
14 AutoWeek October 24, 1983 Jon F. Thompson photos 

By Jon F. Thompson 
Georgetown, Calif. , is a tiny, one

street community marked mostly by 
its pioneer-era buildings. It's a 
former Gold Rush town , now kept 
alive in part by logging, and its 
buildings are still fronted by 100-
year-old steel fire doors. 

Fires were common in the old 
days. That 's why most of the old 
buildings still left are built of brick 
and stone instead of wood. Those 
early residents finally caught on that 
wood burns, stone doesn't. 

But the old town still catches fire 
once a year. That's when the 
Jeeper's Jamboree comes to town. 

It's not often you have the 
opportunity to use every ounce of 
performance engineered into your 
motor vehicle. That opportunity is 
too rare. When seized at an 
indiScreet moment, it can result in 
meetings with 'judges, attorneys, 
policemen, even medical people. The 
Jamboree lets participants do what 
is denied most of the rest of us-
find out what your ride can really do. 

Those rides are, of course, Jeeps 
-in combination with the occasional 
Range Rover and Land Cruiser. 
Blazer and Bronco drivers need not 
apply. The smaller vehicles are the 
rides of choice up here in the high 
country. That's because the trails 
are so narrow and tightly woven. The 
rock escarpments over which they 
thread are strewn with toothy, hungry 
rocks that take large bites from the 
sheet metal of vehicles forced over 
them by intemperate drivers. So 
smaller is better. 

All of which makes this' count~y in 
general-and the Rubicon Trail in 
particular-the rdeal venue for the 
Jeeper's Jamboree. Which is not to 
be confused with Disneyland's 
Country Bear Jamboree, or with the 
Midnight Jamboree country music 
show broadcast out of Nashville. 
This Jamboree requires the proper 
instruments, right enough, but these 
instruments are built in Kenosha, 
Wis., a.t the Jeep factory, not at the 
factories of Disney, C.F. Martin or 
Gibson. 

The Jamboree has become one of 
motoring's true classic events, 
attended by off-roaders from all over 
the globe. It is to off-roading what 
Indy is to racing. An opportunity to 
participate in the Jamboree is 
roughly as desirable among the 
Jeeping crowd as a press pass in 
Indianapolis in May. That's because 
th~ trip is, in a word, a bitch. It 
takes three days to do, and runs for 
60 miles. The countryside is some of 
the most gorgeous the Sierra has to 
offer. And the trail-well, that's been 
called the toughest Jeep trail in 
America. That may be putting things 
a bit strongly, but it's plenty tough. 

That very fact is one of the reasons 
it's so popular. There are two trips 
each year, one weekend apart, one 
for 400 Jeeps, one for 100. So many 
d ri vers apply that a lottery is used to 
determine who gets to go on the 
Jamboree and who doesn't. 

More than just a little, the 
Jamboree is a three-day, 60-mile
long party. It's a fine way to visit 

At the Jeeper's Jamboree, it's rock 
around the clock, whether you're 
driving or diving, creeping or sleep· 
ing. 



Lake Tahoe, where the trail ends. 
For those who make it that far. 

We grind into Georgetown on a 
Thursday afternoon to find the _party 
already in full swing. Platoons of 
Jeeps are lined up six across on the 
100-foot-wide (the better to keep 
flames from leaping across) main 
street. There are supposed to be no 
more than 100 Jeeps on this trip but 
it looks like more than that here now, 
with more to come. Plenty more. And 
it's still early. 

But not too early. The sun is over 
the transfer case shifter, and the 
Jeepers' are in full slosh. They're a 
special bre-ed, off-roaders. They 
don't really fit into the profite of any 
other group, either. They come from 
all walks of life-professional and 

an inch of its little four-wheel-drive 
life. Got to be very comforting 
indeed to the aftermarket manufac
turers. These people are the 
quintessential Americans: 
Consumers. 

As the fun-and the evening
wear on , they spread their sleeping 
bags on the pavement around their 
rigs. It becomes apparent that 
they're something else: Gluttons for 
punishment. The trip hasn't even 
started and they're already camping 
out, camping on: a paved street 
smack in the middle of this rowdy 
all-night bash. We retire to our 
accommodations in the creaking, 
ancient Georgetown Hotel. 
Immediately, we become possessed 
of the belief that those in the street 
have the better part of the deal. The 

In downtown Georgetown, the calm before the swarm. 

blue collar, high-dollar and low
income. Many of them do seem to 
have some values and traits in 
common. A love of the outdoors, for 
instance, as long as it doesn't have 
to be tackled on foot. A fondness for 
listening to Hank Williams Jr., 
Alabama and Waylon Jennings at 
full wattage over the killer stereos 
mounted in their Jeeps. A love of 
good-old American-style basic 
clothing. Not a pair of Gucci loafers 
in this crowd, no Calvin Klein jeans, 
not a silk blouse in sight. 

