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IMSA Lose-s Superee 
But Finds Happiness 

It was obvious that !MSA had found a 
workable replacement for Formula Super 
Vee with the first Formula Atlantic race 
at Road Atla:q-ta. Apr. 11. 

In that first event, Gilles Villeneuve in 
his March 76B began what was to become 
a real habit for hini throughout the F-At 
season: winning races. At the start of the 
l00-miler, he got right away from fastest 
qUalifier Tom Pumpelly. The two battled 
it out for the first 20 laps, while behind 
them there was a lot of sorting-out 

his heat race moved him up to third on th-e 
grid. Rahal had bad luck again, when his 
shift linkage went away in the heat and 
forced him to start from the back. Other 
promising drivers were there. Dan Mar
vin was on ' the pole and Johnny Gerber 
was right beside him. Elliott Forbes
Robinson was there, too. tired of his good 
chance at the Underrated Driver Of The 
Year Trophy. 

underway. _ 
All this time Bobby Rahal was moun

ting his threat to the f~ont-tunners. By 12, 
he had moved up to sixth place. On the 
15th lap he passed Tom Bagley into fifth. 
By Lap 22 he had moved his Red Roof Inns 
March up to third, and it was starting to 
look like only his own car could beat his 
brilliant performance. He now was about 
15 S-eConds behind Villeneuve and Pum-

EFR moved soon and fast. He passed 
Pumpelly for fifth. shot by .Brown into 
fourth and then Marvin for third. This 
took him all of four laps. By this time 
Gerber, who had held first place, had spun 
and let Villeneuve by. 

The FormuJa Atlantic series became truly a national racing class in 1976. This is at laguna seca. 

o pelly, still battling away in front. 
On the next lap the first of two goofs 

which proved very helpful to Rahal. 
while he lasted, occurred as Pumpelly 
went a little off the course at Turn 7. 
Villeneuve moved up to a 13-second , 
advantage, but Rahal now had him in his 
sights. Then on the 27th lap Villeneuve 
also spun at 7. Rahal now was just three 
seconds behind. 

This was when Rahal was beaten by his 
machine. A six-bit throttle spring failed, 
he rolled to a halt and his wonderful race 
was over. 

With the Rahal pressure lifted, Villen
euve and Pumpelly got back to their duel. 
Pushing too hard from second' spot, 
Pumpelly left the track again at Turn 7, 
which by the time he got back in the game 
had given Villeneuve the comfortable 
winning margin .::..of 13.522 seconds. 

It took until Lap 23 for EFR to blow past 
Gerber and close into within 1.8 seconds 
of Villeneuve. The crowd was all behind 
EFR for his fine showing, b~t they also 
were paying a lot of attention to Bobby 
Rahal, who had moved up from 32nd to 
fifth place, within 30 laps. 

But Forbes-Robinson couldn't quite do 
a job on Villeneuve, although he was able 

to close up in the faster turns. It ended that 
way, with Villeneuve a couple of lengths 
on EFR and both of them five seconds 
ahead of Gerber, who was keeping Brown 
at bay. Rahal finished a ways behind 
Brown. 

The followins_SE:n<!ay Villenel!ve made 
it three in a row, in a race so close "that 
when qualifying was over places two 
through 13 were separated by less than 

Villeneuve kept it up the next trip, at 
~guna Seca May 2. His performance in 

Bill Brack (1) had his problems in 1976. but it didn't matter-even James Hunt wasn't able to beat 
Villeneuve in Formula Atlantic. . . 
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two seconds. Villeneuve was .8 seconds 
ahead of the second man, however, which 
is no little margin in F-Atlantic. It's alSo a 
lot when Number Two is Bobby Rahal. 
The rest of the big threats were there. 
including Howdy Holmes, who qualified 
a disappointing 28th in a Ralt RTl he had 
to use because his own Jiffy Mix Chevron 
had burned to the waterline the previous 
weeke~d at Laguna Seca. 

Homes evidently was less than ecstatic 
about the organization of the Ameropean 
Racing Team, which fielded the Ralt. He 
decided to be a. pedestrian this day. 

With 37 d,rivers leftlor the-2S-1apper, the 
flag fell and Villeneueve and Rahal 
blasted off side by side in their March 
76Bs. EFR took the lead into Turn 1, but 
didn't keep it for long. Gilles slipped by 
him in Turn 2. leaving EFR second, Rahal 
third and Bobby Brown fourth. By the 
start of the second lap the leaders had 
opened f9ur seconds on Brown. 

In the middle of Lap 5 Rahal scooted 
past For-bes-Robinson when EFR 
bobbled-just as his engine committed 
suicide. Rahal coasted to the inside of the 
exit from Turn 8 and debarked. 

EFR now was second, Tom Oloy third. 
Pumpelly also got out of the game in that 
lap with zero oil pressure and a broken 
nose piece. 

By the 23rd lap Villeneuve had racked 
up' a 13-second lead on EFR. Afterwards 
he said, .. It was easier than I thought," 
which dOUbtless made aU his colleagues 
happy. 

By the time the next IMSA F-At event 
rolled around at Mid-Ohio Aug. 29, Villen
euve was chafing under a temporary 
hiatus. as the strings of his sponsor's 
purse had tightened. He missed the 
Player's competition on Aug. 22, also. ' 

WANTED-ANTIQUE SPORTS SPECIAL INTEREST 
AND 'CLASSIC CARS. BOTH FOREIGN & 
AMERICAN ... ANY CONDITION, BLOWN PJGINE 
ACCEPTABLE. PLEASE WRITE & SEND PICTURE 
IF POSSIBLE TO R.R. 4. Box401, Sussex, N.J. OR 
CAll (201) 875-6111, DO NOT CALL COLLECT. 

But Tom Klauslerwas notdisappomted 
that Villeneuve had to miss Mid-Ohio, 
however. because that was when Klausler 
became the' first non-March driver to win 
in the series. 

At that event Rahal again was bumped 
off a; stairway to the stars when his 
machinery failed him. He roared off from 
the pole with Howdy Holmes on his tail. 
Rahal took the first turn wide. forcing 
Holmes back. The reSUltant gap was shot 
by Tom Klausler, who turned out not to be 
the one Rahal wanted hounding him. ay 
the end of 12 laps Klausler was nine 
seconds back. and later squawked about 
the handling of his vehicle forcing him all 
over the track. 

