
By Martin Holme. 

Success came in threes to Bernard 
Darniche at the Tour de Corse-the third 
time in a row he had won this event, the 
French round in the World Championship, 
and the victory in the third of the three 
important French rallies this year- MontQ 
Carlo, Tour de France and Tour de Corse. 
This was virtually an all-French event, with 
no official team cars and no affect on, 
either of the World Drivers' or World 
Championship tor Make, but in accor
dance with recent trends it was longer and 
tougher than ever before. 

Reliability rather than speed contribut
ed to success and nearly all the fancied 
runners retired. Stones on the road on the 
penultimate stage nearly caused Dar
niche, and several ether drivers, to retire. 
The only driver to 'threaten Darniche was 
the French champion Bernard Beguin, 
who had transmission failure on the first 
night. Second overall was a privately 
supported ex-works Renault 5 Alpine of 
Jean Ragnotti, who fin ished over a half
hour behind Darniche with his Chardon
net team Lancia Stratos. 

The Route 
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As with several other raliies (for exam
ple, the Acropolis and the San Remo) word 
had been given to the organizers of the 
Tour de Corse that unless they toughened 
up their rally, its future within the World 
Championship for Makes was uncertain. 
Of course, the decisions about the 1980 
season were made far too late for the 
Cors1can organizers so far as the planning 
for their 1979 event was concerned, so an 
early decision was made that the 1979 
event would be much more of a marathon 
event. After all, the "sprint" events like the 

The Tour de Corse rally is among the most scenic in the world; this is the winning Lancia Stratos of Darniche /Mahe. 

, 1000 Lakes, Quebec and Swedish were 
known to be vulnerable in the WCR. 
Certainly the new format, in which there 
are two nights of rallying, completely 
changed the attitude of the competitors. 

Before the start, all the leading drivers 
stated that the most important thing on 
this event was sjmply to fin ish. What was 
not said was just how many would retire so 
early. So for the fi rst time, there was a 
night halt at the Tour de Corse. The start 
and finish were this year at Ajaccio and' the 
halt at Bastia, and each leg was 18 hours 
long. There were a total of 22 high-speed 
sections, 13 orthodox special stages 
which ranged in length from 18 to 51kms 
and nine "chronometric" sections from 
46kms to 101 kms. 

So far as timing is concerned, the 
difference is slight. Scratch timing applies 
on the stages whereas on the chronomet
ric sections (where a delay of a second still 
counts as one second's worth) there are 
maximum and minimum times. If the 
minimum time is beaten, then as on the 
RAC Rally, the crew is penalized the 
minimum and does not have the benefit of 
the amount by which the minimum time is 
beaten . . New this year was the arrange
ment about maximum times: if the maxi-

mum time is exceeded, then the crew is 
penalized just the maximum, but the 
amount by which the maximum time is 
exceeded (in whole minutes , without 
reference to seconds) counts as road 
penalties. 

For example, the first chronometric 
section (101 kms long) was given m inimum 
and maximum times of 1 h 5m and 1 h 25m 
respectively. The best time was that of 
Segu in at 1h 16m 53s, and a total of 14 
crews finished the section in less than 1 h 
25m. The 15th' best t ime was Rouby 
(Renault 5 Alpine) at 1h 25m 24s. H is 
penalty for the section was 1h 25m. As his 
excess beyond the maximum tilne was 
only 24s, he incurred no road penalt ies. In 
nineteenth place was Oesangles (Opel 
Kadett GT/E) . His time was 1h 26m 05s. 
Therefore his penalty for the section was 
again 1h, 25m, but in addition he lost one 
minute road ,pena1ty (which also counted 
towards exclusion). The slowest time was 
Grazzini (BMW2002) at 1h 59m 05s who 
gained road penalties of 34min. A total of 
45min was allowed on each leg. 

The Corsican traditions were main
tained in every other way, the changeable ' 
weather, the incredibly tortuous roads-, the 
rather determined individualist approach 
to life and its proQlems-and above all a 
pride that here, on Corsica, they do 
things-including their rallying-in a way 
that the mainland would never allow. 