It's almost a case of anti-chic, 
premeditated cultural troglodyism, a 
bristling reaction to the expense and 
sophistication-even feminization
of modern culture as represented by 
sleekly fitted designer jeans, gin 
fizzes, and soft music as delivered 
by the likes of Air Supply. So it's 
cowboy boots, faded jeans and 
Western shirts, many Of the latter 
straining as bellies attempt to put 
laps on belt buckles. 

Nope, not much loot spent on 
Calvins or Guccis in this bunch. 
What these folks spend their bread 
on include Tony Lamas and Lees. 
And maybe most important, their 
Jeeps. We search for a stocker. 
Gatta be at least one parked here on 
Ma-iri Street. But there is not one to 
be found. Each one is big-tired, 
chassis-lifted, roll-barred , stereoed, 
multi-shocked, multi-lighted, or a 
combination of the above, to within 

din reverberating up through this old 
building's bones from the party in 
the bar downstairs would disturb the 
sleep of an Egyptian mummy. 

But yo'u don't come on the 
Jamboree to sleep. You come to 
crawl rock. But first you've got to 
find the rock. DOing so occupies 
approximately an hour and a half of 
driving the next morning, after 
wolfing down the first of the 
Jamboree meals-pancakes, 
scrambled eggs and sausage that . 
would do the army, or maybe the 
San Bernardino County Jail, proud. 
That first 90 minutes carries you 42 
miles to Wentworth Springs and can 
roughly be correlated to the warmup 
lap of a motor race: It signals that 
you're very close to your reason for 
being here in this place at this time. 

This first leg of the trip is done 
mostly on paved roads, with a few 
dusty but graded logging roads 
thrown in 'for good measure. Nothing 
at all challenging. Except maybe 
keeping warm, as it's cold up here 
in the high country, even in August, 
at this time of the morning. My 
companion and I of course have re
moved my Jeep's fabric top and its 
doors. Once we arrive in Wentworth 
Springs, an authentic old Sierra 
ghost, we'll rig ourselves for True 
Jeeping: We'll fold the windshield 
down onto the hood, lock in the 
front axle hubs and stir about in the 

Continued on Page 16 

For Import cara/mlnl-trucks. Send for 
catalog today. '2.00 cove,. postage & 
handling. 
NAME _____________________________ ~ ____ _____ 

ADDRESS _________________________ ...:....-____ _____ 

CITY ________________________________ ~~ ____ _ 

STATE ______________ ZIP~ ___ _ 

MAKE OF VEHICLE YEAR __ _ 

I am interested in: 
Custom: .0 Exterior 0 Interior 

Performance: 0 Exhaust 0 Engine 
OSuspension . 

distributorships available . 
DEE ENGINEERING, INC. I 13MO Cadillac Av •. , Dept1101 • Costa ..... , CA82-828 

L (714) 87HHO Telex: 883-304 .J -------------

,CHOOSE 
YOUR 

CLASSROOM-
Sebring 

Lime Rock 
Road America 

Mid-Ohio 
Savannah 

Pocono 
Palm Beach 

Hallett 

Only the Skip Barber Racing School 
offers competition courses on these 
top circuits. 

You'll learn how to drive a Cross Ie , 
Formula Ford right at the limit, And 
you'll learn the "Mark Donohue method" 
under the supervision of Skip and the 
staff. 

CURRENT LICENSE HOLOERS
Give yourself that winning edge, 
Our special advanced school will 
help you fine tune your skills to 
pick up those valuable "tenths" 
that make the difference between 
winning and losing. The cost: 
Less than an engine rebuild. 

For school dates and a free color 
brochure, call or write us today. 

Route 7, Building C 
Canaan, CT 06018 • (203) 824-0771 
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American car facts 
The early Dodge automobiles 

were favorites among the mili
tary. General John "Black Jack" 
Pershing first used a Dodge in 
his Mexican campaign of 1916. 
When the U.S. entered World 
War I, the Dodge found its way 
to France as a staff car. 

FREE 
CORVETTE 
CATALOG 

Mid America offers the most complete grouping of 
parts & accessories, interiors, sportswear, books 
and more! Many exclusive & hard to find Corvette 
specialty selections. Over 2,000 items in -the 
latest Mid America Corvette Catalog! 

