
Escape Road 
Maserati 1505: 
A racer that sounded 
like', shattering china 
By Dennis Ortenburger 

Resolved: Maserati has long 
enjoyed the reputation of producing 
fast and powerful motorcars. 

Resolved: Its high-performance 
image is well grounded, having 
earned its thoroughbred -credentials 
through countless miles of ra.cing. In 
fact, in the early ye'ars of their -
company, the Maserati brothers 
cared for little else. 

Ergo: The Maserati 150S. 

In 1914, Alfiero, Bindo and 
Ernest,o Maserati set up shop in 
Bologna and called themselves the 
Officiana Alfieri Maserati. They first
specialized in high-performance 
tuning, but later attracted contracts 
from Isotta-Fraschini and Diatto to 
build racing cars. The success of 
these machines was modest, 
but the experience was invaluable. 
So much so that when Diatto quit 
racing in 1926 it was natural for the 
Maseratis to continue under their 
own name. Their talent was obvious 
because at the Targa Florio that 
year a Maserati took first place in, 
its first time out. 

While the next half-decade proved 
that Maserati could build extremely 
fast monopostos, they were stiil no 
match for the Mercedes-Benz and 
Auto Union single-seate·rs. Always on 
a shoestring budget, Maserati spent 
most of its development money on 
engines. As a result, Maseratis of the 
time suffered from weak brakes and 
flexible chassis. A few earned the 
reputation for being difficult, if not 
outright dangerous, to drive·. If that 
wasn't enough, 1932 saw the death 
of Alfieri, whose enthusiasm and 
perserverance had been crucial to 
the company's survival. 

Ernesto and Binda were left in 
desperate need of money, so in 
order to save their marque they sold 
out to Adolfo Orsi ~nd his son, Omer. 
The Modenese industrialists kept the 
brothers on and gave them free rein 
to develop new projects. One of 
which was an Indy car that achieved 

, tremendous success by winning both 
the 1938 and 1940 Memorial Day 
races. 

After World War II, formula racing 
underwent a period of change·. For a 
time interest was greatly diminjshed, 
which led the Maserati brothers to 
leave and form the OSCA company. 
Eventually motoring enthusiasts were 
showing renewed interest in sp(jrt~ 
cars,- and OSCA sought to capitalize 
on this trend by concentrating on 
two-seat automobiles. Meanwhile, the 
Maserati works moved to Modena 
and followed OSCA's lead by 
designing its own sports racer: 

The result was the two-liter 
A6GCS. Although Maserati in name ' 
only, the car had very pretty all
enveloping bodywork and an 
extremely reliable and powerful six
cylinder engine based on a works 
design that went back to 1936. Best 
of all, it proved to be instantly 
successful, which allowed Maseratis 

. to catch the initial wave of the 
"Golden Age" of sports cars. The 
time was the mid-19S0s, and at no 
other period in the history of the 
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automobile were there so many 
different companies building so 

. many separate models which con
formed to the same ideal. Spectator 
interest came to be enormously 
enhanced, of course, by the wide 
variety of cars on the racing grids. 

Caught up by the A6G'CS's 
reception and the enthusiasm of the 
time, Maserati decided to introduce 
a whole new line of customer racing 
cars. It also adopted the somewhat 
unusual philosophy of building these 
machines to the same specifications 
as the factory team cars. 

Equally startling was the range of 
off~rings. Maserati produced designs 
for not only the 1.5- and 2.0-liter 
classes, but also for the 3.0- and 4.5-
liter competitors. All the cars were 
clothed in similar bodywork (by 
Fantuzzi) to maintain a family 
identity, but most were significantly 
different under the skin in order to 
accommodate the variety of engine 
displacements and necessary brake 
and suspension differences. 

