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Remember The Good Old Days 
By William G. Holder 

The 1950's have been reincarnated by 
the current wave of nostalgia. This was a 
great 10 years for the automotive indus
try, the first complete decade following 
the war, and it saw many automotive 
advances. Some companies prospered 
during the period while others were 
forced into combining for survival and 
still others folded completely. Some great 
cars were built during the period-some 
are now considered classics and others in 
the coming years will assume the same 
status. 

Sports Cars 
The 1950's sawinAmericatheintroduc

tion of two "true" sports cars and one 
semi-sportster-the Thunderbird, the 
Corvette, and the Studebaker Hawk. 
These cars temporarily stopped the mo
nopoly which had been enjoyed by the 
European sport models. 

mint condition now bring as much as 6-10 
bills, which is much more than the car's 
original cost of about $3000. Experts say 
if you can pick one up for less than three 
thou, grap W You. can't help but make a 
profit in the future. Many years ago, the 
original Bird was discovered rusting 
outside a body shop by George Watts of 
Santa Ana, California. The Bird is no 
longer rusting and today is worth about 
$25,000. The four-seater T -bird which 
came out in '58 is of comparatively minor 
interest to most collectors. 

The big engine in the early Bird was a 
312cid, 285hp V8 equipped with a four
barrel carbo Although not much by to
day's standards, it can still get with it. 
And in its prime, it was one of the hottest 
cars around. In fact, a 1956 Motor Trend 
test showed that the Bird stood up quite 
favorably in performance with the Cor
vette. It actually beat the 'Vette in the 0-
60mph test run with an 11.5 second clock
ing. 

The two-seat Thunderbird, built be
tween '55-'57, is considered a classic 
today. One of the main reasons for its 
value was its limited production since in 
1958 the Thunderbird became a four
seater, and has remained that way ever 
since. The '56 which had portholes in its 
removable hard top and a rear mounted 
external spare wheel, or the larger '57 
with its small fins are the most prized by 
the collectors. 

On June 30, 1953, the first fiberglass 
Corvette rolled off the production line and 
they have continued to roll to this day. 
Well over a quarter-million of these · 
popular cars have thrilled their owners 
for 24 years. 

The snappy original Corvette was available in white only. 

There were 53, 106 of the little two-seater 
T-birds built during the three years and 
30-35,000 have been accounted for. There 
are about 30 T-Bird Clubs across the 
country, boasting total of over 2500 
members. It has become quite a status 
symbol to 9wn one of the little birds 
which, of course, is driving their asking 
price up to astronomical levels. T -birds in 

In the first 1953 Corvette, the GM 
engineers stressed handling and per
formance in a 102 inch wheelbase. A 150 
horsepower six was mated with a Power
glide transmission to push the 2800 
pound car with amazing quickness. The 
original Corvette was available only in 
white, with the '54 version adding blue to 
the color selection. 

The first V8 Corvette, with a three speed 
synchromesh and more color choices, 
came in '55 and in 1956, along with a 
drastic body change, the Corvette went 
completely to the VB. The first Corvettes 

were equipped with windshield washers, 
turn indicators and an electric clock. A 
radio and heater were optional equip
ment. 

Many of the '50s vintage 'Vettes are still 
running on the road. '54's through '57's 
can still be found in non-mint condition 
for about five-six grand. Another good 
point about these fiberglass cars is that 
you don't have to worry about body 
cancer. 

The last entry in the sports c.ar race was 
the Studebaker HaWk. The Hawk was first 
produced in 1956 with the four different 
models being designated the Flight 
Hawk, Power Hawk, Skyhawk and the 
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super luxurious Golden Hawk. Both six 
and eight cylinder engines, including a 
supercharged 289, were available in the 
Golden Hawk. The Flight Hawk was 
available in five passenger coupe and 
hard top body styles; the Power Hawk in 
coupe only; and the Sky Hawk and Golden 
Hawk in hard-top models only. 