Although Corsica is French and French drivers dominated th,e rally, the only Frenc.h-built 
car in the top three was the Ragnotti/Andrie R5 Alpin~. .~ ' i _. 

The Entry 
It stands without comment that the entry 

for the 23rd Tour de Corse was a great 
d isapPointment. There have been events 
without character and with terrible organi
zation in this year's WCR-with exciting 
entries, yet 1n Corsica the organization 
leaves little to be desired, yet there are no 
worthwh ile forei,gn entries at al l. 

The World Championship was al ready 
settled the moment the entry lists c losed, 
since there were no Datsuns at all. This 
meant that Oatsuns could never equal 
Ford's total and therefore Ford in their 
absence became champions. 

23RO WORLD CHAIPIONSHP RALLY. CORSICA, FRANCE. NeVEl-
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RESULTS 
I -B. Darniche/ A. lI.he. Lancia Stratos, 14:36:46 ,0; 2-J. 

lI&notti/ JII. Andd •• Renault 5 Alpine, 15:12:52.0; Pl. 10reau/R. 
Biron. Porseht911.15:23:06.0;4-A. Coppier/llme uloz. Porsche 
R5. 15:30:26.0; limes II. Mouton/F. Conconi. Fiat Abarth 131. 
15:53:38.0; 6-B. PicontlR. Cicantlli. Opel ICldett GTE. 16:09:29.0: 
7-P. Rouby/A.Garcon. RtnauIt5Alpint. 16:21:15.0; 8-JP:Mari/P. 
De La FOlta, Toyota, 17:41:45.0; 9-J. BondrillelY. Flttaccio, Opel 
Kadett GTE, 17:4:4;44.0; ID-JC. Martinttti/P. GiIcolllOlli, Toyota 
Starlet. 11:16:01.0; 12-F ..... si/ •• Bllesi. Opel IIdett GTE. 
18:11:33 .0; 13-K Col"Onll'/P. Burest, Open Kadett GTE. 
18:31:05 .0; 14-J.J. P,ol.tti/C. Santucci, OPID lad_ett GTE , 
18:43:02.0. 

The drivers' series still remained open 
between Waldegard and Mikkola, neither 
of whom were in Corsica, yet both of 
whom will contest the two remaining 
rounds after this. But even if the foreigners 
did not come, and even ,if there were no 
proper factory cars at all in this event, the 
French tarmac drivers were present in 
force. Of course, last year's winner, 
Oarniche, was given number one., w ith his 
Chardonnet Stratos and the other remain
ing A-priority drivers were Vincent (whose 
Porsche blew up being tested a few hours 
before the start) , Mouton and Andruet, 
who drove Fiat-France Abarth 131s, Nico
las with the Talbot France Group 4 
Sunbeam, and Ragnotti , with a Renault 5 
Alpine entered by the Corsican Renault 
dealers. 

If the list of names proved anything. it is 
that the Tour de Corse is just as much a 
thing for the French as the 1000 Lake,S is 
for the Finns, and then even forthe French 
there are only a handful who could hope to 
succeed. Before the start Aridruet told 
'Equipe readers that it would simply be a 
matter of him or Darniche winning. 
Vincent and Serpaggi (a Corsican who 
drives a Stratos and who has competed, 

several t imes this year on the mainland) 
have not had much ' luck lately. Seguin 
does not know . Corsica very well and 
Nicolas has the disadvantage of a car 
which is still quite new. And between him 
and Darn iche, Darniche stood a far better 
chance as his Stratos was the better car. 
Previous resu lts have proved this through. 
Oarn iche had already won four previous 
t imes, Andruet th ree and Nicolas once. 
And the foreigners? The only infidel to 
succeed since the early 'Sixt ies had been 
Munari. 