~---------------~ I . FOIl YGUII copy, SBID CCMJIOII 011 CAll: - 1 
,217·347·5591, 

CONVERTIBLE TOPS 
IMPORTS ONLY 

Massive Stock - Super Ouality 
'150~ Most 

Also available with Zip-Out Window 
'20~ Extra . ' 

CAll 904-269-0308 

EUROPEAN CAR PARTS 

I I 
'1 NAME 1 
I ADDRESS I 
t I 
I~ I 
I I 
I STATE ZIP I 
I IE AMERICA CORVETTE -SUPPLES I 
I BOX 1361 DEPT. Rl0X I 
~-~~~~~~~------~ 

alJtolook AUTO ACCESSORIES 
AUTO SPORTS EGUIPMENT 

WORLD'S NEWEST! DRIVER'S STEREO SPEAKER . ' 

ECCENTRIC DESIGN.' HIGH QUALITY .' 
WORLD'S NEWEST SEAT MOUNT STEREO SPEAKER SYSTEM 

Designed for driving listeners to give more lively sound 
without being disturbed by noise of engine or gale. 
Speakers located beside your eafS will give you perfect 
sound. Mounting is so simple that you can do it yourself. 
Now on special sale and aV!'lilable at special price. 
Write for special price and free catalog for AUTOLOOK 
DRIVER'S STEREe SPEAKERS. 
FADER CONTROLLER attached. 
Balances volume of an existing speakers and AUTOLOOK 
speakers. 

Suggested Retail. 

Soft Vinyl 
3 Colors 
FP10B Black. 
FP10S Silver. 
FP10G Gold, 

4"X 1ST 
(4.4sQ. ft.) 

Self-adhesive 

$16 95 

+ $2.00 (shipping) each 

BRAN-NEW! PILLOW BOOT (HEAD REST SUPPORT) 

• PATTERN BADGE 

51 95 +$1.00 
(shipping) 

Soft Vinyl 
PB-l 

for double stay 
5 Colors 

Pear I White Brown 
Black Orange-Red 
Sky Blue 

PB-2 
for single stay 
Black only 

$ 14(~~r 2 seats) 
+ $2.00 (shipping) each 

It 
SK-2 SK-3 Sk-4 SK-5 SK-7 SK-8 SK-9 

KNOB Soft vinyl. black only Self-thr.eading sleeve inside S9 95 + $1.00 
(shipping) 

Make your 
own shift 
pattern with 
appended 
numbers SLB-1 

LEVER BOOT Soft vinyl. black only 
2 styles-upright(SLB-1). inclined (SLB-2) 

Size Chart of KNOB 
Your size Order No . 
5/16-21/64 08 
3/8 -27/64 10 
29/64-9/16 12 

SLB-2 

S1295 +$1.00 
(shipping) 

1015 S. Pacific Coast Hwy., Redondo Beach, CA 90277 

TO ORIIR: Send the followings to AUTOLOOK CO.,LTD. P.O.BOX 7000-859, REDONDO BEACH, CA., 90277 
(A) Your Name and complete Address with (G) Payment by Money Order or by Check for 
Zip Code. (B) Phone No. (C) Year and the Total Amount. (H) Credit Card buyers 
Model of your Car. (D) Ordering Item Nos. are requested to state Card Name, Card No., 
& Quantities. (E) If you are California I I·"ji···, I and Expiration date. Signature also requested 
residents, add 6-1/2% Sales Tax. (F) Add Mail to the above or Call (213) 316 ~ 4679 
each Shipping Charges for your orders. 10 TO 6 
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Jeeper's Jamboree: 
Everything is 
taken for granite 
Continued from Page 15 

transfer case in hopes' of dredging up 
low range. Definitely going to need 
low range. Because just past the 
crumbling, sun-bleached, silver-gray , 
bones of the remains of Wentworth 
Springs' wooden cabin,s the trail 
does what Wentworth Springs is 
doing: It fades away. 

The trail from here to Tahoe used 
to be a good on,e. Once there was a 
hotel at Rubicon Springs, our 
campsite for the next two nights. 
Horse-drawn stage coaches made 
this trip. Later, elegant high-wheeled 
cars made It, too. Bef.ore World War 
II the road was maintained by a 
county road crew. But the demands 
of stamping out the Nazis presented 
rather more pressing requirements 
for America's manpower. The old 
Rubicon Trail could wait. It's been 
waiting ever since. One of the things 
it waits for is the Jeeper's Jamboree, 
which has caravanned over its 
impossible surfaces for 31 straight 
years now. 

Immediately out of Wentworth 
Springs, we find trouble. An 
excessively enthusiastic participant 
has missed a turn and blundered 
into a mud hole. Can you imagine 
what sort of mud holes you can find 
in a place where 30 feet of snow has 
just melted? We let him handle the 
'hookup, then jerk him out with our 
Jeep. Soon we rejoin the ducks-in-a
row lineup of Jeeps bypassing us
to find that not much farther on the 
trail just vanishes. Turns to rock. 