A survey 10 years ago showed that 
many felt that the 1950 styling advances 
of Studebaker were quite outstanding. 
The Hawk models were the best examples 
of this styling l~adership. The Hawk had 
a low-slung appearance which looks 
good even by today's standards. A long 
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sweeping hood and short rear deck ac
cented its design. For the collector, the 
Golden Hawk will probably appreciate 
considerably in the years to come. It 
should also be mentioned that in 1958 a so
called Packard Hawk was produced, the 
Packard name being acquired from the 
combining of the Packard and Studebaker 
companies. Hawks are still available and 
should be a good future investment. 

Luxury Cars 
The 1950's saw several really great 

luxury cars-the Cadillac Eldorado 
Brougham; the rebirth of the classic 
Lincoln Continenta.! in 1956, the Mark II; 
and the Packard Patrician 400. 

The limited production '58 Caddy 
Brougham was an all-out attempt by 
Cadillac to put a true luxury car on the 
market. Costing well in excess of 10 bills 
(an unheard of price tag for the time 
period), The Brougham sported many 
new futuristic goodies for the first time: 
innovations such as fuel injection, rear
mounted hydramatic, four headlites, and 
air suspension all debuted on this car. 
Another of the distinctive features of the 
design was a completely chromed rear 
quarter panel. 
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picked tip to'tlay for only about $500 to 
$1000. Exactly how their value will 
appreciate in the years to come can oDIy -
be guessed at. 

Unique Cars 
Under the classification of unique cars 

we have included the very interesting 
Ford retractable hardtop which was 
produced between '57 and '59. This vehicle 
attempted to monopolize on the tremen
dous interest in convertibles, which 
probably hit their popularity peak during 
the '50's. The car was actually an attempt 
to allow a person to enjoy a "rag-top" 
without the noisy, flapping canvas top 
and extremely drafty conditions during 
the winter. 
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The rather square Fords of 1957-'59 
were well suited to a retractable hardtop. 
The retracts were characterized by a long 
trunk into which the top was lowered. Six 
reversible electric motors and 12 relays 
were used in the top lowering process. 
Four screw-jacks were used to secure the 
roof and the rear deck lid. Of course, when 
the top was down there was very little 
storage volume. A small metal box 
located on the floor of the trunk served as 
a location for a small amount of luggage 
storage. 

The 54 Mystere dream car had quite an influence on the familiar '57 Ford. 

duced the now popular T-top design. You 
should be able to pick one up for about 
$300-400. Getting one with an operational 
,top, however, is another thing! 

Old Favorites 
Severa.! cars during this era ha ve 

achieved a high interest leTel. Interesting 
styling innovations explain the attrac
tion on some of the limited production 
models. But the popularity of the stand
ard production '57 Chevy is hard to ex
plain. 

In 1955, Ford introduced a major body 
change in its Ford line. The top of the line 
was the Crown Victoria, which used 
chrome to great advantage. Directly aft of 
the front window, a piece of chrome swept 
up over the center of the roof and then 
down the other side of the car. The '56 Ford 
also had this model available. A Sunliner 
vehicle in '54 was a.!so a rather unique car 

in that it had a transparent top over the 
front seat. These Fords will probably 
never be considered true classics but one 
in good condition should bring upwards 
of $2000. 

But why the '57 Chevy? There were tens 
of thousands constructed. which violates 
the cardina.! rule of becoming a classic
low production. The two-door hardtops 
and the limited production Nomad Sta
tion Wagons are the most popular. You 
can still pick up an occasional standard 
'57 lor as little as $300, which makes it one 
of the most reasonable of the classics. The 
top of the line Bel Air was characterized 
by a neat triangular two-tone on the rear 
quarter-panel. The 283cid block was 
available fn a 270hp version with twin 
four barrel carbs, and a 283hp version 
with fuel injection. It was one of the real 
movers in its day. 