Consequently Rahal was blowing his 
doors off, and it might have been a -little 
embarrassing for the leader when Klaus
ler won the race. Two laps before the end 
Rahal's engine began coughing and 
snorting coming through the esses. Mis
sed shifts were beginning to take their 
toll. This, coinCidentally. was the way 
Klausler had killed his own engine at 
Mosport the previous week. At the end of 
30 laps Rahal had a full 15 seconds on 
Klausler, who had the same or therea
bouts over a furious Price Cobb-Howdy 
Holmes dice. 

Villeneuve was back for Road Atlanta 
Sept. 19. and locked up the F-At title by. 
rerunning the same old story: he took the 
pole, took off from the pole and never 
relinquished first place for the duration · 
of the race. He and Bobby Rahal were into 
a really spectacular dice, when-no doubt 
you can guess it-Rahal's auto went 
away. 

What it was, was Rahal got stuck in 
third gear on La.p 19, and that was the end 
of the race for him. hI can't believe it," 
said Rahal later, and one can well im
agine. Gloy , began creeping up, but it 
would have taken more creeping than he 
had at his command to catch Villenuve. 

In back of these two, Klausler, Holmes 
and Cobb were having at it. The action led 
soon enough to Holmes and Cobb's touch
ing wheels at the same bridge where 
Howdy earlier had been instrumenb,J.l in 
sending Tern Pumpelly leaping endover 
off the course. Howdy caught it this trip, 
and crunched his pretty red March 
cockpit-first into the tire wall. Cobb 
exited the track also, escaping unhurt 
although Holmes got a good poke in the 
jaws by some unidentified piece of broken 
automobile. 

Cobb came back for Laguna Seca Oct. S, 
however, to move into a series tie with 
EFR for second place. From a disappoin
ting fifth-place start he chased a fast pack 
around for a while. Rahal took the lead 
away from Tom Gloy at the end of Lap 1. 
Gloy .eventually wound up a non
contendor. due to a surprise exit from the 
track at Turn 7. By the, end of seven laps 
the- talented Rahal was lapping back
markers. Seven laps later Price Cobb had 
passed both Bobby Brown and EFR, when 
all of a sudden he was first. Rahal. believe 
it or not, was in the pits. He had a broken 
nose frame and assorted other problems 
such as a miss'ing bolt from the cam cover 
and a lot of oil not in the engIne which 
certainly belonged there. 

Rahal lost four important laps, getting 
back in to set the fastest lap with a time of 
1:02.79. He finished Number 14, however, 
despite the sort of aU-out p ush for the win 
of which he is capable. All in all it was 
less than a good year for Rahal, although 
F-At enthusiasts had their season's full. 
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Villeneuve All -But weeps Player Series 
The last of the red-hot Player's Formula 

Atlantic series ran in 1976, and if it 
doesn't come back racing fans will be the 
poorer-to say nothing of Gilles Villen
euve, who ran away with the series by 
winning four of the six contests of the 
season. If the Player's Cigarette company 
doesn't pick up sponsorship of the series, 
and no other firm steps forward to replace 
it, prospective American Formula One 
drivers will have lost their training 
ground-proving ground. . 

Villeneuve at the first event, Westwood, 
B.C., May 30, looked a good bet to follow 
up on his victories in· the first three IMSA 
F-At contests. He flew away from the field 
for the first half of the race, lapping cars 
in the third. 
, His revs were dropping, however, to a 
point about 2000 below where they should 
ha ve been. A sticking throttle also was 
giving him fits, and he finally spun off at 
the clubhouse turn, rupturing an oil line. 
He went around a couple more times, 
pursued by Ma-rty Loft in a March, who 
had charged from fifth. Villeneuve mo
tored of{ the course, leaving behind him a 
lot of oil which the contestants were not to 

. like, in the driving rainstorm they had to 
contend with. Three of the corners were 
completely slick-winner Marty Loft said 
after the race, "The people in the hairpin 
must have been. laughing; I could ,have 
run up the hill faster than I was driving." 

But the last 20 laps gotiaster and faster, 
as all but these three corners dried out. 
This was no help to Loft, however, whose 
rads had been taped, back when things 
still were soaked. · He tried touring 
through the remaining puddles, and 
managed to spin off course more than 
once in so doing. 

Finishing second to Loft was Johnny 
Gerber, who drove well to beat out Bertil 
Roos by about 10 seconds. Tom Klausler 
came in a surprising 9th, driving on three 
cylinders. This is the problem which had 
led Elliott Forbes-Robinf;mn to withdraw 

~ his McCall Tui before the start of festivit
ies. 
, The horrible weather kept a lot of good 

F-At runners from finishing, among them 
Bobby Rahal, Howdy Holmes, Bill Brack, 
Tom Pumpelly and Cliff Hansen. 

Villeneuve came back for event number 
two in a big way, however which as a 
mater,of fact was generally the way he did 
things in F-At during the season. As 
might have been expected, he took the 
pole, left first and fastest and stayed that 
way. Bill Brack and Tom Klauslerchased 
him around for a while, and in fact it was 
Klausler who was 71/2 seconds behind 
Villeneuve at the finish. Brack spun out 
on the 11th lap, on a mysterious slick spot 
which generated no warning flag. The 
spot, whatever it was, probably came 
from a lap 10 crunch between Johnny 
Gerber and Tom Gloy, when the former 
tried to squeeze by where there was no 
squeezing room. Both Gerber and G loy 
were out of the raCfi a lap after that 
particular mishap. ' 

Villeneuve still had overheat,ing prob
lems, a blown gasket by appearances. He 
also had some difficulties with his rear 
tires. He motored home in front nonethe
less, despite his occasionally dropping 
two wheels off the roadway coming out of 
turns. 

Klausler's solid, if late, second was a 
good showing, considering he had had to 
do a Saturday night engine rebuild when 
a con rod bearing failed during qualify
ing, Brack charged with spirit to third, 
setting a new race ,lap record on the way. 
Rahal came in fourth. 
. The story wa:s getting old by the time 

the Mont Tremblant race, third in the 
series, carne around, but again it replay
ed. Villeneuve drove away and stayed 
away, beating Number Two man Klausler 
by B.B seconds. Klausler stayed in his 
place for the whole race also, Bobby 
Rahal appeared to have a firm grip on 
fifth place. 