All in all it's terrain well suited to 
Sherpas. To The National Geographic. 
To frostbite. To Bigfoot. But suited 
best of all, it would prove, to Jeeps. 
Close inspection reveals that there 
is indeed a trail snaking lazily, 
diagonally, up the rock face. It's 
narrow, steep and studded with 
sharp rocks just waiting to rip out a 
fuel tank. 

You're not supposed to be able to 
drive over surfaces like this. And 
you're certainly not supposed to be 
willing to, at least not in your own 
vehicle. A wrong move will put you 
over the side, or on your head. But 
the risk is part of the joy. And you're 
not alone in your peril. The Jamboree 
is so cunningly organized that its 
operators have on hand a full 
contingent of mechanics and spare 
parts, even out here in the 
wilderness. 

Unless you incur some truly 
bizarre breakage, they can get you 
running again-at least as far as 
camp at Rubicon Springs, where a 
garage facility, complete with welder, 
has been hauled in. Jamboree 
honcho Mark Smith keeps an eye on 
things on the trail from his rented 
Bell Jet Ranger. When progress 
stops and a hood comes up, Smith 
swoops down to arrange a fix. 

The trail snakes upward over 
glacially polished expanses of 
granite the size of football fields, 
through piney groves, and past 
jewel-like lakes. The scenery is 
incredible and the warm sun 
exhilarating; we've stripped down to 
shorts and brief tops by now, 
enjoying the slow pace .. Up here 
away from the paranoid hassles of 
big-city life, you remember how to 
laugh ag·ain. 

There's plenty to see and lots of 
time to see it, because the Jamboree 
is anything but a race. The challenge, 
in fact, is to go slowly enough, and I 
begin to realize that with the 3.31 
gearsets in my Jeep's axles, we're 
geared ' a shade long. One guy 1-
talked to said he had 6.40 gears in 
his Jeep's axles. Couple that to the 
2:1 reduction you get'when you shift 
your Jeep's transfer case into low 
range, and you begin getting the 
idea what a set of truly low gears is 
all about. 

The thing is, you don't merely 
need to go slowly. You need to go 
very slowly indeed, yet balancing 
that slowness with just the right 
amount of momentum to carry you 
up and over rocks a couple of feet 
high. Go too slowly and you don't 
make it. Go too quickly and you risk 
impaling your Jeep on Sierra granite. 
All this is compounded by the fact 
that the really skilled drivers put 
their Jeeps' wheels over the worst 
obstacles instead of trying to 
straddle them, using the limited 
deflection built into the suspension 
systems to cope with irregularities 
in the driving surface. They'd rather 
do this than risk becoming hung up 
by a skid plate of a frame cross 
member. 

It all takes much more driving skill 
. than you might be willing to believe. 

It requires smoothness, consistency, 



Jon F. Thompson photos 

concentration, a seat-of-the-pants 
feel for what your chassis is doing, 
and the ability to search out a line 
quite a distance in front of your 
vehicle's position. So there's a 
definite correlation between rock
crawling and going rapidly on a road 
course. If you bldw it, lose 
concentration, make a mistake, you 
crash. 

I learn this to my everlasting 
dismay-and to the hilarity of my 
companions-as I concentrate, 
excessively so, on a large rock I'm 
trying to skirt with my left front tire. 
While I'm watching that I forget 
about the rear tires. They slide down 
the two-foot-ta" stone stair-step over 
which I'd just negotiated the front 
axle. We land with a WHOOMP! 

A hasty inspection reveals that my 
Jeep's 20-gallon gas tank has been 
compressed-downsized, if you wi" 
-into a compact model, maybe 18 
gallons, even though it's sheathed by 
a sturdy metal skid plate. And the 
right rear corner of the Jeep's sheet 
metal bears the tooth marks of 
Rubicon rock. Ah, we" , souvenirs. 
There was one benefit, however. The 
jar inside the Jeep was so severe 
that my companion was bounced 
right out of her tube top. 

My companion is still readjusting 
her tube top and the laughter from 
onlookers has just died down when 
the t ra il turns smooth under the 

cover of tall pines and heavy brush. 
We round a corner to find a Jeepload 
of smiling people resting in the 
middle of the trail, looking over their 
shoulders at us. As we roll to a stop 
we hear angry roars from both sides 
of the dense growth on both sides of 
our Jeep. A monster charges out of 
the forest on our left. It's walking on 
its hind legs, it 's coming after us 
with claws bared, and the sun glints 
off a terrible set of fangs. Even as 
realization dawns and I start 
laughing, I turn in time to see the 
horrified look on my companion's 
face as a similarly dreadful furry 
monster roars and reaches for her. 
It's the dreaded Sierra Gorillas. It's 
got to be very warm indeed inside 
those monkey suits but the effect 
certainly is worth the trouble. 

