
President's New Safety Bill Bodes 
III For Perfonnance Cars in U.S. 

There is at least one 427 sohc Ford engine in private hands, if 
Astronaut Gordon Cooper's hands can be called private. The car 
was allegedly prepared from one off spares by Holman-Moody 

By L.Mandel 
WASHINGTON, D. C., March 13-

Is the federal government interpos
ing itself between the buyer and his 
choice of car? 

With the introduction today of the 
President's Highway Safety Bill of 
1966, the government has been put 
squarely into highway safety right 
up to and including the threat of the 
establishment of federal standards 
for safe vehicle design enforceable 

through the ,device of ,interstate 
commerce restrictions. 

The White House may call the 
measur e by its executive-designated 
name, but Detroit grimly refuses to 
talk about it at all- offi cially - and 
one government spokesman says it 
may mean a ban on cars like Ferrari 
and Jaguar in the U.S. 

Hearings are scheduled to begin 
March 15 on HR 13228 before the 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign 

Commerce, but one executive de-' 
partment spokesman, Charles Zwick 
of the Bureau of the Budget is 
already saying, "according to this 
measure, as long as Ferrari or Ford 
want to get cars sold in interstate 
commerce in theU.S.,theywillhave 
to meet whatever standards are set 
for safe vehicle design. 

"Such standards would be anal
agous to requirements of aircraft 
to be airworthy. They are in the 
general area of performance stand
ards. Ford Offers 

OHC Engine 
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"This could be all the way from 

braking requirements" Zwick went 
on, ato tensile strength of frame 
materials. 
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"It is even POSSible, but I do not 
think it is probable, that such a matter 
as acceleration times might be sub
ject to restriction." 

The bill provides for a new depart
m ent of transportation at the cabinet 
level and proposes to incorporate all 
U . S. transportation systems. 

"SAFETY LAST" 
But it was obvious the President 

DEARBORN, Mich., March 4-
Ford Motor Co., smarting from a 
crushing defeat by Chrysler's hemis 
at Daytona Feb. 27, pulled out its 
ace in the hole today with the 
announcement that a street version 
of its 427CID sohc engine would go 
into production immediately. 

Chrysler's reaction was exactly 
what NASCAR observers in the South 
feared, "if France (Bill France of 
NASCAR) accepts the engine, Chrys
ler will quit racing. And this time for 
good," a spokesman for the Mopar 
giant said. 

Gulf Oil Sponsors Nelson Ledges Growth was concerned very specifically with 
highway traffic and casualties. 

"Neither private industry nor gov
ernment officials concerned with 
automotive transportati0n have 
safety first among their priorities," 
said the PreSident, "yet we know 
that expensive freeways, powerful 
engines and smooth exteriors will 
not stop the massacre of our roads." Ford, which started a consider

able storm when it tried to homo
logate the engine earlier in the year, 
had been told emphatically by both 
USAC and NASCAR that the sohc 
engine was not a production unit and 
therefore not acceptable in stock car 
<;ompetition. 

Both clubs however had admitted 
that the door was open to re-evalua
tion in 1967 and their reaction to 
Ford's move in gOing ahead with pro
duction at this _stage of the season 
was roughly similar. Neither club 
is saying anything unti l each has in
spected Ford 's pr oduction line fo r 
signs of the engine in Detroit . 

By Donna Mae Mims 
Area Editor 

PITTSBURGH, Pa., Mar. 7 - Gulf 
Oil Co. has agreed to finance part of 
an extensive face lifting program for 
the 1.1 mi. Warren, Ohio Nelson 
Ledges road course, which will in
clude lengthening the track to 2-mi. 

The improvements are being 
undertaken as a result of a three 
way agreement between course 
owner, Marvin Drucker, the Gulf 
Oil Co. and Steel Cities Region 
SCCA. 

According to reports, Gulf Oil's 
participation in the scheme will be 
repayed by allowing the company to 
demand exclusive use of its products 
a t the course. 

It is hoped to have the extens ion 

completed in time for the Lake Erie 
invitational region,al races on Mem
orial Day, although the completionof 
additional improvements to spec
tator facilities may not be fully fin
ished before the end of the year. 