It didn't hold, however, as the battle 
turned oat to be for third in short order. 
Bertil Roos in a Ralt gave Rahai the slip 
after several laps, and then Elliott 
Forbes-Robinson went aiter Roos. It took 
EFR a while to get past battler Rahal in 

All kept cranking, but little ·changed. 
Klausler pitted to check out his vibra
tions, wbich turned out to be rubber 
buildup. Over the course of 65 laps at that 
race track drivers encounter 715 turns, 
and when the race ended it was with a 
very tired Villeneuve, Brack Holmes, 
Spenard. Rebacque and Cobb, in that 
order. The last three all were a lap down. 
Roos carne in seventh, after spinning out 
of fourt coming out of the last turn. 

The next time the F-At heroes went out 
the deserving Bobby Rahal won at last. 
This was at Mosport Aug. 22. Driving as 
all suspected he could, and moreover in a 
vehicle which held together, Rahal 
burned up the track to end up with more 
than a half-minute on Tom Gloy. On the 
other hand, it must be mentioned that it 
was at this race that Villeneuve began his 
couple of weeks of funding difficulties, 
and the heretofore almost unbeatable 
Gilles did not participate in the event. 

Nonetheless, Ra.h&.l clrove a splendid 
race. Gloy joined him in a two-man 
walkaway, as numerous accidents 
marred an otherwise perfect afternoon for 
the sport. 

Brack, after qualifying ·third, was a 
spectator, as his distributor had quit. 
Klausler leaped into the lead on Lap 1. No 
incidents changed the pace, and coming 
out of the first lap the order wa~ Klausler, 
Rahal, Gloy, Loft and Chevron-mounted 
Gordon Smiley. Spenard, the rookie, 
made a ferocious start from 12th and 
showed up in sixth at this stage. 

For 10 laps after halfway, things held 
firm. Rahal and Gloy both had lapped up 
through tenth place, and Rahal was 
setting his sights on Bruce Jensen, 
eighth. 

There was some action, ·notably Coco
nis' losing it on Turn 3 duringt~e28th lap 
and wasting Syd Demovsky's Chevron, 

Villeneuve-he's the one in the Skiroule March-!n his customary position: in the lead. Continued On Page 14 

third. By Lap 25 EFR ~as third, Roos 
fourth and Rahal fifth. That is the way it 
finished. Price Cobb in a Shierson March 
came in sixth. Tom Pumpelly followed 
Cobb into the money after qualifying 
eleventh. 

Villeneuve's victory came after an 
acci<fent in private testing, when he 
punctured a left front tire at 130mph and 
rolled, annihilating the vehicle. Minor 
abrasions notwithstanding, Villeneuve 
got into his customary racing car and 
went faster. 

The eventual champion played the 
same old tune on the other boys at the next 
outing, at Atlantic Mosport, Shubenacad
ie, N.S. Aug. 8. 

Villeneuve snatched the lead in the first 
turn, followed by Brack, Rahal and Klaus
ler. After a litUe space came the Gloy
Roos-Holmes parade. For the first few 
laps things would stay the same up front, 
with Villeneuve opening it up a little and 
rear-end vibration forcing Klausler back. 
Slowly Brack started closing in on the 
leader. Rahal was working hard and very 
well also, but ignition troubles started 
slowly to wear away at his machine. 

By Lap 20 it was Villeneuve, Brack, 
Klausler, Holmes, rookie-to-be-watched 
Richard Spenard in his Ralt, Roos, Hector 
Rebacque in his Lola Gloy. Brown and 
Cobb. . 

Soon-it was becoming the same old 
story, just like Villeneuve starting and 
staying first-soon, Rahal was dead on 
the track, sitting in a pile of expensive 
steel. It was ignition this time. As it 
happened, this time it meant Gloy, brake
locked and ·spinning, squirming a1;ound 
what had been a deadly threat to the 
leader and now was a lethal obstacle to all 
concerned. Klausler maintained third, 
but Gloy now was all the way back to 
eighth place, with flatspotted tires to 
boot. 

Half-way though Villeneuve gave near 
heart-failure to his pit crew as he drove by 
pointing at a front tire and nodding 
enthusiastically when a crewman held up 

. a spare. 'Came next time around, every
body was ready, air wrenches in hand
and the leader never stopped. Such are the 
vicissitudes of l ife in the pits. 
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Wee Gordie Squeaks To A 
USAC· Champ Car Crown 

All I n all, by the time Indy had come and 
gone, 1977 looked like McLaren's year to 
sit on top of the United States Auto Club 
heap. 

The team was as strong as ever, driver 
John Rutherford was as fast and sure as 
ever, and the team had a serious spon s or 
in Hy-Gain CB radios. It look ed for sure 
like Rutherford would w ind up a really 
good year by coppin g his firs t USAC 
National Championship . 

But it didn't happen that.way, thanks to 
George Bignotti, Gordon J ohncock, and a 
two-bit piece of plumbing on Lone Star 

. JR's orange McLaren that failed when it 
was needed the most. 

Bignotti, surely one of the two or three 
most respected chief mechanics in Amer 
ican racing. has his two Bob Riley
designed Wildcat chassis (one for John
cock, the other for Wally Dallenbach) 
working very well indeed, and he had his 
bunch of DOS racing engines (a develop
'ment of the venerable Offy) working 
reliably and powerfully. All of this put 
Johncock right up there in the points 
chase, and in spite of Rutherford's points
rich Indy win this year. Johncock ~as 
within striking distance by the time the 
USAC gang rolled into Phoenix, Ariz .• for 
the year's finale. 

Still, it looked good for the McLaren 
bunch. Rutherford had never taken the 
U~AC t itle before. and he was h ungry . So 
were his teammates. He ran hard and ran 
well and it looked as though wee Gordie's 
chances were very dim indeed, but then 
the impossible happened to tlie Ruther
ford mount. An oil line fitting, a freshly 
installed, brand new one, split and the 
McLaren began. spraying its p recious 
supply of oil all over the demanding 
Phoenix track. Exit Rutherford from the 
season finale, and from the poi.nts chase, 
and enter one Gordon Johncock of the 
Patrick Racing- stable; 

Foyt dropped out with engine problems 
and Rutherford, who had qualified second 
fa stest, chalked up the win ahead of 
J ohncock and Penske man Tom Sneva. It. 
might have been differ ent-Johncock's 
r acer r an out of fuel in the closing stag es 
of the r ace while it held a commanding 
lead. Gordie coasted into the pits for a 
spot of fuel, but by the time he got ou t 
again Ruther ford was past him. Ironical
ly, the s ame p roblem a lso struck J ohn
cock teammate Wally Dallenbach. 