Things are getting serious now. 

P6 
185/60HR13 - $ 74 
205/ 60H R 13 $ 92 
225/ 60 VR13 - $125 
235/ 60 VR 13 $135 
185/ 60HR14 $ 85 
185/ 65HR14 - $ 89 
195/ 60HR14 $ 88 
205/ 60HR14 $119 
225/ 60HR14 $124 
195/ 60H R 1 5 $.101 
205/ 60HR15 $114 
2 15/60HR15 - $132 
2 15/ 60VR15 $144 
235/ 55 VR15 - $169 
235/ 60VR15 - $185 

P3 
40,000 mile 

limited warranty 
155SR12 $ 37 
145SR13 $ 34 
155SR13 $ 41 
165SR13 $ 43 
175SR13 $ 46 
165SR14 $ 47 
175SR14 $ 48 
185SR14 $ 52 
155SR15 $ 44 
165SR15 $ 49 
165/70SR13 - $ 44 
175/70SR1 3 - $ 39 
185/70SR13 - $ 44 
175/ 70SR 14tt - $ 48 
185/ 70SR 14 $ 56 
195/70SR 14 $ 61 
185/70SR1 5 - $ 61 

165HR13 - $ 59 
175/70HR15 - $ 70 
185/70VR15 - $ 99 
215/60VR15 - $110 
FR78x14 $ 99 

P7 
*175/ 50VR13 
*195/ 55VR13 -
~205/55VR 1 4 

• 225/ 55VR14 
195/ 50VR 15 -
205/ 50VR15 
225/ 50VR15 

* 255/ 60VR 15 

$ 83 
$ 99 
$174 
$177 
$124 
$168 
$191 
$219 
$229 
$242 
$235 

* 275/ 55VR15 
285/ 50VR15 
285/40VR15 
345/ 35VR 15 
205/ 55VR16 
225/50VR16 
265/ 50VR16 

- $264 
$194 
$207 
$235 

~ ~ .. 
P5 
185/70HR13 - $ 74 
185/ 70HR14 - $ 83 
195/70HR14 - $ 78 
205/ 70HR14 - $109 
205/ 70 VR 15 - $145 
215/ 70VR1,5 - $155 

-P7 7· 40,000 mile 
limited warranty 

Blackwall 
195/ 70HR14 - $ 73 
205/70HR14 - $ 75 
225/ 70HR15 - $ 89 

~ 
P8 1i':~~~O~a';ri!~ty 
175/ 65SR1 3 - $ 64 
185/ 65SR13 - $ 65 
165/65SR14 - $ 60 
175/ 65SR14 - $ 63 
185/65SR 14 - $ 66 
205/65SR 14 - $ 73 
185/65SR1 5 - $ 74 

y, .. e$tone 
European 

S6 Manufactured by 
Firestone in Europe, 
the S660 is orig inal 
equ ipment on some 
of Eu rope's f il"'est 
high-performance 
luxury cars. 

185/60HR13 $ 59 
185/60HA1 4 $ 67 
195/60HR1 4 $ 69 
215/60HA 14 $ 83 
195/60HR15 $ 77 
205/60HR15 $ 79 

We 're encountering the green jump 
suits and white cowboy hats of the 
Jamboree trail guides more 
frequently. We find one at a fork in 
the trail and he asks, "Easy or hard?" 

What are we, wimps? We tell him 
that if we'd wanted it easy we'd have 
stayed in Los Angeles. So he sends 
us into the Little Sluice Box .. The 
Sluice Box is famous in Jeeping lore. 
Usually when folks talk about the 
Sluice they're talking about the big 
one, the last great obstacle to be 
negotiated before dropping into the 
Rubicon Springs camping area. The 
Little Sluice is just a warmup, but a 
sharp, nasty, challenging little 
warmup it is. 

