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Austrian Designs and Builds Sports Racing Car Called Kar-Car 
By Erich Glavitza 

VIENNA, Austria, Jan. 30 - It all 
started in the land of Torn Sawyer 
and Joe Friday. 

Big Bangers s pin n i n g wheels, 
dirty faces of the drivers half
covered with bandannas, noisy V8 
engines and spoilers growing into 
startling wings. 

And while it was going on, Aus
trian race fans were like the little 
match girl on Christmas day, faces 
pressed to the window. OutSide, 
looking in. 

All but Jo Karasek who wasn't 
all that taken with the little match 
girl in the first place. Two years 
ago, Karasek began design on a big 
banger of his own, a clean, Ford Mk 
2-like car that has finally taken 
shape. 

Karasek, a 25-year-old engineer, 
started his motor racing career as 
a bike rider. During his college 
days he owned a catholic collection 
of two-wheeled machinery including 
a BSA Gold Star and a Matchless 
G45. 

In almost no time he found him
self involved with four-.wheel ob
jects, and, almost simultaneously, 

any happy inclination to improvise, 
was all for producing reams of ar
cane mathematical data before. be
ginning actual construction. But lack 
of money precluded not only that 
but any certainty that , the project, 
once begun, would be finished. 

Enter one Franz Wilde, son of a 
prominent screw manufacturer. 
Franz, interested in the Kar-Car, 
had limited money to spend but un
limited imagination. He promptly in
terested Wilde senior, and the Kar
Car was off the ground. 

OUT OF THE CELLAR 
Enthisiasm exchanged forprofes

sionalism by the magic medium of 
money, work began in the shops of 
Mr. Wilde. 

First the frame, consisting of 1 
and 1-1/2-in. tubing. Front, middle 
and rear bulkheads were made from 
steel sheet. 

K a r a s e k fought a hard battle 
against a very indifferent sub-con
tracting industry in Austria. It is a 
country with no aerospace firms and 
without aerospace firms, race cars 
are very hard to build. 

The result was difficulty at almost 

Headlights are covered with plastic to maintain the clean flowing lines 
of the car. The car builders manufacture the magnesium wheels. 
Builder Jo Karasek is a cast engineer by profession. 

he came upon five similar thinking 
types including a for mula driver 
named Teddy Miller and a newcom
er named Jochen Rindt. 

every turn. Super-light alloys were 
almost unobtainable, not only do
mestically but from whatever 
country Karasek turned to. None
theless, the proper materials were 

HELPING HAND finally found by one means or an-
The fiver were agreed that big- other and components, readily 

engined sports cars were the way bought over the counter in the U.s., 
to go, and Karasek set himself to were designed and fabricated by 
work at his drawing board. With - Karasek. 
early determinations arrived at for A case in point were the brakes. 
the Kar-Car (Karasek Car) the five, The Kar-Car was designed for big 
overcome by optimism and acharac- inboard diSCS, 14 in. at the front 
ter-building climate, decidSd to and 13 in. at the rear. Karasek de
build. signed and built them himself. Hubs 

In a cellar. 

Literally. And not a very big one 

and attendant devices were secured 
from Dunlop, however. 

at that. It was there the first small IMPORTED ENGINE 
wood models were built. Karasek, With G/7 the goal and little in the 
his engineering training obstructing way of motive power to be found in 

New England SCCA Elects Dealer IRE 
WILBRAHAM, Mass., Feb. 18-

Maury Schlossberg was elected re
gional executive of the New England 
Region, oldest and largest region in 
the Sports Car Club of America. 

Schlossberg, 0 w her of Import 
Plaza, Inc., a Lotus and Datsun 
dealership, joined the SCCA in 1957 

New Madrid Course 
MADRID, Spain, Feb. 28 - Jarama 

race circuit 18 miles outside of 
Madrid will open May 20 wilh three 
days of special events. The circuit 
is the latest planned by John Hugen
hol~z. 

and was issued a national com
petition license in 1960. He is a 
four-time winner of the Boardman 
Trophy, for the outstanding New 
England sports car driver and a 
winner of the Hal Stetson H-Modi
fied Sportsmanship Award. 

He has raced a Porsche and an 
H SIR Beach and his most well
known car, the Crosley-powered 
D~lta, also in H SIR. 

