


I CART ELKHART LAKE 

Two fuel stops were required to make the 
full 200miles, and during his first stop Mi
chael stalled his engine. That allowed Sulli
van to take the lead and establish himself 
there comfortably. It continued that way for 
some while, as fresh rain started to fall with 
increasing intensity. 

On the 32nd of 50 laps, bad luck befell 
leader Sullivan in the form of Tom Sneva. 
The latter had slithered off the road in the 
darkening gloom, and as he regained the 
pavement, Sullivan came powering onto the 
scene. Our columnist had to spin to avoid 
Sneva, which dropped him right out of the 
reckoning, all the way down to ninth. 

By then rain was falling in pellets, and 
deep puddles were gathering at some cor
ners, just as it did two weeks earlier. CART 
official Wally Dallenbach quickly called for 
the starter to display double yellow flags 
and then the pace car was summoned onto 
the track. What happened next had much to 
do with determining the race's outcome. 

Three of the nine unlapped cars immedia
tely decided to make their last fuel stops. 
Moreno, Fittipaldi and Villeneuve came in 
right away, with Mears following suit after 
another lap. It was three more laps before 
the rest of the leaders decided to make their 
stops, so that once the rain tapered off the 
order read: Moreno, Fittipaldi, Villeneuve, 
Mears, Andretti Jr, Rahal, Andretti Sr, 
Guerrero and Sullivan. Villeneuve jumped 
around Fittipaldi on the restart, and halfway 
through the next lap there was a mUltiple 
incident which cost Fittipaldi and the rest of 

the field some time. The end result of the 
chain-reaction was that Andretti Sr spun and 
stalled, losing a lap before he could be res
tarted. 

Villeneuve chased hard after Moreno, but 
the latter kept his lead and a tiny cushion 
while Fittipaldi tried to catch the two lead
ers. Further back, Andretti Jr was charging, 
passing Mears with seven laps to go and 
setting out in pursuit of Fittipaldi. Heading 
into Canada Comer on lap 44 Villeneuve 
clouted Moreno in the tail, spinning both off 
the line, so that we now had Michael chas
ing Emerson for the lead. "He braked ear
lier than 1 thought," said Villeneuve , "and 
1 hit him in the tail. " 

"No way," claimed Moreno. "I was al
ready off the brakes and back on the power 
when he hit me. There was no way he was 
going to pass me where he tried . He was 
desperate. That's all there is to it." Villen
euve spun to a stop in the middle of the road 
and was restarted by one of CART's tow 
trucks while Moreno spun into the muddy 
grass and was left for dead by the tow 
trucks, unhappily out of the race after an 
excellent performance. 

Meanwhile, Andretti Jr was trying to 
catch Fittipaldi. The blue and yellow Kraco 
March edged closer to the red and white 
Marlboro car only to lose time lapping 
slower cars. Partway through the final lap, 
however, Michael was back on the tail of 
the great Brazilian, giving it everything he 
had. A couple of times Andretti was able 
to give Fittipaldi a tap in the tail but it 

Close quarters! Michael Andrett; lett Sullivan no doubt that he wanted by. 
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wasn't the kind of thing to disrupt the con
centration of the former World Champion. 

At the flag, Fittipaldi was a third of a 
second ahead in a magnificent finish, taking 
his first win of the year and his first for 
sponsor Marlboro. His only other win in an 
Indycar came at last year's Michigan 500, 
so this was Fittipaldi's first Indycar road 
racing victory, under major pressure from 
the youngsters of the sport in the worst kind 
of conditions. 

The celebratory atmosphere in Fittipaldi's 
pit struck a contrast to the tone earlier that 
day after the Brazilian's car refused to run 
during the brief morning warm-up session. 
The Patrick team changed fuel cams and 
also changed springs because Fittipaldi had 
complained of a lack of grip. So it was at 
the start of the race, as Fittipaldi found his 
car tail-happy. At least his engine ran well, 
however, and as the race wore on Emer
son's day got steadily better. 

"The car was terrible in the beginning of 
the race," explained Fittipaldi. "It was so 
loose I could barely drive it, and through the 
first load of fuel I was just hanging onto the 
others. At the first pitstop we made a big 
change in the front wings and then I started 
working with the roll bars-adjusting them 
-making the car better. After we made 
some more changes to the wing settings on 
the second stop the car was very quick. I 
could have raced anybody in the last part of 
the race. 

Fittipaldi pointed out that he spun twice 
during the race. The first spin came early, 
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Rick Mears drove exceptionally, taking a fine third place to give Chevy's new four-com Indy engine 
Its second consecutive race finish. 

while passing Derek Daly. The second came 
later in the very quick second tum while 
running alone. "The car just spun one time 
and I kept going," smiled Fittipaldi. 

ran with the leaders most of the way and 
remained unlapped in the second portion of 
the race. Ninth went to Mario Andretti, fol
lowing his spin, while Unser Jr made it into 
II th behind Villeneuve. 