A sluice box was a tool used by 
gold miners, a three-sided trough 
with logs, wooden blocks or rails 
arranged in its ~ottom to trap the 

Our prices include F.E.T. 

wi~n ~e~!~Pe~~I~.~: 
GOOD}"YE4R . 
All Weather 

H R Speed Rated 
"The extra margin 

otsClfety" 

155HH13 - $ 42 
165HR 13 - $ 48 
175/ 70HR 13 - $ 55 
185/ 70HR13 - $ 59 
185/ 70HR14 - $ 63 

GOOD:IYEAR European 
, NeT 

"Goodyear's ultimate European 
performance and handling tire" 

Fulda 

185/ 60HR13 -
205/60HR13 -
205/ 60 VR 1 3 -
185/ 60HR 14 
185/65HR14 -
195/ 60HR14 -
195/ 60 VR14 
205/ 60H A 14 -
205/60 VA 1 4 -
195/ 50HR15 
195/ 50 VR15 -
205160HR15 
205/ 60 VR15 
235/60HR15 
205/ 55 VR16 
225/50 VR16 -

Y2000 

$ 69 
$ 95 
$109 
$ 85 
$ 86 
$ 84 
$119 
$121 
$129 
$ 94 
$ 94 
$112 
$126 
$149 
$170 
$180 

"Technology perfected in Germany" 

185/ 60HR13 $ 73 
205/ 60HR1 3 $ 77 
205/ 60 VR 13 $ 89 

ffili1~~ 185/ 60HR14 - $ 76. 
'J~J:"IR:Y_1195/60HR14 - $ 87 

205/ 60HR14 $ ,94. 
---1~.:::j[ -4195/50VR15 ~ Call 

225/ 50 VR 15 - $129 
205/60H R 1 5 $ 98 
205/ 60 VR 1 5 - $ 11 0 
205/ 55 VR 16 - $154 
225/50 VR 16 $164 

Phoenix 3011 Closeout 
- Supply is Limited -

185/60HR13 - $ 62 
185/60VR13 - $ 85 
185/70HR13 - $109 
205/60HR13 - $ 76 
205/60 VR13 . $ 79 
185/60HR14 - $ 71 

195/60HR14 $ 79 
195/ 60VR14 - $ 89 
195/70VR14 - $ 89 
205/70 VR14 - $129 
195/50HR15 - $ 93 

OVERSTOCK SPECIALS 
Continental CS41 

(blem) 
195/60HR14 - $ 56 

Semprit Hi-Speed 
(Phoenix 3011 design) 
175/70HR13 - $ 55 
185/70HR1411 - $ 45 

Pirelli P6 DA (Blem) 

185/ 60HR14 - $ 69 
195/60HR14 - $ 74 
195/60VR14 - $ 79 
225/60HR14 - $109 
2 15/60VR1 5 - $109 

heavy gold. Sand was shoveled in, 
water run through the sluice and, 
with luck, gold -dust and nuggets 
retrieved from the slu ice 's bottom. 
Imagine a sluice box composed of 
granite, not quite straight, maybe 75 
feet long, barely wide enough for a 
Jeep, a furious tumble of sharply 
broken rocks and you get the 
picture. Shake it and Jeep parts, not 
gold, fall out. . 

We get through with a minimum of 
drama. I'm riding the brake with my 
left foot to keep the revs at no more 
than 400 or so, and riding the 
throttle with my right foot to give the 
engine just a little shot of fuel when 
we need a bit of momentum. And I'm 
hanging on for dear life. We get 
through with nothing more than the 
fingernails-on-the-blackboard sound -

Continued on Page 1 B-

is the key to the advanced technological 
properties of MSW alloy wheels. What benefits 
do you get from aluminum plus strontium? 
Simply, light weight and dependability. 
Manufactured by OE wheel supplier to 
Lamborghin i, VW and Toyota, MSW wheels are 
made to auto manufacturers' specifications. 
Available for most imports in OE, "plus-one" 
and "plus-two" sizes. Colors include silver, gold 
with silver rim, and anthracite with silver rim. 
MSW wheels are protected with a double 
application of durable fin ish coating.· 
*Two year manufacturer's warranty on finish. 

MSWType 1 
S, G/S, A/S 
13x6 $79 15x7 $135 
16x7 $15516x8 $165 
BMW, Mercedes, 
Porsche 

RIAL N-BMW320i 
Datsun, -13x6 S 
orG/S .. . ......... $69 
15x6+ 2 S ....... $109 
15x6+ 2 G/S . . ... $119 
15x7+2S,G/S ... $119 

MSWType2 
WJ-Audi, Honda · S, 
G/S, A/ S 
14x6+1 .......... $89 

MSWType4 
Alpina Style-BMW 320i 
13x6 ...... . . . .. . .. $75 
14x6+1 .......... . $79 

ARC 
WJ-Audi . 13x6 
GOld ..... • ...... $69 

We stock many more fine aluminum 
alloy wheels - Call for info. and prices 

I£I#EJ ® ~NIiEI ~ 
(J.g Ij m r:aL 

Packages Available 
-Call for Prices-

Comp TA - Michelin -
Uniroyal Yokohama 
. -Call for Prices-

MATH IS MARKETI NG OtherDistri~u~~rsBERMANIA 
4328.Rider Tralle Earth City, MO 63045 B3 1475 E. Hennetta Rd . • Rochester, NY 14623 