The next event on the schedule was the 
Indianapolis '500, the largest single-day 
spectator event in the world. Only it 
wasn't the Indy 500 this year, it was the 
I~dy 255, thanks to a good, solid dose of 
rain that stopped the race with pole sitter 
Rutherford in the lead before Foyt and 
Johncock. Wh,ich of course pleased F-oyt 
not at all. Foyt, though his car had 
suffered a broken sway bar, had run 
strongly all day and was in a powerful 
position from which to claim his fourth 
Indy victory. A.JM told anyone who would 
listen that the . track was dry enough to 
restart on, but the stewards held off, and 
the lull ended with more sprinkles-and a 
win for John Rutherford. . 

The 150-mile Rex Mays Classic at the 
Wisconsin State Fair Speedway June 13 
saw darkhorse Mike Mosley run off and 

. hide from the rest of the field to take the 

We may have seen the beginning of the end for the venerable Offy engine: AI Unser (21) ta 
winning C'osworth-powered car past the unfortunate Offy of Dick Simon. 

Next up came the Texas TWIn 150s Aug. Roger McCluskey put the new Hopkins 
1 at College Station, Texas and somehow Rocket right next to him. A certain 
you just knew ·that A.J. ,Foyt would be in . noncontender looked to be Bobby Unser, 
the winner's circle after both the stock car who after a dismal season started this 
and Champ Car event~. Win he did. after 500-miler from 10th grid pOSition. 
starting the Champ show from the pole Neither Rutherford nor Johncock did 
and outclassing the rest of the field on,the all that badly in the long California 
Texas track's high bankings. Al Unser grind-John finished second and Gordon 
started next to him but went out after 57 was third, but the first man home? That'd 
laps with bearing problems; when it was be Bobby U., who seemed to think that his 
over Wally Dallenbach was in second team finally had gotten a handle on its 
place and fifth-fa/:ltest qualifier Johnny equipment reliability problems. This 
Rutherford was third. r ace, by the way, marked the debut of one 

August 15 found the USAC corps back of the br ightest rookies to show u p in 
years- offroad r aci"ng star Rick Mears. 
After starting in 20th position, Mears 

. ended a good, solid run in h is Eagle/Offy 
in eight position. 

The I5-mile Michigan Grand Prix at 
Michigan International Speedway Sept. 
14 saw A.J. Foyt doing h is number again, 
taking the pole in his Coyote/ Foyt (nee 
Ford) a nd then par laying the pole posi
tion into a win. Roger McCluskey again 
started on the outside of the front row but, 
as at Ontario, he failed to finish, this time 
due to empty fuel tanks. Finfshing.behind 
Foyt were the Sinmast Twins, Gordon 

. Johncock and Wally Dallenbach, Gordon 
in second dnd Wally in third. Rutherford 
finished 11th, three laps down, setting the 
stage for the _pf:.nultimate Champ Car 
event at College Station, Texas. 

So the season ended under the sunshine 
at Phoenix, and that's where it began, too, 
when under a beautiful, clear, warm April 
day all-time Nice Guy Bobby Unser 
rolled his Cobre Tire Eagle to a solid win 
ahead of Pancho Carter and J ohncock. It 
was a good start for Unser, and it came to 
him from a front-row position next to his 
brother, pole-sitter Al Unser in the VPJ 
turboCosworth, but as both men would 
find out, a good start doesn't necessarily 
herald a good finish. Both men were 
struggling with new deals-AI with the 
recalcitrant new VPJ chassis/ engine 
combination, and Bobby with a new team; 
it would be a long time before either 
would r un as s tron gly as they ran iii 
Phoenix. 

Ah, the eternal uncertainty of it all : Mike Mosley and his crew ponder why they're slow when others are fast. 

That event, par-t of the Benihana World 
Series of Auto Racing, was a 200-miler 
and all three Texans in the USAC Champ 
division field were loaded for bear. Three 
Texans? That'd be Foyt, Rutherford, and 
none other than Lloyd Ruby, subbing for 
Jerry Grant in the incredibly fast, but evil 
handling Eagle/ AMC V8. Foyt grabbed 
the pole . and veteran Ruby put the 
stockblock·powered Eagle next to him on 
the front row. Foyt took the lead at the 
start and looked a sure bet to enter the 

Next race on the schedule came at 
Trenton. N.J ., May 2, where A.J. Foyt 
served notice that the winter layoff .had 
dulled none of his competitive urges by 
takin'g pole position in his brilliant red 
Coyote. As lie did 'at Phoenix however, 

win. Mosley had started next to polesitter 
Johncock, with Bobby Unser right behind 

. Gordy for third-fastest time-and indeed, 
at the end, that order hadn't been changed 
too much: it was Mosley, Johncock, and 
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Bobby U. -
The darkhorse trend, off to a solid start 

at the Rex May s ,-got a little impetus June 
27 at Pocono International Raceway when 
Al Unser flogged his VPJ/turboCos
worth, teething troubles and all, to a win 
in the Schaefer 500. Foyt got off toa strong 
start. but again lost an engine, Mario 
Andretti led for a while in one of the 
Penske cars, but when it wa~ over it was 
Al with the win, with Mike Mosley in 
second and Wally Dallenbach third. 

The July 18 Champ Car portion of the 
Norton Twin 200 at Michigan Internation
al Speedway found Foyt on the pole, with 
Johncock next to him and Al Unser right 
behind him,. and Rutherford in fifth
fastest qualifying position. The day 
started badly for ' Gordy, as Smokey 
nailed him with a speeding ticket on the 
way to the track-and indeed, he was 

- order to "pull over" again later in the day, 
this time- over the car-to-pit radio by 
George Bignotti, who feared that Gordie 
might run out of fuel-but Johncock kept 
the pedal to the metal and took the win, 
with Rutherford second and Foyt third. It 
was Johncock's first win at the Michigan 

. racing plant owned by Roger Penske, 

at Trenton for the 200-mile Trenton Times 
Auto Classic. Actually, as at Indy, the 
raih s came and shortened the event to 
175.5 miles while Gordon Johncock was 
leading, but that isn't the whole story. 
Most pundits had Foyt tabbed to do a 
repeat of his Texas cakewalk and i;ndeed, 
the Texas Terror put his Riley-designed 
Coyote on the pole and led a good portion 
of the race. But then Foyt stuffed h is race 
into the wall exiting a turn (Foyt said a 
slower car forced him off-line but obSer
vers and television viewers weren' t so 
sure-). The impact cut a tire and broke 
the car's right-rear suspension and Foyt, 
uninjured but incredibly angry, was ou t 
of it. So Johncock took the win, with Al 
Unser second .and Tom Sneva. third. 