The long rumored improvements 
will include a camping area in the 
wooded part of the course's acre
age through which the new extension 
will run. 

A paddock club on the second floor 
of a barn, which already overlooks 
the present course, will also be con
structed as well as a pedestrian 
bridge. 

Drucker has implied that part of 
the scheme behind these improve
ments is to make poss ible the hand
ling of a profess.ional race, and he 

Donald Frey, For d vice-pr es ident 
and For d Division general manager 
stated that officials of NASCAR and 
USAC had pr omis ed to lift the ban 
on the sohc engine as s oon as it be
came a production item. 

"In making the engine available 
to the public we hope to qualify it 
for the stock car circuits ," he said. 

Ontario City Solons Delay Super 
Production of New Superspeedway 

However, NASCAR President Bill 
France said that Ford's Leo Beebe 
had read the statement to him over 
the telephone and added, "we have not 

(Continued on page 7) 

By Ronnie Allyn 
ONTARIO, Calif., March 2-De

spite a refusal to approve all plans 
for the new superspeedway here by 
the Ontario City government pending 
certain action, course backers re-

LATE NEWS 
• Roger Penske's entry for Sebring includes an open Corvette prototype. 
• Honda is almost certainly out of F/l competition for 1966. Their very 
much increased motorcycle racing budget is the tipoff that they don't ex
pect the new cars. to be ready this year. 
• Brock Yates, editor of Car and Driver and well known tire tester, will 
campaign a hot new Ray Nichels-prepared Dodge Dart in the SCCA's Trans 
American series. 
• Chaparral has entered LeMans with a 427 engine, and all Ford LM 
entries are 427s also. Reason: you can decrease engine sizes at LeMans 
after entry, but not increase them. Up to three of the Fords will be auto
matics. 
• Test date for the F /1 Eagle is April 1. 
• Firestone is making it very very clear that they are not supplying 
drivers with cars on the condition that Firestones only be us ed. 
• Al Brizard, who won one of the Alfa 2600s given SCCA champions , 
drove it out the door of .the dealer only to have it promptly s mashed by 
an unseeing touris t. 
• Darel Dieringer will replace Richard Petty at the wheel of the Petty 
prepared Hemi for the month of March until Richard recovers from the 
operation to his finger. ' 
• Studebaker's sad announcement of its discontinuance of auto prod
uction idles about 750 workers . 
• Sears Roebuck will open 200 -high performance " automobile s tores; 
Goodyear is looking at the same avenue of merchandizing. 
• In Indy news J. C. Agajanian and Parnelli Jones have taken over Ted 
Halibrand's race car building facility ... r eports have Jones approaching 
Chris Amon about an Indy ride. . . Lotus will definitely be powered by 
bored out BRM H16s - if they're ready, the wood mockup engine was 
only delivered 'last week ... TheLola T90s are almost ready, one is com
plete but unlikely to appear at Phoenix. 

main optimistic that there will be no 
objection when the final vote is taken. 

At the same time it was revealed 
that Humble Oil Co. is aSSOCiated 
with television's Filmways and the 
Oakland, Calif. contractor who are 
backing the project. 

Filmways officials hope for final 
signatures March 15 and view the 
course of the Ontario city council as 
having "gone pretty well." 

Nonetheless, the proposed 20.8 
million dollar Ontario Motor Speed
way suffered a two week set back 
March 1 when the council decided 
more time was needed to study the 
feasibility of the project on the 710 
acre site adjacent to the city. 

The council declared its interest 
in the jOint Filmways-Stolte pro
posal, and stated the project would 
be vital to the economy of the com
munity, but recommended the fol
lowing steps be taken before a final 
decision be made: 

• Stolte, Inc. to submit a con
s truction contract to be negotiated 
with the city. In the meanwhile, it is 
assumed they will, on their own 
in itiative, proceed with the field 
s urveys and preliminaryengineer
ing plans for the Speedway, s lated 
for opening in 1968. 

• The city adminis tr ation to dis 
cuss with available bond couns el 
th e project, and r ecommend to the 
city council a firm that can pr ovide 
such legal counsel. 