~ TOLL FREE - 1-800-828-2340 
- ORDER TOLL FREE - ~I In Ne w York · 1·716,4 24-74 18 

1-800-325-0610 ~ M&WMarketingofMinn. 
IN MISSOURI CALL 31 4 · 291 · 2365 VISA· 4562 McColl Dr . • Savage. MN 55378 

. _ TOLL FREE 1-800-328-2045 
Visa, Master Card • Allow 3 weeks for personal checks • Dealer programs available • Prices subject to change without notice In M innesota · 1-800·752-3529 
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D Lifetime corrosion guarantee. 
D Approved for both road and 

competition. 
D 12 al/ NEW Compomotive styles in 

stock in assorted finishes. 
D Any size and offset available in cast 

and two or three piece modular. 
D Priced from $144.20 each delivered 

complete with lugs, corrosion proof 
coating, chrome valve stem, center 
cap and assembled. 

D Call or write for 1984 catalog and 
specific make application guide. 
Include name, address, make, 
model, year plus $3.00 or Visa, MIC 
American Express. ' 

1-800/621-8408 
(IL 1-312/282-9111) 

AMREV INC. 
5170 Northwest Hwy. 

Chic IL 60630 

IT'S WORTH 
A WALK 
TO YOUR 
MAILBOX. 
Use the handy card in 
this issue to subscribe 
to AutoWeek and you'll 
pay just $23 for 52 
weekly issues, the 
basic rate. 

You save a big $42 
off the single-copy 
price. Thafs 64%. Isn't 
that worth the tri p? 
AutoWeek is certainly 
worth the price. 

AufaMeIr~ 
Circulation Department 
740 Rush Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

American Statements of excellence in thoughtful design and hand 
craftsmanship, and gain~ng well deserved recognition as the finest 
?onversion.s available. How long has it been since you were personally 
Involved with an Automobile? 

Serial Numbered, Limited Production, Fully Equipped Z-28s and 
Trans/Ams, Power Operated Canvas Top, Full Velour Liner, Perform
ance Suspension Packages, Alloy Wheels, Comp T/A Tires, and ... 

Excitement. We Encourage Comparison. 

Experience these Remarkable Automobiles at the following National Distributors. 

Exotic Cars 
200 South Federal 
Pompano Bch .. FL 32061 
305/942-5588 

Hustedt Chevrolet 
1815 Middle Country Rd . 
P.O. Box 56 
Centereach . NY 11720 
516/585-2700 

Lake Fonist Sportscars 
780 N. Western Ave. 
Lake Forest. IL 60045 
312/295-6560 
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McNamara Pontiac 
1010 W. Colonial Dr. 
Orlando. FL 32802 
305/849-0610 

Roger Holler Chevrolet 
860 Fairbanks Ave. 
Winter Park. Fl 32789 
305/645-1234 

John Greenwood 305/ 830-9152 

The slow road to Tahoe 
Continued from Page 17 

of sharp rock scraping iron. Just a 
point of granite making its presence 
known against a frame rail. That's 
what these cars are for, right? Not 
really a case of being in harm's way. 

Harm's way is definitely a factor 
on this trip. The invitational 
brochure says that if you have a new 
vehicle that you wouldn't like to 
dent, don't bring it. That's not an 
empty warning. It is extremely hard 
to cross some of these sections 
without at least a little damage
dented sheet metal, bent shock 
mounts, that sort of thing. But it is 
such fun ... the air is absolutely 
pure, the sunshine luminous. 
Repeated applications of suntan oil 
and Gatorade are in order. 

Final/y we break over a crest and 
start down, following a barely visible 
path of tire rubber lightly scuffed 
onto flat, smooth, polished granite. 
Then we see signs that look 
strangely out of place here in the 
mountains, signs cadged from real 
highways, signs warning of speed 
limits, of freeway on-ramps-it can 
only be the Big Sluice Box. 

This thing is maybe a third of a 
mile long, extremely narrow, with a 
steep bank on one side and a sharp, 
tree-studded fal/-off on the other. Its 
cobblestones are sharp rocks and 
huge boulders sticking maybe 30 
inches or more out of the ground. 
The going is very slow and requires 
the help of the Jamboree trail guides. 
My knuckles are white and my hands 
ache from gripping the steering 
wheel. The heady chatter that has 
marked most of the trip stops while 
we concentrate our way down. We 
get to the bottom without incident, 
pass the bones of a Scout that didn't 
make it and was left there to rot by -
its owner, teeter over the spidery 
war-surplus iron bridge that crosses 

-the Rubicon River and drive into 
Rubicon Springs to select a camp 
site. Sweet relief. Switch off. Out of 
the Jeep until Su'nday. 