First Etape 
What a way to start a rally: the first 

section was 10km long. One hundred 
th irteen crews (the same number as last 
year) should have started, but with the 
absence of Francis Vincent this was 
reduced: At two o'clock on the morning of 
the start, a mechanic heard a serious noise 
in the engine of the Porsche and it was 
pOintless to put the car into parc ferme 
before the start. 

Darniche had a clear run on the section 
in the hills inland from the Golfe de 
Sagone, nursing his blue Lancia through 
the endless corners. It was nearly five 
minutes before the next car arrived at the 
finish, the· Fiat of Michele Mouton, who 
had started at number three, while it was 
another minute before the Talbot Sun
beam of Nicolas came through. 

Andruet appeared to be in trouble 
already, for hard on his tail was Beguin's 
Porsche, leaving thick layers of rubber 
braking fo'r corners and accelerating out 
of them. irrespective of how near the edge 
of the road he went or even whether the 
edge was protected or not. Seguin made 
fastest time, although only by eight 
seconds from Darniche, while third , more 
than two minutes behind, was Serpaggi's 
Stratos. 

Surprisingly, there were relatively few 
missing cars, the Porsche of Jacques 
Almeras was very late through, having 
been off the road on a sharp left-hander 
halfway through the stage. Gardavot 
(Group 3 Porsche) cruis'ed downhill to the 
end of the stage without -petrol. Andruet's 
trouble appeated to be an electrical 
failure, but after stopping in the stage it did 
not recur. 

The second test, starting from Pisciatel-
10, to the east of Ajaccio was snorter. Here 
Darniche started in earnest, 39sec quicker 
than Seguin. Soth Fiats had punctures, 
Mouton lOSing about 3.0min and Andruet 
hobbling to the finish with crippled 

Continued on Next Page 
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Tour de COrse Rally 
Continued From Preceding Page 
suspension and losing about 20. He had to 
retire. 

After this was the next long section: this 
time 99km, northwards along the -Col de 
Verde road which runs up the central 

. mountain line. Here more drivers struck 
trouble. Michele Mouton punctured, then 
had a broken fuel injector, the combina
t ion of which -cost 'five excess minutes on 
the section and another 12 on the road. 

. Francis Serpaggi had fuel pump trouble 
with the Stratos, Alain Beauchef ran out of 
fuel with -his Group 1 Ford, and in the race 
tor Group 1 honors Clarr finished fifth . 
Darniche was four -minutes quicker than 
the next man Nicolas-and then only at 
the expense of a terrible shock when he 
went off the road after failing to hear a 
warning from co-driver Mahe. 

By now the rally was on the eastern side 
of the island, and the rain· had arrived. Up 
the Col ,deBavelJa, Darniche was one 
minute qu icker than Ragnotti-the Ren
ault driver having publ ic ly hoped for rain ' 
before the start while fifth quickest was 
another 5 Alpine driver, Jean Pierre 
Manzagol, who once had finished third 
overall on this, his home event. The 
shortest section o( the rally, on a loop 
cJose to Porto Vecchio, followed, with the 
Slus Stratos ahead of the blue Renault 
once again. and the overall positions 
here, halfway through the frst etape, was 
Darniche '10 minutes ahead of Nicolas, 
with Ragnotti another two behind, while 
seven minutes behind him, was the first 
~orsican, Pierre Louis Moreau,with a 
Group 4 Porsche. Already Darniche's 
stage times were nearly 31h hours: this was 
indeed to be a marathon event. 

only 28 were allowed to continue. After a 
lot of rain the first night, a dry night was 
forecast so at least the slippery chestnut
strewn roads might not prove so hazar
dous. 

-Already the cars were as weary as if the 
rally had already been qm , and st ill 
another night was left to go. If Darniche 
was secure, reliabili ty permitting, Jean
Louis Clarr was anxious ' to prove his 
Group 1 prowess against Picone and this 
anxiety was his undoing._ Straight off the 
road, he smashed the front end-and was 
the first retirement of the second leg. 