In 1963 and 64, he was the NER 
activities director and assistant re
gional executive in 1965-66. He is 
also a holder of a divisional stew
ard's license. 

the corner hop-up store, Karasek 
'-wisely went to Chevrolet for power. 
The unit is a 6.4-liter engine, fed by 
four Weber double downdraft 48-
IDAs. Maximum output at 6200rpm 
shows 520DIN horses. 

Power is transmitted via a single 
plate Borg and Beck clutch which 
looks, from early tests, to be suf,,: 
ficiently strong. 

Of more interest is the homemade 
4-speed gearbox. Karasek designed 
it ,after the Jack Knight bOX, with 
special oil circulation and sump 
lubrication. There are two oil cir
culators to keep things moving. 

With what seems to Karasek an 
embarrassment of gears, the Aus
trian Eric Broadley is already think
ing of settling for a two-speed box 
with quick change gears. 

Karasek designed-and-built com
ponents also include the fight wheels, 
made of magnesium. Karasek, a cast 
speCialist, did all the drawings and 
special workings himself. 

THE OUTTARDS 
Obviously (and admittedly) influ

enced by Kar Kraft and Ford Ad
vanced Vehicles, Karasek set about 
designing the body with the stylish 
Ford Mk 2 and the J cars in mind. 
The rear sections go straight back 
like the J car bread van lines. 

But Karasek, with an eye toward 
Midland, also fitted spoilers to the 
front. And at the rear there is a 
hydraulically actuated air-brake/ 
spoiler. Says Karasek, elf you're 
holding down the rear wheels, there 
will be more braking power from 
the back." 

Eight big intake tubes go straight 
up, with tuning to come to deter
mine their lengths. 

Weight of the Austrian G/7 Kar
Car is a mere 1800lb, and there is' 
considerable room to pare down 
from that. The car is finished in 
dark green with orange stripes. 

Work was finished in late fall, 
and at a local airport meeting at 
Tulln, the Karasek team began the 
first steps of shaking down. 

Young Franz Wilde, whose only 

24 Members Form 
New Porsche C,lub 
Around Tulsa Area 

TULSA, Okla., Feb. 14 - The War 
Bonnett Region of the Porsche Club 
of America held its first meeting 
under its new charter here. 

The club has 24 members from 
Oklahoma and western Arkansas. 
Activities will be centered in the 
Tulsa area. 

New officers include: Phil Math
ews, president; Don Gregory, vice
president; and Pete Donnelly, sec
retary -treasurer. 

In its first bUSiness, the grQup 
adopted new constitution and by
laws, voted to incorporate and ap
pointed committee chairmen. They 
include: Dr. William Bell, mem
bership chairman; Bill Chandler, 
technical chairman; Georgia Wil
liams, publicat,ioris chairman, and 
Pete Donnelly, activities chairman. 

'8utO 
BUILDS 
SAFETY 
.... ask 
Jackie 

Stewart! 
SEND FOR BUCO'S 
FREE SAFETY 
HELMET CATALOG 

Bueo Products Division 

Doors which open from the top and front spoilers are among the aero
dynamic features of the Karasek-Car Mk 1. The air brake/spoiler in 
the rear is hydraulically controlled. The car was designed in Vienna 
by Jo Karasek. (Erich Glavftza photos) 

previous experience was as a VW 
driver in rallies, tried his hand. 
He went well under wraps, then 
found himself in a third-gear, flat
out corner and spun off in a terrible 
pirouette. 

Next try-out was at another club 
meeting, this one near Vienna. But 
this time with Jochen Rindt up. Af
ter some familiarization laps Rindt 
promptly spun, but it was the result 
of having . to move to avoid another 
car and finding himself on a patch 
of oil. 

After another half dozen laps, 
Rindt stopped at the pits with as
tonishing news. "You won't believe 

it - but this monster is race-ready." 
The only thing Rindt criticized 

was the engine. "Not enough punch," 
he said. But Karasek had already 

. scheduled considerable modifica
tions to the Chevy, and the Austrian 
winter is long. 

For the first racing season, the 
Kar-Car will run mostly in Aus
trian events. A special team of me .... 
chanics is now working on the car 
readying it - and awaiting a major 
sponsor for the full season. Little 
difficulty is expected in that de
partment. At long last there is 
something about to issue from the 
Alps. Something which really counts. 
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