The Bettenhausen Classic 200 at the 
Wisconsin State Fair Spe-edway Aug. 22 
saw the VPJ/turboCosworth of Al Unser 
back in the 'winner's circle again for the 
first time since its Schaefer 500 victory at 

. Pocono. J ohncock came home second and 
Rutherford '. was third, and the points 
chase, with four races left to go, was 
getting to be very. very .serious business. 

What one of the two men needed to give 
him an edge over the other was a good, 
solid win at the California 500 at Ontario 
Motor Speedway Aug. 28, but alas, they 
were going to have to do witho.ut it. Foyt, 
on top form as always, put his Coyote on 
the pole and none other than veteran 

winner's cirlce-but then disaster: A.J. 
lost it, and spun his racer . into the wall, 
smiting it a good solid lick. · He was 
uninjured, -but his car was badly busted. 
Rutherford wentpn to win the event, with 
Johncock breathing down his neck in 
second (both in finishing position and in 
points standings), with Al Unser third. 

Which brings us down to that last race 
of the season, the Bobby Ball 150 at 
Phoenix Nov. 7. Phoenix is, of course, 
home base for the Fletcher Cobre racing 
team, so it'll come as no s urprise that 
Bobby U. had the Cobre Eagle/Off yon the 
pole, with Johncock right next to him. 
Rutherford started down the field, in sixth 
spot, and Al Unser started the VPJ in 10th 
pOSition. An Unser wound up winning the 
thing, but it wasn't Bobby. Brother Al 
prevailed over the field, and Bobby went 
out early on with a cracked intake mani
fold. Gordy J ohncock took second and 

. Mario Andretti was third. Rutherford? 
Out after 1 ftlaps of the scheduled 150, his 
car's oil tank dry, and by virtue of this, 
relegated to wearing a Number 2 on his ' 
car for yet another year. In fact, Ruther
ford said later his team had a whole 
boxful of Number 2s back in its garage. 
And Johncock? He'll be entitled to wear 
the big Number 1 when the new season 
gets under way next season for the spring 
Phoenix race, but by the scantest of 
margins: he won the title from Lone Star 
JR by six pOints. 



Offroad Racing Enjoys Its 
Best Year Ever In 1976 

What you want is action, right? And where you find it is in offroad racing, as this picture from a desert race 
testifies. ' John Calvin 

Mickey Thompson has a way with these 
things. 
. Put him on a deserted island with two 

empty Coke cans and afiashlightbattery. 
and he'll have some kind of race going on ' 
when you go back to get him. Not only 
that, but you'll have to fight your way to 
the ticket booth and pay admission to pick 
him up. 

There are other offroad racing groups, 
, some of them very successful. but to most 

people offroad racing is SCORE and 
SCORE, no matter what the masthead 
says, is still Mickey Thox:npson. 

Jones ran the fastest lap-the first one. of 
course-before the power steering went 
away again. It was replaced. failed again. 
and PJ took over Walker Evans' Ford 
until radiator damage stopped him for 
sure. 

No matter how the face of offroad racing 
changes. the big one is still Baja. 

400 vehicles. showed up this year 
for the Baja Internaeional to try their luck 
on the new SCORE course, which ran 
from Ensenada to San Felipe and back. 
Ferro was Victorious again, this time in a 
Funco S8 with Ivan Stewart co-driving. 
The pair was never headed; Stewart , 
started first. ran there until Ferro took 
over. and Bobby led to the end. They were 
first on the road and first on time. 

Once again Parnelli set fast time to the 
first time control-ought to have that line 
set in type and keep it around-before he 
hit a rock that cleaned one whole side of 
the front suspension off the Blazer. 
Mickey Thompson's new V8 buggy was 
going pretty good, too, until it 'got into 

'cooling trouble and died.' Walker had a 
writer from Sports Illustrated in the ' 
truck with him, and the magazine got 
good value for its money when the brakes 
went bye-bye and Evans had to use
... something else ... to stop with. Whatever 
it was, it worked-they finished first in, 
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class. 
Next major race up was the spectator 

event at Riverside, the one SCORE is 
pleased to call the World Championship 
of Offroad racing. It isn't that, yet
thought it may be someday if SCORE 
president Sal Fish has his way-but it is 
the only chance for the casual fan to see 
what must rank as one of the most 
thrilling forms of motors port going. 

This was the fourth year for SCORE at 
Riverside and it was the fourth year that 
one of the Mears Brothers has won. In 
what Autoweek called "the strongest 
brother act since Frank and Jesse James," 
Rick won Class One, the main event, and 
Roger took Classes Two and Nine. It 
could have been the Mears one-two in 
Class One, but Roge'r's Chenowth broke 
an oil line and retired him. 

Bobby Ferro qualified on the pole a 
little more than a second ahead of Rick, 
followed by Malcolm Smith, Roger 
Mears, Mickey Thompson in his new 
buggy, a host of others, and Parnelli's 
Blazer 13 seconds off the pace. 

Ferro took an early lead which became 
substantial when Parnelli got tangled 
with some buggies, accidentally knocked 
the ignition off and sat while the field 
moved past him. He resumed 16th while 
Rick Mears took the lead from Ferro. 
Parnelli took himself to 10th in two laps 
and ultimately to fourth despite a broken 
spring. Roger split an oil line as men
tioned and fell out of second place. taking 
over ' an impromptu signalling station 
along Thompson Ridge for his brother, 
and Rick went on, to win for Chenowth by 
42 seconds over Dennis Keefe. with John 
Johnson third, Jones fourth, Smith fifth. 
and Bill Silverthorn sixth. 

That was the main attraction at River
side, but there were seven other raCes for 
14 other classes, and not a dull one in the 
lot. Spa.ce won't permit us to give detailed 
reports on each (they're in Autoweek 
Number 35, August 28. if you're interest
ed) but they were seven good races and the 
40,OOO-odd fans got their money's worth. 

If the Baja races are the events in 
offroad racing, Baja 1000 is the Baja race. 
They don't run to La Paz anymore; the 
new highway and heavy settlement along 
the previous routes have made that 
impossible, but it's still the one race to 
make if you can make just o'ne. 

Well, didn't it rain? And didn't Ivan 
Stewart win by more than an hour? 

SCORE shortened the race from 1000 
miles to about 1000 kilometers (have to 
find some way to call it a " Orie Thou
sand," right?) and ran it from Ensenada 
through Ojos Negros, Catarina, Tres 
Pozos, San Felipe, EI Alamo, Tres Herma
nos, and back to Ensenada . 

