of the 30 laps Pilette 
had scarcely been able to bat an eyelid in 
the wrong place, for hard up behind h i s 5-
liter Lola chased Alan J ones in a ·3.4-liter 
March. The battle didn't go right through 
to the flag because with tust over a lap to 
go the rear wing pylon of the Jones March 
started to break away. It did go on long 
enough to prove to the hilt theories about 
the future of F-5000 racing being in the 
cOII?-petitiveness of the Ford-Cosworth V-
6, and on the day it was a race worth the 
admission price. 

Down .the grid, then, The two least
modified ' Lola T400s in existence. 
occupied the front row, both Pilette and 
Gethin having lapped within the official 
record time (Pilt~tte in fact recorded the 
first -ever 120mph lap at T}lruxton). 

On row two Guy Edwaras equalled the 
1:11.0 record;' Scott's team manager 
reckoned his man got down to 1:10.8, but 
settled for the official 1:11.2. 

It really was a surprise to find Ian 
Ashley's black Lola on row three. After 

which to promote F-5000 in future). 
J ones made his last big effort as the pair 

lapped Ashley on lap 28. Next lap, his rear 
aerofoil started to break away ~S'the pair 
came into the braking area for the 
chicane, and the blue March swung wildly 
off· onto the grass. 'Jones started to climb 
out .as marshals ran to the car, then he 
realized that it might be dr'iveable: 
ploughed back up onto the track' behind 
new second place man 'Scott, and with 
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RESULTS 
30 laps. 1-Pi lette (Lola T400) 36 laps in 36:25.4 for an average 

speed of 116.43mph; 2-Scott (Lola T4oo) 37:09.2; 3-Jones (March 
75A) 37:34.4; 4:Ashley (Lola T330) . 29 laps; S·Purley (Chevron 
830) 29 laps; 6-Walkingshaw (March 7SA) 29 laps; 7-McGurie (Lola 
1332) 29 laps; 8-Turner (Lola T330) 28 laps; 9-Leech (Chevron 824) 
28 laps: 10-Hill (March 74A) 27 laps; ll-Featherstone (McRae 
GM1) 27 laps. No other finishers. Fastest lap: Jones. 1:11.6. 
118.46mph. 

looSe wires sparking on the track set out 
'on a cautious last lap. All the crowd was 
.deprived of was a last challenge on the 
run in to the flag, and dispassionately one 
must admit that Pilette would probably 
have got the better of that. 

The other part of the story: Edwards 
charged through at the start, tangled 
wheels with Gethin in the complex, 
putting the two potential front runners 
out (Guy did continue for five laps before 
actually retiring). Schupp an gave up 
after a couple of laps. Belso's engine blew 
in a vast cloud of smoke after four laps 
and when the car stopped a pool of oil 
soon formed under it,. 

...his Nurburgring accident German 
doctors had assured him that he would not 
walk for eight weeks; the idea that a 
racing driver might want to defend his 
championship position a couple of weeks . 
after such .an accident obviously never 
occurred to them. Ashley was more than 
pleased with his practice time, as he had 
not really expected to be competitive and 
was hoping to just pick up a few points 
and stay in contention. After equalling 
Scott's time, Ashley sat in the paddock 
modifying the plaster on his right. leg 
with a hacksaw; he admitted to some 
misgivings about lasting the distance, 
and about his fine pedal control-on full 
throttle he was pushing the loud pedal 
with plaster rather than his foot, and 
therefore to an extent driving on 
judgment rather than feel. His mechanics 
nearly wept 'wnen r ight at the end of 
practice engine trouble (crankshaft 
damper) threatened to deprive Ashley of 
his race (and championship points), 
but fell to with a will, and the car appeared 

Ian Ashley makes some personal adjustments before the race; when it was 'over some time passed before'he 
So the race settled w ith Pilette and 

J ones disappearing into the distance, 
Scott and Purley disputing third place, 
another gap to Ashley with Walkinshaw 
in close attendance. 

on the grid. . 
The car next to it had to be hastily 

repaired, too. This was the fastest of the 
V -6 3.4. liter devices, the Thru~days/RAM 
March. 

Back a row, to Vern Schuppan, not at all 
happy with Teddy Yip's Lola T332. 

Tom aelso (and friends) found enough 
cash to run another race (Tom feeling he 
has to keep his hand in for 1976) .. 
Alongside him was David Purley. 

Last driver of note, Tom Walkinshaw in 

could bear to be lifted from the car. . 

the Hermetite-Shell March. Unlike Jones' . 
car, F -1-based and works-built, 
Walkinshaw's is F-2 based, the ex
Kuwashima car. 