• The city administration to se
cur e at least three proposals f rom 
financial consultants and report to 
the council by March 15 on the feas
ib i lity for the long term project. 

added that he hopes to stage one in 
1967. 

If the course is approved bySCCA, 
N E Ohio will stage a national race 
there, The other regions inv01ved, 
Steel Cities, Mahoning Valley, West
ern N. Y. and Northwestern OhiO, 
will stage regionals. 

Persons wishing to join the 
paddock club may do so upon payment 
of $50, which will also give members 
an automatic permit to use the 
course for practice during the sea
son. 

Announcement of the submission 
of the measure to Congress has 
dropped a veil of silence over Detroit 
which has long predicted such a de
velopment. 

Typical statements from manu
facturers ranged from the tradi

(Continued on page 10) 

Jaguar Introduces 2+2 
By David Phipps 
COVENTRY, Eng. , Mar. 8 - If you 
are one of the people who would have 
had an E-type Jaguar long ago "if 
only _ it had seats for the kids" or 
"if only it had more legroom", your 
pr ayers have been answered . 

With the introduction of the2 
plus 2, Jaguar has produced a car 
which provides very comfortable 
seating for two adults and two chil
dren - or even for four adults if 
those in the front seats are very 
short - or which alternatively offers 
gargantuan legroom for two , plus 
very generous luggage space. 

The latter is achieved very Simply 
(though most ingeniously)by pushing 
the top half of the rear seat back
rest forwards, but full rearward 
travel of the front seats can only be 
obtained by undoing two screws and 
repositioning the runners - a pro
cess which has to be reversed to 
enable short drivers to reach the 
pedals. 

Space for the rear seats and/or 
extra legroom has been obtained 

doubtedly be prepared to put up with 
this for the extr a accommodation, 
though it's doubtful whether manyof 
them really wanted a chrome s trip 
on the doors as well. 

Presumably on the assumption 
that E-type owners don't wash their 
own cars, Jaguar perSists in fitting 
wire wheels. Thin~ -how much nicer 
(and more practical) it would be with 
perforated dis c wheels, as used on 
raCing D-types, InCidentally, with its 
curved lower body panels collecting 
any mud that happens to be around, 
the E -type does need washing rather 
often . 

MECHANICALLY IDENTICAL 
Mechanically the 2 plus 2 is 

identical to the 2- s'eater except that 
Borg Warner model 8 automatic 
trans miSS ion is offered as an option
al extra. This features a dual drive 
range, with a ' choice of first or 
second gear starts and full engine 
braking in all three gears, and is 

(Continued on page 2) 

by adding 9 in. to the wheelbase, t- ,---------:=-----------, 
bringing it up to 8 ft. 9 in. Really Wriump~ 
adequate rear seat headroom has If 
been provided by increasing over- I ~ II QI om ptii ii Oll 
all height 2 in. to 4ft. 2 in., and 
r easonable access to the rear com- Hear Ye! Here Ye! All Triumph 

drivers desiring much -needed 
par tm ent has been obtained by an and worthwhile information 
increas e of 8-1/2 in. in the door concerning the correct prepa -
aperture. And with the top of the ration of their automobiles for 
r ear seat pushed forward, "trunk" the sport of motor racing are 
floor length is 4 ft. 4-1/ 2 in., 11-1/2 earnestly advised to invest the 
in . more than in the 2-seater. mere pittance requested for 

The lines of the car ar e affected either of the following valuable 
h publications: 

very little by the incr ease in lengt TR.4 (series) Competition 
and height, and it is only when the Prep Book ...... . $2.00 
2 plus 2 is seen alongside a normal SPITFIRE - Competition 
E -type that the difference is really Prep Book ....... $1.25 
appar ent. Unfortunately the new r oof Your check scribed in the cus· 
line tends to exaggerate the vertic- tomary manner is quite accept-
ality of the windshi eld pillars, the able if posted with alacrity to: 
only really discordant point of the Competition Department 
original deSign, and the car as a Standard-Triumph Motor Co., 
whole looks somehow more dated 575 Mad~~~~ Avenue 
than the 2-seater. New York, N.Y. 10022 

However, a lot of p ople will un-
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More on: 

P resident's Bill 
(Continued from page 1) 
tional eno comment" to "until we 
study the bill at length we are in 
no position to make a statement." 