To pick up a Nomad wagon is going to 
Continued On Next Page 
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The ~M-Tu~npike Cruiser (top). the 1957 Mercury and the 1959 Mercury (bottom) illustrated one of the closest 
relatIOnships between a "dream car" and a production car. The scalloped treatment in the rear quarter. one of 
the most prominent features of the Turnpike Cruiser. appeared on the 1957 Mercury but ran only as far as the 
rear door. It was extended all the way into the front door in the 1959 m9del. 

can be very re~arding ~ith the' 
Jhn Russell School of Canada 

If you were to find one of these monsters 
today, you will probably find that the air 
bags of the highly-touted air suspen'sion 
system have probably long since col
lapsed, and will need to be replaced with 
normal springs. However, even if you 
ha ve to throw a few hundred in her to get 
her back in shape, she may, according to 
some experts, be worth five times your 
approximate $3000 investment. Most. 
Cadillacs of the 50's don't rate much with 
the car buffs, that is. with the exception of 
the unique Brougham. 

The Brougham was designed to com
plete with Ford's lUXury car of the 
period-the Continental Mark II, which 
was built during '55-'57. The Mark II had a 
boxy design not at a.!l unlike the T-bird. It 
was a style that still looks good and is 
copied today. It proved to be more reliable 
than the competition and was powered by 
a 368cid VB. $5000 should still get you one 
of these "Deuces". 

The Packard Company down through 
the years was known as a maker of fine 
1 uxury cars, and they buil t some fine ones 
during the 1950's. As mentioned earlier, 
the 1950's saw the demise of the Packard 
Company. But the most luxurious of the 
Packard cars was the massive square 
Patrician 400. This was a luxury car in 
every sense of the word and a few of these 
well-built 400's and the less expensive 
Clippers can be seen on today's high
ways. The 400 doesn't yet have the appeal 
of the Mark II or Brougham. One can be 

The retractable cost about $400 more 
than a standard Ford convertible. The 
high cost and limitations on body style 
were probably the reasons for the cessa
tion of production after the '59 model. 
Although not considered a true classic, 
the retractable was the last attempt to 
mass produce a combination convertible
/ hardtop vehicle until Corvette intro-
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of our students. So after y.ou've graduated, anytime you're placed 
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the Jim Russell Canada School will reward you with its own 
prize money. However, the rewards of the school itself are just 
as important. The best training methods. Which means you'll be 
out on the trapk driving a formula Ford from the day you start. ' 

And that's the only way to learn to drive a racing car ... and win! 

If you're aft~r these kinds of rewards write for our free 
36-page booklet. 

For all information write for 
our free 36 page booklet to: 
JIM RUSSELL INTERNATIONAL 
RACING DRIVERS SCHOOL 
CANADA LTD. 
1065 LAKESHORE DRIVE C-15 

,DORVAL, P.Q., CANADA H9S 3E1 
TEL.: 514-636-0365 
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at Le Circuit in Canada and the 
British School of 1II0tor Racing 
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(not affiliated with Jim Russell. 
Rosamond. Calif.) 
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cost you much more money (probably 
$3000-$5000). Supposedly there were only 
about 35,000 of the sporty wagons pro
duced. They can easily be spotted by their 
seven vertical chrome strips on the rear 
door and the "S" -shaped top center post. 

'You don't see very many of them. Their 

continue to increase, but you can pick up 
one up now-if you can find it-for 
between $500-$1000. 

The DeSoto was a mid-priced vehicle 

tremendous popularity, and high asking 
price, is hard to explain. 

The Kaiser/Frazier Company started 
business in 1946 and ceased in 1955. 
During this time the company produced 
the low-to-medium priced Kaiser and 
more expensive Frazier, both featuring a 
rather ugly slab-sided construction. In 
1951, the Frazier was discontinued and 
K/F attempted to build a compact car, the 
Henry J. This car featured narrow pillars 
and a cruciform frame. The H.J. was· also 
marketed by Sears as the Allstate. These 
models ~re particularly hard to find. 
Many Henry J bodies have ended up today 
as bodies for dragsters. 

' produced by Chrysler during the 'SO's 
before being dropped at the end of the 
decade. It resembled the Dodge somewhat 
during the '50's years and was probably 
canned because of too many cars in the 
medium priced field. It may become 
something of a classic in the coming 
years. 

The cute little Metropolitan was Nash's 
effort at producing a small personal car. 
The car met with a fair response and you 
still see a number of them on the road 
today. 