Half a dozen grid fillers, who generally 
kept out of the way. Thanks be. 

Optimism about F-5000 in Europe 
should always be guarded with crossed 
fingers and other tribal talismans, but it 
did look promising this time. As it 
transpired, we had a real race for the lead, 
albeit a two-car race. 

Pilette got away clearly in the lead and 
pounded round at the end of the first lap 
with Jones in pursuit. Briefly it looked as 
if Teddy might just ease gently away, as 
by the third lap he was four-fifths of a 
~econd ahead of Jones. But the Australian 
was getting into his stride; and got back 
with the Lola. 

There were perhaps two placss on the 
circuit where Jones might get past, in the 
right-left-right sequence of corners 
known as the Complex, and in the chicane 
just before the pits. Here Pilette drove a 
wide . Lola, but was-'not flustered into 
driving too hard-he has seen other races 
lost at these points througb sheer over
exhuberance. Lap after lap Jones came 
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almost alongisde the red Lola into the 
chicane, not necessarily attacking, but 
keeping up momentum and revs so that 
the big V8 would not out-torque him at the 
exit. 

N ow he started getting alongside on the 
faster 'Stretches, to no real avail-Pilette 
always jus~ had the lme. But it was good 
stuff; 3.4 liters versus 5-liters, around 
450bhp versus around 500bhp, a 
sophisticated power unit versus a power
producing lump-whichever way you 
looked at it, this was a so evenly matched 
two-car race (and a splendid prop on 

Fastest lap went to Jones, who' equalled 
his practice time. All things being equal, 
all machinery holding together, the next 
Shellsport F-5000 race on a sinuous 
circuit should be a fascinating contest. If 
it is, if the rest of this season is good, and 
that helps to confirm and strengthen mild 
German interest in the class, we might 
even be reporting a real European 
championship from this side of the 
Atlantic next year, rather than a 
preponderantly British championship: . 

Rogers Predicts Tight 
NASCAR Rookie Race Finish 

DOVER, Del.-Jackie Rogers won the 
hearts of many race fans last year and he 
won the respect of many people who work 

, in auto racing. But he didn't win the one 
thing that meant the most to him-the 
1974 "Rookie of the Year" title. 

Early in the 1974 season, Jackie and 
Richie Panch were ' locked in a head to 
head duel for the lead in the rookie 
stap.dings and Jackie was working night 
and day to keep his racer ready. 

Suddenly, Earl Ross, another rookie 
contender, landed a big sponsorship and a 

.J'¥lior Johnson ride. It wasn't too long 
after that that it became obvious that Ross 
would have the backing to enable him to 

_ eventually claim the rookie title. So, what 
started as an exciting year for Rogers, 

i turned out to be a most discouraging one 
and after Jackie lost his bid for the rookie 
title, his car owner sold the racer and 
Jackie was without a ride. 

The beginning of this year saw Jackie 
competing in sportsmen races on short 
track~ and wishing he was ~ack in Grand 
National racing. He recently got his wish 
and now he's teamed up with Lou 
Viglione driving the Pittsburg Special. 

Asked if he thought he just picked the 
wrong year to compete for the rookie 
hon~rs, Jackie said, "Well, no not really, 
that's just the way things go. It might 
have been easier this year, but I'm glad 
it's over with no.w so I can forget about it." 

About this year's crop of rookies, 
Jackie had this to say, "They're good 

.( drivers. I don't know all of them real well, 
but I talk to Bruce Hill and Carl Adams a 
lot. They're all good drivers and I think 
there's going to be 'a tight finish between a 
couple of them." , 

So far this year Jackie has competed in 
five Grand National ev-ents with his best 
performance being a ninth place finish in 
the recent Talladega race. 

Ma'n, .Wife Capture 
Sports Car Olympics 

SQUAW VALLEY. Calif.-Tim Hagner 
won ~he 15th annual Sports Car OlympICS 
here with barely a point to spare over his 
nearest competitor. Second by the 
smallest of margins was his wife Sue 
Hagner driving the same Porsche 356; 
Tim has a total of 502.548 points (out of a 
possible 505) and Sue came in with 501.886 
points'. 

Their Porsche woh the concours, Tim 
won one autocross and finish&d second in 
the other, won the sports car quiz, and 
was in the top five in the funkhana. 
Atten~ance at the 15th Sports Car 

Olympics was up some 12% over the past 
two years and one entrant flew from New 
York and rented a car to be part of the 
event. . 