However Lee A. Iacocca, vice 
president of the car and truck group 
of Ford Motor Company, speaking at 
a press conference inSan FranciSCO 
said, "the government's interest has 
$ ure created a hell of an awareness 
in a short period of time. We've done 
everything we can, we put seat belts 
in, and people said get them out, 
even though there was no cost. 

e As a company" Iacocca went on, 
"we crusaded to get people to use 
belts, but we have had reports from 
local police stating 99 percent non
usage. 

cThe manufacturers have a lim
ited knowledge of safety. We have to 
have the right information. The auto 
industry cannot obtain the needed in
formation unilaterally. I think the 
PreSident's message is a go'od 
start. " 

DESIGN CRITERIA 
Chief interest, upon announcement 

of the bill, centered on the extent to 
which the government would impose 
design criteria on the car builder. 
The measure provides for a two year 
period of grace during which the 
manufacturers would have an oppor
tunity to incorporate, on a voluntary 
baSiS, safety features conSidered 
deSirable. Thereafter, the proposed 
law would require that "vehicles sold 
in interstate commerce must bede
Signed and equipped for maximum 
safety. " 
. Asked what exactly this meant, a 
spokesman for Alan Boyd, Under
secretary of Commerce for Trans
portation said, "we're talking about 
safety standards. And if they're not 
met, the car can't be sold in inter
state commerce - if it's an extrem
ely unsafe automobile." 

Pressed to indicate the basis for 
judgment of ean extremely unsafe 
automobile," the spokesman de
clared it would have to meet a 
series of standards arrived at after 
study of such criteria as re
commended by such bodies as the 
SAE." 

SAE general manager Joseph Gil
bert refused comment on the position 
of the government vis a vis the manu
facturer. "It's not for the SAE to 
comment on what's being done with 
the automobile, that's for the manu
facturers to decide. 

"The SOCiety has been working 
closely with various government 
agenCies, and hopes that as the de
partment of transportation comes 
into being, whatever activity the gov
ernment generates in this area will 
allow us to be of even greater ser
vice than in the past through the 
resources of our various technical 
committees in the fields of standards 

LIGHT WEIGHT 
BUCKET SEAT 

Seat, Base and Cover 
F .O.B. Warwick .. . . ... . ........ $40.00 
Seat only . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.00 
Seat with base . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.00 
j:over only . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00 

The seat base comes with mounting 
flanges. These al low the seat to be 
adapted to ex ist ing ad justment rai ls, 
screwed di rectly to the floor or used 
for mounting seat in desired manner. 

FILL -MARK CO. 
Dept. CP, 67 CentreVille Road (Rt. 117) 

Warwick, Rhode Island 
Tel: (401) 737·3241 & 1656 

and specification.;' 
Commenting on whether the gov

ernment was interposing itself be
tween the purchaser and his choice 
of car, Secretary Boyd's office said, 
"we're not putting ourselves between 
the guy buying the car and the car he 
buys. We're setting certain stand
ards that the manufacturer of these 
automobiles must meet in order to 
sell them. 

"No problem is antiCipated. Sec
retary Boyd thinks cars are safe 
now. I'm not going to say we're 
going to rule on the design of auto
mobiles. But ultimately you would 
have to. 

"But we're also talking about disc 
brakes and suspensions. There will 
be an effect; but not on style. Perhaps 
on deSign, but certainly not on style." 

In contrast, a member ofthe White 
House press secretary's staff said 
emphatically, "it is inconceivable to 
me that the federal government 
would prescribe detailed design 
standards for automobile manufac
turers." 

Foreign Car Safety 
The very specialized area of 

foreign cars as well as race cars 
is obviously a field of some em
barrassment to government of
ficials supporting the President's 
Traffic Safety Bill of 1966. 