Jean-Pierre Nicolas was also keen to 
improve, but at the end of the first 
section-a long difficult road section 
timec;1 simply to the minute rather than the 
second-he ' reported electrical trouble 
once again. Ten minutes were lost before 
he could restart again, -and now he was 
really determined. On the ensuing stage 
he was quickest overall but soon after
wards he was out for good. He had some 
explain ing to do, when the Talbot me
chanics saw the right front wheel pushed 
well back into the wheel arch. " It was a 
pig, " he exclaimed. The car? The corner? 
"No, it was a wild pig, a huge animal in the 
middle of the road. And what was more I 
was not allowed to claim it, as the local 
spectators took it away!" 

Manzagol with the Renault 5 Alpine was 
the next casualty. His accelerator cable 
became entangled with bis brake pedal, he ' 
spun and went off the road trying to 
restart. He had previously been suffering 
gearbox trouble, the~same problem that 
was beginning to afflict Ragnotti as-well. 
Another hearty performance was coming 
from Michele Mouton, still catching up 

The Porsche of Moreau/Baron finished third, despite a sick-sounding engine. 

Nicolas was now really happy with his 
Sunbeam and raring to go. Maybe Dar
niche was feeling able to ease a little, since 
on the next two stages Nicolas was 
quickest though when the long road up the 
island was tackled once again Darniche 
was again in front. Now he was over 
10.5min ahead of Nicolas, with Ragnotti 
and Manzagol in tf:1eir Alpines third and 
fourth . Behind Moreau's Porsche were the 
two leading Opels in Group 1 and close 
behind Coppier's leading Group 3 
Porsche. All the while, the private drivers 
were struggling onwards, hoping that the 
organizers' extension of their overall 
lateness for this etape from 45 to 60 
minutes would keep them in the event. 
Then on the final section of the f irst half, 
Jean-Pierre Nicolas' -Sunbeam stopped 
with electrical trouble. Eventually he was 
able to trace this to a broken lead from the 
starter to the battery, but over 40 road 
minutes were lost. He arrived at Bastia 
second on stage times but 12th overall. 
The positions were as follows: Darniche 
6:29.54, Ragnotti 6:57.28, Manzagol 
7:00.29, Moreau 7:04.37, Coppier (best 
group ,3) 7:05.10, Gardavot (Group 3 
Porsche) 7:09.14. Clarr was placed second 
best Group 1 behind Picone, tl:tough he 
disputed the times, and Mouton was ninth. 

Second Etape 
Saturday night at Sastia saw the list of 

starters for the second etape being posted. 
Many drivers anxiously scanned the list to 
see if they had been permitted to restart: of 
the 4~ cars which arrived that morning, 

after her delays on the first evening. 
Gradually she was overtaking the crews 
ahead and by daybreak she was up to 
fourth place, behind Daniche, Ragnotti 
and the Corsican Moreau, whose Group 4 
Porsche was sounding all the while as if it 
was on its last kilometer. 

Alain Coppier' was driving steadily and 
sensibly, and when Gardavot retired his 
Group .3 victory was conpletely assured. 
At last the night came to an end and the 
welcome sun rose for the final time. 
Except for Mouton, every driver was 
content simply to hold position,. Some
times Darni.che would make fastest t ime, 
sometimes Moreau or Ragnotti. Later 
Coppier would place two best times as 
well. . 

On the penultimate stage, the drive'rs 
found the stones. Oarniche was first upon 
th~ scene. By luck more -than judgment 
he avoided a puncture (he was carrying 
two spare wheels all the time), but he 
damaged the front suspension. Next along 
was Ragnotti, who hit the rocks and 

, punctured. Then came Mouton who hit 
them heavily. She had to stop and change 
wheels, losing 20min before being able to / 
reach the end of the section. After the 
ensuing road section more time was lost at 
theconfrol. ' 

The final section took the leaders 45min 
to complete and then they had the drive 
back to the finish at Ajaccio. 

It was a marathon Tour de Corse, quite 
different from the traditional event, which 
was not entirely popular with the crews. 
But wl1atever the style, still Darniche 
conquered everyone else in sight. 
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