The first order of business is to 
leap into the river with our genuine, 
Jamboree-supplied biodegradable 
camp soap and wash the 
accumulation of suntan oil, dust and 
sweat off our tired bodies in the . 
chilly, fast-running melt water. 
Someone told me once that 
biodegradable soap takes three 
years to biodegrade. I do hope that's 
not true. If so, the fish downstream 
are in a world of hurt. I'd also heard 
somewhere that Avon Skin So Soft, 
a ladies' bath skin softener, works 
well as a mosquito repellent when 
applied straight. As the mosquitoes 
go on the ·attack we learn that the 
stuff does indeed work. 

The Jamboree hasn't always had a 
layover day. People drove into the 
Rubicon on Saturday, drove out on 
Sunday. But these days Saturday has 
been reserved for lying about, taking 
the sun and sitting in the icy river 
under one of the numerous water
falls. Not a bad way to spend the 
day. It certainly beats setting fire to 
Greyhound buses. It also provides 
time for repairs, and the hastily 
trucked-in Rubicon Springs Garage 
("We Service Ferraris, Porsches, 
lamborghinis, and lotus. We 
Absolutely Do Not Work On Four
Wheel-Drives") does a brisk 
business. But what everybody really 
IS waiting for is the party, kicked off 
by a dinner featuring music from a 
helicoptered-in grand piano, huge 

steaks and champagne that must 
have been made yesterday. 

The meal's not bad. The party? I 
must be getting old-I can find no 
pleasure in listening to the world's 
worst country-and-western semi
band, nor in watching adults stumble 
crazily about the place, clutching 
beer cans and half-filled glasses. I 
guess folks figure they need to get 
as loose as possible because the 
first thing Sunday morning comes 
Cadillac Hill. 

Sunday is the day you arrive at 
lake Tahoe, easily one of the five 
most gorgeous spots on the face of 
God's earth. The problem is getting 
there. We break camp early Sunday 
morning and travel along the dusty 
valley floor for a mile or so, follow
ing the river past towering groves of 
aspen and pine. Then we arrive at 
the foot of Cadillac. 

Somehow the notion that horse
drawn coach~s used to travel this 
trail is a bit hard to swallow. It is so 
steep and so rough. Moreover, it is 
wet. The past winter has been so 
harsh up here in the mountains that 
even in August groundwater levels 
are very high. Thus there are springs 
flowing everywhere, some of them 
passing goodly amounts of water 
down the steep, rocky trail, making 
the always-tenuous connection 
between stone and tire even more 
questionable. 

Cadillac is something best tackled 
using every adv~ntage at your 
disposal. It's a combination of 
narrow passageways along the side 
of a canyon wall, huge rocks, sharp 
corners and steep grades. The bones 
of the Caddy for which th~ trail was 
n.amed remain visible, the frame and 
front and rear axles, along with 
random pieces of sheet metal, 
providing mute testimony that two
wheel-drive cars did indeed use this 
trail. A break in our progress allows 
us time to climb down and check 
out the old Caddy-nothing 
restorable, unfortunately. 

We press on, grinding our way 
over the rocks, now ta1<ing rather 
less joy in the ordeal, wanting to find 
peace and solitude in communion 
with a hot shower. Finally in the 
distance there's a hint of blue-it's 
lake. Tahoe. We rattle over the 
bridge at McKinney Creek, proceed 
a bit down the dirt trail and find 
pavement. We've traveled a total of 
61 miles, with less than 20 of those 
miles actually off-road. On those off
road portions we've averaged 
roughly three MPH and concentrated 
ourselves into exhaustion. Once on 
pavement we shift the transfer out of 
four-wheel low, coast to a halt, and 
select two-wheel-high. Yup, still 
works. Dial the front hubs to 
disengage and fold the windshield 
back up into legal position. Except 
for the traditional pig-out at the 
South Shore Elks lodge, the 
Jamboree is a memory. 

Too bad, too. The Jamboree may 
be a bit on the rustic side, may not 
be chock full of Malibu cool or Fifth 
Avenue style, may not greatly add to 
your image as a Man Of The World, 
but there's one thing it will do: It'll 
let you (make you?) use your Jeep, 
every last little bit of it, and it'll 
force you to use all your driving 
skills and require you to obtain some 
new ones. And it'll show you one of 
the best times you can have • 
with your clothes on. All :.:.0 .... 
in all, not a bad deal. ~ 