Two of the more luxurious Kaiser 
products were the '53 Dragon and the '54 
Manhattan. The Dragon now cost over 
$3600 and had a padded vinyl sports top, 
new interior fabJ;'ics, and gold-plated body 
trim ornaments. The huge '54 Manhattans 
were 18 feet long a.nd had a supercharger 
as one of the engine goodies. The value of 
these long-out-of-production ' cars will 

The Crosley Company was in business 
from 1939-41 when it produced a vehicle 
PQwered by a two-cylinder, air-cooled 
engine. From '46 to the end in '52, Crosley 
produced a wide variety of vehicles 
incl uding sedans, coupes, station wag
ons, ' the Hot-Shot sport models and 
several trucks. They ranged in price 
between $500-$800 and were about the size 
of a golf cart. Using a four cylinder, 26.5hp 
engine driven through st'andard three 
speed transmission, the Crosleys had 
excellent steering qualities, in fact, many 
dragsters today use Crosley steering. 

Crosleys are very hard to find. You can 
forget about locating one of. these little 
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The. Nomad dream car led to many of the design characteristics oUhe Nomad wagons. 

bombs in the junkyard-there just aren't 
any. Even though thousands were built · 
(more station wagons than anything 
else), the Crosleys have practically van
ished. Needless to say, they are worth 
many times more today than when they 
were built. 

Although it carried a 1960 model num
ber, Ralph Nader's non-favorite car-the 
rear engined Corvair-found its roots 
during the 1950's and started production 
in 1959. The lastportionof'59alsosawthe 
introduction of several other of the first 
true compacts-Dodge's Dart, Ply
'mouth's Valiant and the Ford Falcon. 

The original Corvair will probably 
never ' attract the collector like the later 
sporty Spyders of the 1960's. But that's 
another story, and another decade. 

In 1958, former Defense Secretary 
McNamara's baby was born when one of 
the worst losers on the car market-the 
Edsel-was introduced. The car was 
designed to bridge the gap between the 
Ford and Mercury lines. The trends were 
ominous on the Edsel from the beginning 
when only 35,000 were sold during the 

RECHARGEABLE FLASHLIGHT 
Throw out those dead batteries and use 
our always ready pocket size rechargeable 
flashlight. Streamlined and handsome 
bearing a penetrating white beam plus red 
signal light, separately switchable. Simply 
recharged by plugging into AC outlet. 
Batteries cannot be overcharged. $9.95 
each . CHURCH'S, P.O. Box H, Reno, VY 
89506. Nevada residents add 3Vz% sales 
tax. 

its horse~collar shaped grill, a design, by 
the way, which became popular during 
the 60's. Maybe the Edsel was just a few 
years ahead of its time. It just didn't seem 
to fit in with the '50's design trends. 

Edsels are still available and easy to 
find parts for, as many Ford parts were 
interchangeable. An Edsel in decent 
shape today brings at least $2000 and that 
figure will probably continue to move 
upward. 

One of the most popular cars during the 
mid-century years was the Hudson. In 
1948, Hudson introduced the famous 
" stepdown" design and a high compres-

first six months. 
The distinctive feature of the Edsel was 

sion in-line engine. These low-built cars 
had coil-spring front suspension, rear 
wheels mounted inside the chassis frame 
and uni-body construction. Probably the . 
best Hudson recollection of those who 
were in their teens during the '50' s was the 
tremendous success the Hornetts had on 
the nation's stock car tracks. The power
ful five liter engine really ate 'em up. 
Hudson combined with Nash in '54 and 
the Hudson name was dropped in '57-a 
sad end for one of the more progressive 
car companies. $600-$800 will buy you a 
'50-vintage Hudson with one in mint 
condition approaching $3500. 

The last of our classics is probably the 
most unlikely to achj.eve that vaunted 
status-the Willys Jeepster. This ugly 
functional-appearing vehicle had much 
of its heritage based on the large number 
of military vehicles manufactured by 
Willys during the war. Even a convertible 
version was available. The value of these 
vehicles continues to rise, so if you come 
upon one, restoration may be well worth 
your time. 

The '50's were an era when the automo
bile was a status symbol, a sign of your 
position in life, and an extension of your 
manhood. It was a time fOT cruising, a 
time when cars had real personality. 

It's an era that is gone forever .. 
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