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The comprehensive program 
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• SCCA and IMSA approval 
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tion or for a free brochure. 

Skip Barber 
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Porsche 911SC Weissach Coupe 
A driver's car, it's not for the tentative 

By Jerry Burton 
Marshall McLuhan, the late philoso

pher . of mass communications, had a 
peculiar and sometimes unpopular pen
chant for categorizing elements of the 
universe. Mass media, he liked to say, 
are either hot or cold; hot for those in
volving a high degree of audience par
ticipation, cold for those that don't. 

Somehow, gliding along a winding 
ribbon of blacktop, the big red tach on 
the center of the dash dancing toward 
six grand, both arms extended with 
fingers gently guiding the thick le·ath~r 
steering wheel and the raspy flat-SIX 
purring unrelentlessly behin~ you, o?e 
can easily . extend McLuhan s theorIes 
about media over to motorcars. 

The Porsche 911SC Weissach coupe is 
a 1wt car. Hot, meaning extending one 
single sense in high definition. It goes 
like hell, stops just as quickly and also 
can turn on you as unpredictably as a 
rattlesnake. 

Quite clearly, this is not a machine 
for the tentative. It is a machine that 
demands a high level of driver involve
ment a machine in which driving skill 
is still an integral part of the equation. 
Sure, there are other cars, even Porsch
es (most notably the 928), that are 
equally as quick and infinitely more 
graceful. But none can match the feel
ing of euphoria garnered from driving 
the SC well. 

THE WEISSACH coupe is a special
edition Porsche, actually a 1980 model, 

and just 400 were built for the U. S. 
market only. According to the people 
at Porsche, almost all of them already 
have been sold, making them instant 
collector's items. 

The Weissach model, named after 
Porsche's famous testing and engineer
ing facility in Germany, is distinguish
ed by its 930 Turbo-like whale tail and 
its color-keyed w h eel s and interior. 
Buyers have' a choice (if there are any 
left) of only two colors - champagne 
gold and black. The whole package, in
cluding the optional sports seats and 
limited. slip differential, totals out at 
over $32,000. 

A lot of money? Yes. But fortunately, 
the car delivers the kind of perfor
mance that should go along with a 
megabuck price tag. For your peace of 
mind, we suggest you try to ignore 
the fact the predecessors of today's SC 
originally sold for under $6,000. That, 
however, might be difficult since the 
SC's heritage is quite evident, possess
ing perhaps more similarities than dif
ferences to the original 911-912s of 16 
years ago. 

The primary difference is that bar
ring the 930 Turbo (no longer sold in 
this country), the SC is the best per
forming 911 since the Carreras of 1975-
76. Not a bad fete considerin,g the per
formance-smothering constraints of the 
EPA. 

With its 3.0-liter engine cranking out 
172 HP at 5,500 RPM and a compres
sion rat i 0 increased to 9.3:1 on the 
American mod e I s, the Weissach can 

crank out a 0-60 time of seven seconds 
flat. 

SQUIRTING THE gas and air mix
ture into the combustion chambers is 
a Continuous Injection System (CIS), 
better known as the Bosch K-Jetronic 
system. The K is German for kontin
uierlich, meaning the flow through the 
injector nozzles is continuous, allow
ing for leaner mixtures that keep per
formance and economy high and emis
sions low. This system was pioneered 
on Porsche 911Ts in the early '70s and 
is now quite widespread in its applica
tions. 

The system works particularly well 
in the 3.0-liter Porsche six with a re
markable power curve. The Weissach is 
a tiger off the line with its limited slip 
differential, yet can still be pulling at 
six grand in fifth gear. 

It does all this with amazingly good 
fuel economy. The EPA sticker posts 
26 MPG and while our figure was con
siderably less-at 15.0 MPG, it did in
volve a lot of sub-zero starts and high-
rev driving. . 

The engineers at Weissach obviously 
have made s 0 m e determined efforts 
with the 911 since the early '70s to tame 
the chassis c ran kin g in increasing 
amounts df understeer to the point 
that much of the steering appears to 
become a function of the throttle. 

The understeer - oversteer curve is 
fairly progressive as the speed increas
es, but becomes even more magnified 

Continued on Page 11 

Daniel Charles Ross photos 

The 91 ISC Weissac:h edition is distinguished by its whale tail and c:olor-keyed wheels. Oi"y 400 were built. 
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Porsche 911SC Weissach coupe 
ment that is essentially unchanged 
since 1965. All of the essentials remain 
in the same position, from the familiar 

. five-dial gauge setup to the heater con
trols and the ignition switch on the 
left side of the steering column. And 
they all look out of place on a car this 
expensive, appearing more Volkswag
en ish than anything else. 

Porsche owner traditionally has been 
rust, that all pervasive malady that 
cancerously eroded your little beauty 
no matter whether you lived in South
ern California or the snowy Midwest. 
Porsches, it seemed, were particularly 
susceptible because of the amount of 
sheet metal underneath the car and 
the exposed surfaces around the rocker 
panels and rear wheel wells. 

Continued from Page 10 
as the line tightens. This is where the 

,brass balls come in. Probably the most 
common mistake in driving a Porsche 
at speed is to let off the throttle at 
speed in the middle of a turn. Common 
wisdom from Porsche fanatics says: 
"Keep your foot into it and steer like 
crazy." 