This was a break for everybody. The 
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racers didn't have to plan on a week to 
pre-run, the fans, what few there are. 
could actually go to where the racing was. 
and costs were reduced considerably. It's 
a precursor of things to come. 

The race was won by Stewart in a 
driving rain, a.nd it was a bizarre event 
from the start. 

Or even before. Sal Fish had pre-run 
and marked the entire course six weeks 
before the event date. It was almost 
exactly 1000 kilometers long. Then the 
hurricanes came, and wiped out one 
whole loop. The. two "dry" lakes on the 
course were suddenly door-handle deep 
and had to be abandoned, then at the last 
minute dried out and were remarked. As 
finally 'run, the Baja 1000 was about 540 
miles long. 

The starting area w~s well awash at the 
scheduled departure time, and SCORE 
officials delayed the off until bailing was 
completed. Then came ~ report of six 
inches of snow on the part of the course 
that runs through the national forest. 
Fish delayed the start another 24 hours. 

That night at a drivers' meeting Fish 
told the assembled hordes that "Rain or 
shine, we go," and come morning they did. 

For once Parnelli didn't get top time to 
the first control because he didn't make it 
to the first control before the Blazer blew 
a front tire, which took the wheel and 
brake with it. 

Several other top runners suffered ills 
of one sort or another, and attrition set in 
for real at Laguna Salada. 

Laguna Salada is normally a dustbed, 
an enormous dry lake that sees water 
only once or twice a year. This was the 
time; it was a quagmire, Car after car and 
bike after bike sank to the gunwales ,in the 
mud. Mitch Mayes won overall on a 
Husqvarnafactory bike 11:30:42 with 
Larry Roessler co-driving. Two more 
bikes came between him and Stewart, 
who soloed the Chenowth home in 
12:17:26, more than an hour up on the 
amazing Baja Bug of Doug and Don 
Robertson, who came in second of the 
four-wheeled vehicles at 13:25:47. Bud 
Feldkamp and Malcolm Smith made it 
third. and fourth car overall was a 1200cc 
two-seater. 

The best finishing record went to the 
new Class 38, for motorcycles riders '38 
years of age andover, with two starters 
and two finishers. Brian Fransworth won 
solo ahead of Dave Jacobsen and Leonard 
Scott; all three were on Yamahas. Twenty 
of the 37 bikes and 55 of the 181 starting 
cars made it to the finish. 

For offroad racing, '1976 was the best 
yeat ever, and 1977 promises to be better. 
There are television packages in the 
works, and a new movie, Dirt, promise~ to 
do for offroad w hat On Any Sunday did for 
motorcycles. 

SCORE's first race in 1976 was the 
Parker 400 in Parker. Arizona. That's just 
across the river from Earp, California. 
for those who don't know Arizona. The 
racers at Parker found a thorn in their 
sides from the start-a Silverthorn, Bill 
by name~ who left the motorcycles on 
which he'd won the Baja 500 and SCORE 
Riverside events in the past and took to 
four wheels. His Chenowth belted around 
the just-under 400-mile course in 7 hours 
and 40 minutes, nine minutes faster than 
his competition. His competition in this 
case was mostly Walker Evans in the Big 
Yella pickup; Walker did 7:49 and change. 
Big Yella rocketing around an offroad 
course is one of life's stirring sights, like 
an Apollo liftoff or the birth of a blue 
whale. Parnelli Jones has said Walker's 
the best offroad racer extant, and his 
performance in the pickup this year does 
nothing to give the lie to PJ's evaluation. 

Speaking of Parnelli, he began a trou
,bled year at Parker by leading at the end 
of the first loop on a flat tire, then 
dropping out after the power steering 
f'ailed. no small matter on a car the size 
and heft of the Blazer. He tried to tough it 
out, but finally had to retire. 

Blok, Hauge Rally For SCCA Championship 

Don Rountree then led for a while before 
a ball joint went away; Bud Feldkamp did 
the same before the same thing happened, 
Ivan ,Stewart took a turn until the VW 
engme in his buggy laid ott and that left 
Bill to crpise home. 
Chenowth dominated the buggy classes, 
with wins overall and in the new 1200cc 
class (Tom Hoke up) as well as second 
and third places in the two seat modified 
class. The absence of Sandmaster from 
the standings could be at least partially 
explained by the absence from the race of 
Bobby Ferro, who had tweaked his own 
personal suspension in a skiing accident 
and had to pass. 

One surviving major offroad ' race 
SCORE doesn't sanction is the Mint 400, 
held in Las Vegas. Sandmaster got back 
into the picture with a vengeance by 
winning with 42 minutes in hand, Gene 
Hirst ,and the recovered Ferro triumphant 
over the surprising 1200cc buggy of Bob 
and Ed Rodine, which somehow finished 
second overall. 

A total of 337 buggies, sedans, trucks. 
and four wheel drive vehicles started the 
Mint race. with fewer than 60 completing 
the course in the maximum allowed time 
of 16 hours. 

SCCA, though bedeviled and, it seemed 
for awhile. nearly put out of the rally 
business by the newly formed North 
American Rally Association, managed to 
screw together a Pro Rally series in 1976. 
What's more, it plans to do the same in 
1977, with 10 events firm and two more 
expected for next year. 

The Pro Rally Series got underway with 
the Big Bend Rally in Terlingua, Texas. It 
was won by Eric J ones and Mike Chern in 
a Datsun 510; the pair also does some 
running in NARA events with a tongue
in-cheek entry as Rex Karrs and Mogen . 
David. An impressive challenge by Gary 
and Stephen Ruiz in an Alfa 'gave them 
second place and-also AHa Romeo its first 
Pro Rally points. 

Early leaders Hendrik Blok and Erick 
Hauge fell out after winning the first two 
stages and left J ones/ Chern to take seven 
stage wins en route to the victory. Just 
nine of the 27 starting cars were around at 
the finish. 

Blok and Hauge came back strong in La 
Jornada Trabajosa, the next rally, held 
near Bakersfield, California, though. 
They finished three minutes ahead of 
Wayne aaldwin (Competition Services 
manager for Volvo of America) and John 
Manahan in a non-sponsored (officially, 
anyway) Volvo. 

That was a f'airly auspicious start for a 
series that some thought migh~ di,e in the 

face of NARA's competition, but then it 
was four months before SCCA could brew 
up another ev~nt. That was the Allegro, 
held in Gaylord, Michigan, on September 
11-12. John 'Buffum appeared and won 
outright 13 of the rally's 17 stages, then 
got lost and finished second, 2:86 minutes 
behind Gene Henderson's Jeep. 

