
Ifs All Over in South Africa 
Birrell Solos 

On Springbok 
Championship 

By Jeff Hutchinson 
PIETERMARITZBURC, So. 

Africa-It finally happened. 
The team of Jochen Mass/Gerry 
Birrell didn't win a Springbok 
race. In the series finale here, 
Dec. 17, it was Jochen Mass and 
Peter Cethin, which is sort of 
different. 

The race was halted after 
only 2 of the scheduled 3 hours 
were run when heavy rain and a 
fog-like mist reduced visibHity 
to near zero� At that stage, 
Cethin/Mass were holding a 4-
lap lead in their Chevron B23 
over the FVC-powered Chevron 
B21 of Dave Charlton/John 
Hine, the only other car still in 
contention. 

The fast March-BMW of Jody 
Scheckter had taken the pole 

Continued on page 14 
The twin works Chevron 823s of Peter Gethin (6) and Jochen Mass (S) stayed Gethin and Mass won this last of the series, while Mass and his partner Gerry 
close together for part of the rain-shortened South African Springbok race. Birrell finished sixth. (Jeff Hutchinson photos) 

LATE NE'WS 
• Ford has bought out Alejandro De Tomaso's'minority interest in
De Tomaso, Inc. and renamed the company Chia Operations, 
Production of the Pantera (and work on future Panteras) cont
inues. (See story, page 5, for details.) 
• Gordon Johncock goes NASCAR for about 15 races this season
in the Hoss Ellington, Junior Johnson-built Monte Carlo. 
• Rumors that Gillette is the SCCA's prospective CanAm sponsor· 
have been somewhat stilled by the announcement that family 
member William Gillette is 1 of the 3 principals in Western 
Racing Associates, the group that re-opens Ontario Motor Speed-
way th is week. 
• Washington International Raceway is out the window. Dr. 
Roger Fiery, who lives nearpy the proposed site, has bought the
land for development. 
• Local Indiana newspapers have reported that Chris Vallo's 
future is filled with court appearances-again. This week a 
bankruptcy suit by his .bank comes to court to be followed by
suits of the same kind by a trucking firm, a jeweler and a news
paper. 
• The Argentinian GP is back on. Stay tuned to find when it's off 
again. Time is getting short, the race is scheduled for Jan. 28, so 
pay attention. (See From The Editors page 10) 
• Top L&M brass has rejected the recommendation of its own
racing people that the company sponsor a top USA( team. 
Among those considered: AAR, Patrick Racing and A.J _ Foyt. 
• Although the Manufacturers National Bank has foreclosed on 
Michigan International Speedway, the process will take 6 months 
and the L&M race scheduled for May will definitely be held. 
Among the 6 "genuine" groups bidding ·to take over the ,track
from the bank are the ubiquitous John Creenwooil consortium 
and 1 mysterious group in the "media business" which is said to 
look "extremely strong." 
• The battl-e between constructors and organizers that has
produced the CSI edict that Formula 2, Formula 5000 and even In
dy cars might be used to fill out Formula 1 grids if the con
structors' demands are not met came as no surprise to insiders.

Continued on Page 8 

Tales 

From the 

Project Blazer gets 
going in earnest with 
a test of the stock 
version. And you 
thought you had 
troubles. Page 4 

SCCA Inaugurates Pro Rallying 
Jeeps Dominate 

The Michigan 
Sno*Drift 

By Tim Cline. 
GRAYLING, Mich. For 

years SCCA rallying has been 
the epitome of the run-for-fun 
enthusiast's event. It has main
tained its pure and simple 
philosophy in the face of 
growing professionalism, and 
expense, in club racing, which 
is its much more popular big 
brother. While the Europeans 
went bashing around the Con
tinent in their factory-backed 
Renaults and Porsches and such 

· competing for the World Rally
Championship-not to mention 
money and glory-.U.S. rall11ists
were apparently content to
stick with their welf organized,
purely amateur and largely 
unknown regional and
divisional events.

A lot of that is changing. 
This year the SCCA has 

established a professional rally 
series to include a half-dozeh or 
more high performance rallies 
of the European genre. The 
avowed purpose being to 
establish professional rallying 
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in this country as big-time 
motor sport. The club is looking 
for spon·sor participation and 
factory-backed teams. The first 
rally under the new professional 
label was held Jan. 6-7. TheSno* 
Drift, Ii ke the Press on Regar
d less and a couple of others, 
has been inexistence for years, 
and unlike their just-for-fun 
counterparts, the Sno* Drift/ 
POR type of rallies have 
been gut-busting winter runs 
with a level of skill required 
that belied their basically 
amateur status. 