The Pirelli CN36 tires (0 rig ina I 
equipment on the Weissach) also ap
pear to do much for the car's etiquette, 
but we would have appreciated the 
luxury of testing P7s or Goodyear 
NCTs. The CN36s felt a bit harder than 
P7s, although that largely could have 
been due to driving the car during one 
of Michigan's worst cold snaps this 
winter-once the temperature gets be
low 15 degrees, everything feels hard 
and chunky. 

THE SUSPENSION, of c 0 u r s e, is 
pretty much unchanged from r e c e n t 
years: Independent with MacPherson 
struts and torsion bar in front (no coil 
springs). The rear uses semi-trailing 
arms with a transverse 18mm torsion 
bar. Anti-roll bars are now standard, 
both front and rear, and appear to be 
more than adequate in size for any
thing barring on-track use. 

The chassis components feel quite 
busy at speed, even on an interstate 
highway, causing considerable pitching 
as the tach edges toward five grand. 
Despite this, the directional stability is 
surprisingly good. 

The gearbox is certainly one of the 
bet t e r ones we've encountered, the 
linkage being silky smooth and the 

1980 Porsche 911SC 
Weissach Coupe · 

Base Price: .......................................... $32,050 
Price as tested: ................. .............. ... $32,970 

(including options listed): 
(Sports seats, $330, Limited 
slip differential, $590.) 

DIMENSIONS: . 
Wheelbase (in.): ............. ......................... 89.4 
Length (in.): ....... .. ........... ... ..................... 168.9 
Width (in.): ......................... ... .... ........ ...... 65.0 
Height (in.): ....... ............. ............. ... ... .. ..... 52.0 
Track, FIR (in.): ....................... ....... 53.6/52.8 
Curb weight (Ibs.): .. ............ :................... 2,756 
POWERTRAIN: 
Layout: Rear engine, rear drive 
Engine type: ........... .. ........... Air-cooled, flat-six 

Displacement (cu. in./llters): ........ 182.7/3.0 
Compression ratio: ..................... ......... 9.3:1 
Horsepower @ RPM: .. .......... .. 172 @ 5,500 
Torque @ RPM (Ibs. ft.): ........ 175 @ 4,200 
Fuel delivery: .................... CIS fuel injection 
Redline: .......... ... .......... .......... ............... 6,200 
0-60 (sees.): ............................................ 7.0 

Transmission type: ............ five-speed manual 
Gear ratios: 

I .. .............................................. .. .. 3.18:1 
II ....... ................................ .......... ... 1.83:1 
III ....... ................................. ............ 1.26:1 
IV ........... .. .... ......... ... ......... ....... ....... 1.0:1 
V ............. .. .... : ...................... .... :.. ... .82:1 

Final drive ratio: ......................... . ...... 3.88:1 
CHASSIS: 
Suspension: 

Front: Ind. with MacPherson struts, torsion 
bar, anti-roll bar 

Rear: Ind. with semi-trailing arms, trans
verse torsion bar, anti-roil bar. 

Steering type: .......................... rack and pinion 
Overall ratio: .................................... 17.78:1 
Turns, lock-to-Iack: ....... ....... ....... ........... 3.5 
Turning 1:lrcle (ft.): ..... ............. .............. 33.5 

Brak. system: ........ four-wheel ventilated discs 
Wheels: .................... 7x15 (front)/8x15 (rear) 
Tires: ....... ...... ....... Pirelli CN36 185x70 (front) 

215x60 (rear) 
EPA fuel ecoIOIDY: ........................ ...... ... .. ... 26 
Fuel ectnl .. Y IS tated: ............................ 15 

throws nice and short. With its 3.88:1 
final drive ratio, it offers one hell of a 
combination of performance and econ
omy. Thankfully, Porsche has joined 
the rest of the world in putting first 
gear into the upper left instead of the 
lower left position, at least in the 911-
series cars. It saves a lot of unnecessary 
embarrassment when accidentally shift
ing into reverse at a traffic light. 

Squeezing the Porsche to a halt are 
four ventilated disc brakes that dig 
its heels into the pavement with amaz
ing alacrity without undue lockup. A 
little modulated pedal pressure can 
bring the proceedings to a halt quite 
nicely. 

Porsche lovers who feel a sense of 
deja vu on climbing into the Weissach 
coupe certainly can be pardoned. The 
interior is pretty much standard fare 
for the 911. In fact, it's an arrange-

A chronic complaint about 911s is 
the heater controls which, for apyone 
unfamiliar with the car, are quite un
intelligible. The heater itself is very 
efficient-it's just attempting to estab
lish a comfortable temperature that is 
trying on the nerves. . 

On the plus side, the 0 p t ion a I 
sports seats are quite good, providing 
great lumbar support and superb lat
eral comfort without being overly dif
ficult to get in and out of. To no one's 
surprise, the rear seat room' is still 
only suitable for infants and packages 
and adults in case of dire emergency 
only. 

One of the other scourges of the 

Now, that problem appears to have 
been solved with the advent of what 
Porsche engineers call hot-dip galvan
izing. This consists of dipping bot h 
sides of the metal into a 500-degree 
Celsius' liquid zinc bath which serves 
to plug up microscopic holes where 
rust potentially can grow. The factory 
is so optimistic about the new process 
that they've slapped a seven-year guar
antee against rust on all new Porsches. 

It's good insurance for your invest
ment. And that's buying a 911 in these 
days-an investment. But as Marshall 
McLuhan would interject, it's a hot in
vestment. We are inclined to agree. 
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