With three races remaining in this year's 
Indycar championship, Michael Andretti is 
putting the stiffest pressure on point leader 

He also praised Pat Patrick for calling 
him to the pits as soon as the double yel
low flags were displayed. "That was a very 
smart move by Pat. It might have been the 
key move to win the race for me." Rahal. The two are separated by only two ir::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::=====;;;;; 

Fittipaldi wore his most rueful of smiles 
in describing the race's last lap. "Michael 
was very big in my mirrors on the last lap. I 
was just trying to keep the car on the track 
and make sure Michael stayed behind me. I 
had to work very carefully with the wheel, 
you know?" 

Said Andretti: "Emmo has probably had 
every move in the book put on him over the 
years. I really didn't think he would make a 
mistake on the last lap, but I tried to force 
him into one. I tried a move on the last lap 
at Canada Comer, but it was all a little too 
late and he was ready for me." 

Mears finished an excellent third. For a 
man who is not supposed to be able to han
dle road courses, this was a fine showing
and the second successive finish for the 
Chevrolet four-cam racing VS. Fourth went 
to Roberto Guerrero after an outstanding 
drive from the back of the grid. Rahal kept 
himself ahead of Andretti Jr in the chase for 
the title with a fifth. (Rahal's team had 
gambled, setting his car up for drier condi
tions; it cost him when the rains came. Sul
livan made it into sixth after his several tra
vails and in so doing kept himself in the 
championship chase. 

Arie Luyendyk drove well into seventh 
after losing a lap early on due to a faulty 
fuel warning light that prompted him to stop 
too early. Also running a strong race was 
Raul Boesel who started at the back, a lap 
down after his incident with Al Unser Jr in 
the original attempt to run the race. Boesel 
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points, with third-placed Sullivan a 21points 
behind. Unser Jr and Andretti Sr are another 
six points behind Sullivan, and all three 
need big finishes at Laguna Seca and Phoe
nix over the next two weeks if they are to 
stay in the hunt. With spoilers like Fitti
paldi, Mears, Cogan, Guerrero, Moreno, 
Sneva and Rutherford out there __ 
stealing points, anything is possible. -.p 

CART-RACE FOR LIFE 200 
ROAD AMERICA, elKHART LAKE, WlS, OCT 
4,1986.50 LAPS, 200MILES. TIME: 2:26:42 
RESULTS: 1) Emerson Fittipoldi, March 86C/Cosworth, 50 
laps, 81.800mph avg spd, mov 0.33sec; 2) Michael M
dretti, March 86C/Cosworth, 50laps; 3) Rick Mears, 
March 86C/Chevrolet, 50; 4) Roberto Guerrero, March 
86C/Cosworth, 50; 5) Bobby Rahal, March 86C/Cos
worth, 50; 6) Danny Sullivan, March 86C/Cosworth, 50; 
7) Arie Luyendyk, March 86C/Cosworth, 49; 8) Raul 
Boesel, Lola T8600/Cosworth, 49; 9) Mario Mdretti, Lola 
T8600/Cosworth, 49; 10) Jacques Villeneuve, March 
86C/Cosworth, 48; 11) AI Unser Jr, Lola T8600/Cosworth, 
48; 12) Tom Sneva, March 86C/Cosworth, 47 (spin); 13) 
Derek Daly, March 86C/Cosworth, 47 (off course); 14) 
Johnny Rutherford, March 86C/Cosworth, 45 (running); 
15) Jeff MacPherson, March 86C/Cosworth, 44 (run
ning); 16) Roberto Moreno, Lola T8600/Cosworth, 43 
(accident); 17) Dale Coyne, DC-1/Chevrolet, 42 (run
ning); 18) Dominic Dobson, March 86C/Cosworth, 36 
(accident); 19) Desire Wilson, March 86C/Cosworth, 34 
(accident); 20) Kevin Cogan, March 86C/Cosworth, 21 
(accident); 21) Rocky Moran, March 86C/Cosworth, 16 
(rear wing); 22) Geoff Brabham, Lola T8600/Honda, 14 
(stalled); 23) Ian Ashley, Lola T8600/Cosworth, 6 (acci
dent); 24) Randly Lewis, Lola T8600/Cosworth, 3 (no re
start); 

POINTS: 1) Rahal, 138; 2) Michael Mdretti, 136; 3) Sulli
van, 115; 4) (tie) Mario Mdretti, Unser Jr, 109; 6) Cogan, 
99; 7) Fittipoldi, 87; 8) Sneva, 82; 9) Mears, 75; 10) Ruth
erford,72. 

NEXT: OCT 12, LAGUNA SECA 
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