Buffum does not o'ften get lost. but he 
and Vicki spent seven minutes in thE( dark 
woods looking for a trail and that was all 
Henderson neMed to win. Blok and Hauge 
were third in the Arrow, adding to their 
series lead. Sever-al others
Jones/Chern, Rebney/Bond, and John 
Smiskol-either broke, crashed, or went 
slow for no apparent reason, and Hender
son hung on for the win. 

Ah, but Buffum came back in Wiscon
sin. The EI Diablo rally saw John and 
Vicki beat the devil out of the rest, beating 
Jones and Chern by eight minutes. Scott 
Harvey brought the still-unsatisfactory 
Colt to third, and Hendrik Blok, who could 
have wrapped up the title with a strong 
finish, ran iI,l second for awhile before he 
holed a radiator. He stopped every few 
miles to fill it before accepting a tow from 
a pair of journalists that got him into a 
check eigl1t minutes late. Rallymaster 
John Smiskol decided the tow violated 
both the letter and spirit of the rules and 
disqualified the Arrow. 

Blok cinched the title in the finaleveJ;lt 

of the year. the Mojave 24·hour rally in 
Mojave, CaJifornia. The high desert is 
becoming a popular spot for rallying, and 
it's catching on fast there. Scott Harvey 
and Randy Gra vas inherited the lead on 
the last stage and won the rally, butBlok's 
time (1.3 minutes behind) gave him 
second place and the crown. 

Besides Blok, only the ' Datsun 240 -Of 
John Smiskol and Walt Kraftt had a shot 
at the championship. They were delayed 
by a flat tire and had a fan belt go south so 
hard that it took most of the wiring with it 
and that was essentially that. 

Unlike theNARA'events, which tended 
to be dominated by established drivers, 
SCCA's Pro Rally series gave some 
young chargers a chance to show what 
they can do. As long as NARA continues 
to attract the likes of Buffum and Hender
son on a regular basis, and SCCA keeps 
bringing in the new boys for seasoning, it 
may be that there is room in the United 
States after all for two performance 
rallying organizations. 
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The Jo And · Vicki Show 
the new sanctioning body. The rally was 
held in early November, and Gene Hen
derson headed a short list of survivors. 
Only eight of nearly 50 starters made it to 
the end of the snowbound event . 

John Buffum and "Vicki"-that's the name she puts on the entry forms-dominated the new NARA rally series 
in 1976. There is every reason to believe they'll repeat in '77. 

It's not often that a sport almost totally SCCA had a Pro Rally circuit, kept 
unknown surges into the public eye the secret apparently ,from all save a few 
way performance rallying has done in enth~siasts, but the sport never really 
1976. caught on here; a far cry from E!Irope 

There have been rallies for years, and 'a where people turn out in the hundreds of , 
couple of them-the Monte Carlo, certain- thousands to watch Paddy cock the Mini 
ly, and lately, with Sears' tire advertis- sideways once on his way through a 300-
ing, the East African Safari-have been mile event. 
promoted mildly in the United States, but Then David Ash, who put together 
for the most,part U.S. rallying has been SCCA's house organ, The Wheel, formed 
more a mathematical exercise than an the North American Rally Association. 
adventure: "maintain 27.4 miles per hour He left SCCA. to work full time as director 
for 3.2 miles,then BL and increase to of NARA and in a short time had 
28.1.. .. " Demanding of a certain concen- captured-the methods and ethics are 
tration, to be sure, but not the stuff of still in litigation-some of SCCA's most 
which heroes are made. prestigious events. 
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NARA's rules were finalized in Febru
ary at a meeting in Dearborn, Michigan. 
Sponsorship came from Wonder Muffler, 
Pirelli Tire, and Lancia-though even at 
this late date no Lancia has won a NARA . 
rally-and American Motors and Saab, 
among others, sponsored or helped facto
ry teams. The organization was on the 
way. 

There was more to come. In April, 
Cooper tires announced $5000 in conting-

-ency money, saying "We will play ... an 
active role ... we don't feel the sport should 
suffer because of peripheral controver
sy," 'a reference to a suit SCCA had filed 
against Ash and NARA. Cooper also 
announced a contingency program for 
SCCA's rally series. 

After some false starts and scheduling 
changes, NARA got underway with a 
vengeance in a non-points rally at Cosh
octon Ohio. This is rally country from 
way back, and while some of the big 
names Ash would like to have seen were 
absent, a bunch of locals showed up to 
make it worth while. . , 

After the mandatory number of rol
lovers and car-tree confrontations, the 
winner was John Chalmers in a Datsun 
510, and it was probably,only coincidental 
the Chalmers is a Cooper Tire engineer. 
What may not have been coincidental is 
that seven of the top 10 finis,hers were on 
Coopers, too. 

Things got underway for real in Wash
ington when both the John Buffum/Vicki 
Dykema and Gene Henderson/ Ken Pogue 
teams showed up for NARA Olympus 
rally. Buffum won in a walk,11.5 minutes 
ahead of Henderson, and that pretty much 
set the tone for the rest of the year. He. was 
briefly challenged by Taisto Heinonen in 
a Volvo, but the Swedish entry split an oil 
cooler line. Scott Harvey was there, too, 
but slid straight off at a T and wound up 
eighth. This was the first points event in 
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the NARA America's Cup Championship 
(Coshocton was spring training) and 
gave Buffum first blood. 

Next up was the Lancia 20 Stages in 
Grayling, Michigan. Jim Walker and Joe 
Lebeau won in a Volvo 142; Scott Harvey 
put his Colt in second. Buffum was 
occupied elsewhere and didn't defend his 
lead. 

He was back- at the next one, though. 
This was at Midland, Michigan, and there 
John and Vicki came in first ahead of 
Walker and Lebeau. Other performances 
of, note came from Guy Light and Don 
Jekel in the turbocharged Saab, which 
finished fifth after having dropped from 
the top 10 earlier, and "Rex Karrs" /"Mog
en David," who also operate under the 
names Eric Jones and Mike Chern, in 
ninth. Scott Harvey had some trouble and 
wound.up '13th. 

Buffum continued his winning ways 
with another in Palmdale, California, in 
the Rim of the World Rally. This. was the 
very picture of what a rally should be, 
with roads running from near sea level 
over 6500 feet in the mountains north of 
Los Angeles, and with the win Buffum 
was three for foul' in NARA-actually 
three for three that he'd entered. Hendrik 
Blok and Erick 'Rauge were second in 
a spanking new Plymouth Arrow just 
ahead of Gene Henderson's Jeep. 