If the success or failure of the 
Sno* Drift as the first pro rally 
was to determine the success or 
failure of the SCCA's latest ven
ture, it didn't. The Sno* Drift, 
even with its pro title, was really 
no different than it has been, 
which is not unexpected for the 
debut of any new idea. If it was 
to prove we have rallyists in the 
country capable of successfully 
running a high performance 

Toughest 

Road Race 

Of Them All 
The series continues 
with part 2 of the 
Great Mexican Road 
Race. Hershel McGriff 
and Oldsmobile get 
· into the record book.
Pa�e 22

event, it needn't have bothered. 
We already knew that. 

The potent AMC Jeep 
Wagoneer team proved its Pr<i!ss 
On Regardless win was no fluke 
by coming in 1-2. Erhard Dahm 
and co-driver John Campbell 
drove to a 2 and a half minute 
victory over teammatf!S (and 
POR winners) Gene Henderson 
and Ken Pogue. The big Jeeps, 
with -their automatic trans
missions, full-time 4-wheel 
drive and a million studs in 
each tire, ran 1-2 almost from 
the opening gun. 

Thirty-eight teams set out in 
tempe'ratures falling to 35 
below zero; the entire course 
was a thick sheet of ice. 

The SCCA's avowed purpose 
for the pro series is to 
"maximize the driver's ability" 
and Sno* Drift 8 certainly did 
that. The special stages that 
were run flat-out were like 
toboggan runs: 6 feet wide, 

Continued on page 13 

TRIUMPH COMPETITON 

SUPPORT PROGRAM 
TR-6 CP $200 $100 $50 
TR-250/TR-5 CP 100 50 
GT·6 Mk 3 OP 200 100 50 
GT·6, GT-6•, TR·4 OP 100 50 
TR·2 & TR·3 EP 100 50 
Spitfire Mk 4 FP 200. 100 50 
Spitfire Mk 3 FP 100 50 
Spitfire Mk l & 2 GP 50 

(National Races Only) 
Divisional winner will receive a $200 bonus. 
Those qualified and attending ARRC will 
receive tow money on mileage basis similar to 
SCCA program. 

East of Mississippi: 
Mike B arratt 

Bristish Leyland Competition Dept. 
600 Willow Tree Road 

Leonia, New Jersey 07605 
West of Mississippi 

Jim Coan 
British Leyland Competition Dept. 

P.O. Box 1557 
Garden a, California 90249 



Jeeps Sweep 

First Pro Rally 
Continued from pa�e 1 

bounded by snow drifts 6 to 10 
feet dee·p. If a driver stuffed it, 
he was a long time getting out. 
Even the service crews had 
trouble; one crew took 8 hoJrs 
to get unstuck. 

The course .wound through 
several Michigan state -forests, 
east of I 75 and north of U.S. 10. 
There were 25 special stages 
and 400 miles of r.ally during the 
14-hour event. Some muted
grumbling about the SCCA's
sanctioning fee was heard, but,
in general, everybody seemed
quite pleased with the rally.

The Jeep Wagoneers, entered 
by Competition Ltd., showed up 
with 2 cars, 3 service vehicles 
and a 5-man PR team. While 
AMC has taken a real interest in 
the efforts of th is team, the 
Jeeps are prfvate entries and get 
no actual factory support. They 
ran the Sno* Drift on their win
nings from the POR. AMC does 
offer contingency money for 
Jeep victories in off-road 
racing, but no one seems to 
know if that includes per-
formance ra II ies. 

George Masson is the driving 
force behind the Jeep effort 
and, if he has his way, there will 
be an international Jeep effort 
in the near future. One rumor 
has Graham Hill driving one of 
the big machines. That must 
have been the reason for the 5-
m an film crew out in the woods. 

So completely did the Jeeps 
dominate the rally, that only 
Scott Harvey and Tom King, in 
their Dodge Colt, were able to 
get within 10 minutes of the 
winners. 

Thus far, no manufacturers 
have officially entered the pro 
series, but, like AMC, others are 
unofficially involved including 
Chrysler, with the Samida 
Racing Dodge Colt and Subaru, 
with the Dart Performance 
Subaru CL Coupes. Noticeable 
by their absence were the 
pacesetter 240Z Datsuns. 

Before anyone decides SCCA 
pro rallying is the wave of ·the 
future, there are a few points to 
be considered. First of all, 35 of 
the 38 teams entered in the 
Sno* Drift were from either 
Michigan or Ohio, 2 states · 

which offer more than a dozen 
performance rallies each year. 
Consequently, the sport is well
established in that part of the 
country. 

Sno* Dirft is the oldest per
formance rally in the United 
States and is brou·ght to you by 
the same folks who gave you 
POR, the Ralligators and the 
Detroit region of the SCCA. 
These 2 clubs run several rallies 
each year over the very same 
roads used by .Sno• Drift and 
the organizers keep a tight rein 
over the event: they even limit 
noise output of cars to 90 
decibles. 