Said Undersecretary of Com
m erce for Transportation Alan 
Boyd's spokesman: "Well, any
body can adjust himself to that, 
there's no provision in the bill 
for that or provision in the law 
to rule out raCing. I would think 
these guys (race car builders) 
could sure as hell beat that." 

Other provisions of the Bill pro
vide for safety standards on motor 
vehicle tires as well as federal aid 
to state safety programs and the 
reorganization of government high
way safety research. 

Wide latitude is expected to be 
given in the hearings beginning next 
week according to J. Arthur Younger 
(R. Calif.) member of the committee. 
"We antiCipate hearing anyone and 
everyone qualified to approach this 
subject." Congressman Younger's 
office revealed that in addition to 
the Chairman's (Harley Staggers 
D. W.Va.) Bill (the President's 
legislation),there were no fewer than 
20 differing pieces of legislation to 
be taken under consideration. 

The principle government argu
ment on the necessity of investiga
tion of accidents comes from its con
clusion that investigation is now 
primarily concerned with liability 
rather than cause. 

Said Charles Zwick: "if we can 
work our way from cause to the 
imposition of remedies, then the 
proposed standards would presum
ably be so designed to provide as 
much flexibility as necessary." 

Could the federal government for
see the day when it might build a 
car for study? 

Perhaps and perhaps not said 
Secretary Boyd's office. "Proto
types? What the hell bUSiness has 
the federal government got building 
an automobile? It may come to pass, 
and finally we might have to. 

«But not going in you don't." 

Exclusive 
East Coast 
Distributors 
for: 
HEWlAND GEARBOXES 
• Complete transaxle units 
• VW convers ions 
• Spore ports , gear changes, 

limited slip differential 
• Special input shafts & engine 

adopters (mode to order! 
• Technical service and repairs 

MOTORS PORT DESIGN CORP., 
Route 7 Ridgefield , Conn . 
Tel : (203) 438 -4086 

Lotus 
The workshop in which the F /3 Lotus 41 is made, with three cars 
ready for delivery is a busy place these days. Fifty of these cars are 
to be made according to Lotus sources, and most have been sOld. 

(David Phipps photo) 

Deep South Downpour and Snow 
Knock Out Early NASCAR Races 
By Bob Glendy 
Contributing Editor 

ASHVILLE, N. C., Mar.8 -Three 
inches of snow ended all hopes of a 
short track race this weekend after a 
100-miler at Spartanburg,S. C., was 
postponed due to three days of heavy 
rain. 

Curtis Turner's debut in a Ford 
F air lane, powered by a 427CID 
wedge, was postponed with the blank
et of snow which came Saturday night 
to wipe out the Fireball 300 at the 
Ashville/Weaverville speedway. 

Joe Littlejohn, promoter at Spar
tanburg, cancelled a 100-miler 
scheduled for. Mar .5 after three days 
of rain dumped more than three 
inches of water on the clay track. 

Meanwhile, Saturday Mar. 5, 

Amon Gets Manager 

Bobby Isaac broke Richard Petty's 
track record of 86.455mph at Ash
ville/Weaverville in time trials, 
with clockings of 87.959inph in 
Junior Johnson's 1966 Ford. 

More than 3000 fans attended the 
3-hr. practice seSSion Saturday 
which saw David Pearson in a 1965 
Coronet and Ned Jarrett in a 1966 
Ford, also break Petty's record. 

Petty was not on hand to defend his 
record due to an operation on his 
finger after the Daytona 500. 

Petty has his arm in a cast below 
the elbow and will be out for a month. 
He injured the fing,er playing touch 
football with his family in December. 

With the aid of the weatherman and 
an easing of a hard freeze (with 
temperatures in the low 20s) which 
hit the CarOlinas Sunday and Monday, 
racing will resume at the North 
Carolina Motor Speedway in Rock
ingham Mar. 13 at the first annual 
Peach Blossom 500. 

F/l Tycoons 
Clash Sternly 
With ToyBiz 
By Frank Falkner 
Contributing Editor 

NEW YORK, Mar. 8 - A meeting 
of three top British race car builders 
was reported being held in a hotel 
r oom here, ostenSibly to allow them 
to escape pressure in London and 
discuss mutual problems . 