The John and Vicki show moved across 
the country to Olean, New York, for its 
next win, in the Pirelli Happiness Is 
Sunrise rally. Rex Karrs and Mogen 
David were second, 11 minutes back, after 
most of the serious competition came to 
grief of one sort or another. The Houri
h~n/ Shepard Carrera broke an axle, the 
Walker/Lebeau Volvo lost the electrics, 
and Henderson punched a ho!e in the 
Jeep's radiator. So much for challenges to 
Buffum's supremacy. Only half the 64-car 
starting field filtered through to the end. 

John and Vicki were prevented from a 
sweep of the remaining events when they 
didn't show for the Denton, Texas, event. 
Tom Tolles and Virginia Reece. who had 
run well all year but not well enough to 
win, took advantage of John's absence 
and swept to a victory in their Volvo 142. 

Only 17 cars started the rough rally, but 
it was a strong field. under the circum
stances with Hourihan, Light, Hender
son, and Walker there among others, and 
the front runners put on a strong show 
until Jones and Chern caught fire, Danny 
Goodwin and Ron Boeck went off the road, 
and Brok/Hauge made an arithmetic 
error that bro,,!ght them into a check poin t 
five minutes early and disqualified them. 

One of NARA's biggest breaks came 
when the organizers of the their lot with 

. 'Marquette, which used to be known as 
the Press On Regardless, was billed as the 
toughest-rally in the country, and it lived 
up to th.at biiling this year. How tough 
was it? It was so tough that when the clerk 
of the course 'went out to check one stage, 
he got stuck and had to' walk eight miles to 
a cabin, which he broke into and spent the 
night. "I really thought I was going to 
die," he said afterward. ''I'm glad it's 
over." We daresay. 

Buffum and Vicki were there and did not 
win. John said he ran off the road -at a K 
right and got stuck, but that it really 
didn 't make much difference because" I'm 
sure we would have gone off later in the 
stage. After we got out, I was just 
motoring along in no hurry and bam, we 
did a 360 right in the stage." It was kind of 
slippery. 

Henderson and Pogue had their Jeep ~n 
, Goodyear tires while ne'arly everyone 

else used Coopers and it see.med to give 
them a real advantage, they ~aid, al
though some of the other racers opined 
that the four wheel drive probably didn't 
hurt either. Big surprise was the dead 
(and that means stone) stock Saab 99 
entered by Rallye magazine; Jon Davis 
and Jon Wenger finished fourth. "Boy, 
was it slick," they said later. And last 
place went to Bruno Kriebick and Charlie I 

Walla in a Karmann Ghia. They might 
have done better, but th~y thought they 
were out of gas and and shut down on all 
the downhill parts. You guessed it-they 
had plenty of gas .. . and a bum gauge. 

Final event on the 10-race ... uh, rally
... NARA schedule was the Mendocino 
Forest Rally run in Willows, California, 
northeast of Sacramento. Buffum had 
already put a lock on the title, so he didn't 
show-he was in England running the 
RAC-and .the win went to Danny Good
win and Randy Hensley in a Mazda 
pickup. This was not. tlie surpirse it 
seems; Mazda has some interest in the 
truck, and you will no doubt see it again 
next yea.r. 

Second was Scott Harvey. Poor Scott 
did not have a g~)Qd year in 1976 and will 
doubtless be busy thro'ugh the short off 
season getting_ready for next yea.r. 

Goodwin is an Alaskan Highway Pa
trolman with less than three years rally 

. experience, and he is regarded as one of 
the brightest of the new drivers in this 
fast growing sport. A measure of his 
talent is that he won the 24-mile downhill 
stage 11 by 4.28 minutes. ~ 

NARA seems firmly entrenched as a 
viable motorsport sanctioning body. 
Hopefully the internecine court battle the 
SCCA has initiated, however it is re 
solved, will not prove irrevocably harm
ful to the sport while it drags on. 

Villeneuve Triumphant-
Continued From Page 11 
which had gone off there earlier. Spenard 
spun on the 39th, destroying his car but 
not his self. 

Two laps later Rahal had his win. Rahal 
had lapped up to fourth and Gloy had 
lapped up to sixth, which makes the 
proving-ground function of F-)\t stand 
out as clear as anything which happened 
all year lo'ng possibly could do. 

There were no great surprises at the 
final Player's event at Trois Rivieres 
Sept. 6. Gilles did it again, this time doing 
a dance on such as Surtees Fl pilot Alan 
Jones, McLaren ace James Hunt and 
March Fl man Vittorio Brambilla, in that 
order. The Number Two man, in fact, was 
10 seconds in arrears as the 24-year-old 
series champion crossed the }ine. 

Reportedly dissatisfied with his auto, 
Villeneuve nonetheless played his favor
ite tune when the·starter let them go at the' 
end of the second pace lap. Following him 
was a train composed of Klausler, Rahal, 
Brambilla, Jones, Patrick Tambay and 
J ames Hunt. At the end of the first lap the 
shuffle had begun, with Rahal moving 
into second when a tire valve failed on 
Klausler in the third turn. Hunt passed 
Tambay and the rest stayed as they had 
been. Brambilla practically was climbing 

ov~ Rahal, and went by within two more 
laps. After a gap came Gloy~ 

After 15 laps of the scheduled 60 Villen
euve had opened a lead of six seconds on 
Brambilla, who was moving away from 
Rahal-whose engine mounts were 
cracking in tune with his excessive 
chassis flex. Brack was in the parking lot 
by this time. 

Things weren't too different 10 laps 
later. Villeneuve still was pulling away, 
Brambilla also was widenine- the gap 
between himself and pursuer Rahal. 
Jones was moving up on the same and 
Hunt was falling back a trifle. 'J'ambay 
had less power than he expected, and ~as 
a good way back. 

Jones moved on Rahal the 36th time 
around. he had caught Brambilla six laps 
later, and dove into second place going 
into Turn 1 for the 43rd time. The racing 
was hot and exciting, but it stayed 
Villeneuve through the finish of the race 
and of the 1976 Player's s~ries. Villeneuve 
took home the 10,000 awaiting the race's 
winner, and showed all and sundry that he 
meant to win and keep on winning, even if 
he has to dig up a new sponsor for. every 
race. Whether such determination will 
hold up in the face of a cancelled series. 
remains to be seen. 
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