The baby, if you will, and the first 
of the new line, was the 1.S-liter 
1S0S. Targeted for the amateur 
racer, the little Maserati featured a 
marvelously reliable four-cylinder 
engine that displaced 1,484cc. The 
alloy-cased powerplant used gear
driven, double overhead camshafts, 
twin ignition and dual side-draft 
Webers. To aid. longevity, the 
compression ratio was only 8.75 to 1, 
but the engine produced a 
substantial 130bhp at 7,500 RPM. 

With a sound curiously akin to 
shattering china, the 150S was good 
for 138 MPH with its standard 3.S ' 
ditto Power was transmitted through a 
conventional four-speed gearbox, 
although several 1S0s were fitted 
with one of their bigger brother's 
five-speeds. 

The suspension was fully 
independent with A arms and coil 
springs up front arid a de Dion with 
a transverse leaf spring at the rear. 
Brakes were drums, outboard at all 
corners, and the wheels w.ere' 16-inch 
center-lock Borrani wires. 

The _ bodywork was done in light 
alloy and was supported by a simple 
framework of small-diameter tubes. 
Interestingly, the first few cars of the 
26 1S0s built had abbreviated fins on 
the rear fenders and a somewhat 
stubby shape reminiscent of the 
A6GCS. At least one car was 
constructed in coupe form. 

The first outing for the 1S0S was at 
the Nurburgring SOO-Kilometer road 
race with Jean Behra at the wheel. 
The Masei-ati rewarded tits makers 
with a first in class, setting the stage 
for many wins to come. As Maserati 
had intended, the 150S was raced 
primarily by amateur sportsmen who 
could move up to ·the 200S should 
the desire for more power arise. -

If the little Maserati had any 
weakness, it was in the chassis. A 
multitube affair which only mimicked 
a true spaceframe, it could resist 
little more than SOOlbs. ft. per 
degree of twist. By comparison, Colin 
Chapman's 19S6 Lotus 11 could 
withstand three times that number. 
Still, chassis failures were rare, no 
doubt due in large measure· to the 
car's 1,320-pound dry weight. To 
Maserati's credit, the balance of 
engine power to suspension and 
brakes was very good, and the car 
was a predictable handler albeit with 
a decided tendency toward 
oversteer. 

The 1S0S was a classic design 
well suited to the period. Along with 
the 200S it shared a reputation for 
reliability which, unfortunately, 
couldn't be said for the 3.0- and 4.5-
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liter cars whose designs weren't 
nearly as well sorted. Although 
incredibly fast, they either won or 
broke. 

For Maserati, though, the Golden 
Age would end abruptly even before 
the advent of the lightweights with 
their markedly superior handling and 
chassis rigidity. The moment 
occurred during the 1957 Grand Prix 
for sports cars in Caracas, 
Venezuela. In the space of a few 
minutes the four works 450s were 
written off in accidents. That, 
coupled with coincidental business 

. losses suffered by the Orsis, forced 
an end of racing and race car 
production. It took. fully two years to 
recover from the setbacks, but by 
then Maserati had a design which it 
hoped would bring it to the forefront 
of modern racing. That car, of 
course, was the Birdcage. 

The 150S pictured belongs to Bob 
Baker of La Jolla, Calif. Its chassis 
number is 1675 which, by all 
accounts, makes his car the second 
to the last one built. According to 
Baker's records, the car was first 
sold to an SCCA racer in the U.S. 
who apparently never achieved 
anything spectacular, but didn't do 
anything dumb with it, either. In fact, 
the car had been kept so near to 
its original state that it -even did a 
three-year stint in Briggs 
Cunningham's Automobile Museum. 

"Just waiting for the chance to go 
racing again," said the 67-year-old 
Baker, who freshened the car's 
mechanicals and joined Southern 
California's Vintage Automobile 
Racing Association. As anyone who's 
seen Baker race at Laguna Seca, 
Riverside or Willow Springs can 
attest, there are few cars - _ 
faster than those that wear the -0'" 
sign of Neptune's trident. " 