Sno* Drift was not much of a 
test of the pro rally concept. 
The rally would have been a 
success with or without 
national sanctioning. The real 
test wi II come when some of the 
less experienced clubs hold 
their events. It remains to be 
seen whether or not they can do 
it, or if there are enough teams 
in Florida, Texas, Washington or 
California to provide entrants 
for a pro series rally. 

It costs $800 to $1500 just to 
get a car ready for this type of 
event, and while your wife may 
put up with rallying or 
autocrossing, she may take a 
dim view of your installing a roll 
bar in her econo sedan to enter 
a pro rally. 

There are some other 
problems that this fledgling 
series is going to have to face. 
The most obvious is the 
question of 4-wheel drive vs. 2-
wheel drive. If the Jeeps keep 
winning, there are bound to be 
the same kinds of arguments we 
heard about the 2.5 TransAm. 

But Jeep isn't the only 4-
wheel drive vehicle around. 
What about Bronco and Scout 
and Landrover and Toyota .. 
and did I even hear somebody 
say Blazer? 
SNO" DRIFT VIII, SCCA PRO SERIES RALLY, 

GRAYLING TO MIDLAND, MICH., DETROIT 
REGION, JAN. 6-7. 

FINISHERS: 1 • Erhard O;iihm/lohn C,1,mpbell, Com
pelition Ltd. Jeep W.iKoneer, 9135 pen;iilly points. 
$150; 2 • Gene Henderson/Ken Poaue, Compelilion 
ltd. Jeep Wagoneer, 9165, $75; J.Scott Huvey/Tom 
King, Dodge Colt, 9352, $SO; 4-Bob Hourihan/Wayne 
Zitlcus, Mothers Motors Oalsun 510, 10,459; S -
W,1,yne Forbush/Lury Brown, Dul Peform;iince 
Subuu, 10,627; 6 - John Smisllol/Carol Smiskol, Dill· 
sun 510, 11,025; 7 · Jim W;iillter/Teny P•lmer, Volvo 
1425, 11,088; 8 - Tom S;iimidil/Bri.11n Fo.11, S1mid• 
Ruing Dodge Colt, 11,308; 9 • Rich line/Gene 

TIRE Specialist for ALL Sports & Imports 

-·

DISCOUNTS IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

All POPULAR RADIAL 

PERFORMANCE TIRES 

BIAS BELTED 

What tire? What pressure? For 
what car? At what speeds? At 
what track? Write for FREE 
competition counseling. Call 
collect on firm orders. No cost 
or obligation. 

12190 GRAND RIVER, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48204; 1313) 834-3880 
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Albright Jr., Ford Cort in•. 11,444; 10 - Kenton OeMot
te/Bob Newl1nd, D1tsun 510, 11,499; 11 - Dile 
McAlister/Dr. Joseph leBuu, Out Perfo,m1nce 
Subuu, 11,538; U - Richud Beers/Guy H1ys, 
CheYro�t CorY1ir, 11,580; 13 · J1me1 H•le/Keith 
Angell, D1tsun 510, 11,710; 14 · fdwud Hill/lewis 
Fine, Out Performuce Subuu, 12,029; 15 • hie 
Jones/George Bittner, D1tsun S10, 12,444; 16 • 
George Gibbs/Al Melroy, D•tsun 510, 12,537; 17 • 

Rod N1tho/Bii1 Br•und, Plymouth V1li1nl, 12,574; 18 
- Buck Huper/Jid: Al•n Weese, D•tsun S10, 12,638; 
19. John Ch1lmers/8ill Pot Yin, D•tsun S10, 12,960; 20 
. Peter Lei,undowski/Guy C�ristensen, Cheyrolet 
Veg1, 13,213; 21 · Bill Dodd/Rudy kren, ford Cortin1, 
13,442; 22 . Terry Ayers/W1yne Kohler, CheYrolet 
CorYiir, 14,214; 23 - Jerry Don1hue/Dennis 
hqu1gli1, CheYrolet Bluer, 15,596; 24 · R1lph 
Stur/Rich1rd Bullock, D1tsun S10, 15,630. 

CROWER�-
w .,

916 horsepower Chevrolet successfully 
completes 300 mile test at Onatrio 

Crower Cl;cle Track Equip. is the result of extensive test and 
development work for major race car builders. Hundreds of hours 

of dyno time with Chevs, Fords, Dodges and Ford cammers under the 
direction of Bruce Crower has resulted in equipment that really 

works! Special cams & Kits are available for all popular engines 
now in use on oval tracks around the country. Crower Injectors 
are turning up in the winner's circle everywhere. The new 

Cro\verglide clutch for oval track racing has to be seen to be 
believed! There's a special hot line for complete tech info to keep you 

up to date. Just call 714/422-1191. Send a dollar today and get 
the complete Crower catalog. 

� 3333 Mein St., Chula Viste, _cant. 92011 ph. 714/422-1191 -- -
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