In fact, it appears more likely that 
the three: Colin Chapman, John 
Cooper and Jack Brabham were in 
the U.S. to meet with leading toy 
manufacturer's representatives. 

In a three way telephone conversa
tion with the trio Coopers aid~we are 
here solely to get away from pres
sure at home:Although·we live and 
work next door to each other, we had 
to travel 3000 mi. in order to chat 
on pOints of mutual interest. If we 
tried this at home, after five minutes 
all three of us would be saying, 'just 
a minute, I'd better phone the 
factory.'" 

However it has been reliably re
ported here that the three were here 
talking to a toy manufacturer about 
the pirating of leading race car de
signs for scale models and slot cars. 

This report followed the appear
ance of notices on cars displayed at 
the London Racing Car Show last 
January, to the effect thatthedesign 
of the car could not be used or re
produced in any form without 
express consent of the manufac
turer. 

It is also felt by many British ob
servers that a large source of pot en
tial revenue that was lying untapped, 
with the growth of the slot car 
industry into a multi-million dollar 
bUSiness, was brought to Chapman's 
attention when Jim Hall signed a con
tract with a major slot car manufac
turer. 

Hall sold the model rights to his 
Chaparral 2A to a manufacturer in 
return for a substantial cash sum and 
royalties. AKRON, Ohio, Feb. 15, 1966-It 

was announced here today that Chris 
Amon, leading F/1 driver and a 
member of the McLaren Racing 
Team from London, has retained 
Personal Management Co. and Bruce 
L. Haddock to act as business and 
personal manager. Haddock, a form
er driver and automotive public
relations specialist is also working 
with several other well-known driv
ers including Cobra champion. Beb 
Bondurant and Jochen Rindt of the 
Cooper F/1 team. 

FoMoCo Makes Safety· Award 
DEARBORN, Mich., Feb. 15 - A 

WisconSin Ford and Lincoln-Merc
ury dealer tonight was named reci
pient of the $5,000 first prize in 
FoMoCo's first National Dealer 
Traffic Safety Award Program. 

Arjay Miller, Ford preSident, 
present~ a check and trophy to C. 

In t rig u e in I ta I y 
Fiat's new 124, a mystery car to be shown at Geneva later in the 
Spring. The new car is likely too large to be a 1200cc 4-cyl., but 
Fiat isn't talking. (David Phipps photo) 

BORRANI 
WIRE 
WHEE __ u_ , ~ ..... 

For all sports 
cars. Prices start 
at $40.80. Your 

Wri te f or li terature 

COLUMBIA MOTOR CORPORATION 
419 EAST 110TH ST., NEW YORK, N.Y. 10029 

Philip Leyda,- of LeydaMotors, Inc., 
Richland Center, Wisc., at a dinner 
honoring five dealerships for out
standing contributions to traffic 
safety. 

The five were selected from a
mong nearly 1,400 entries by a 
panel of nationally known traffic
safety authorities headed by Prof. 
Amos E. Neyhart, director emer
itus of the Institute of Public Safety 
at Penns ylvania State University. 

Leyda, winner of the top award, 
has been promoting traffic safety in 
Richland Center Since 1956, when he 
worked through the local Kiwanis 
Club to dis t ribute reflectorized tape 
to youngsters for use on bicycles. 
In 1957, he began loaning cars fo r 
driver education classes, and now 
ser ves an a rea up to 30 mi. from 
his dealers hip. 

He took the lead in 1961 in estab
lishing the Richland County Safety 
Com mittee, drawing on the support 
and active par tiCipation of local 
elected and appointed officials. Since 
then the committee has been the focal 
point of a county-wide, long-range 
traffi c-s afety pr ogram. 

MFGR'S CLOSEOUT SALE 
AUTO TOPS were $7 5 NOW $25 
CARPETS w e re $35 NOW $ 8 
SEAT CO VERS were $35 NOW $1 5 
TON NEAU cov ers were $35 NOW $1 2 

AMERICAN STANDARD CO. 
400 East 120th St. New York 35, N.Y. 

Body & 
Mechanical Specialists 

1215 FELL ST .• SAN FRANCISCO 
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